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JOY TO THE WORLD!'", hf 


Except ye become 
as a little child .... 

The Bishop of Oxford's 
Christmas message 

When I visited Taize earlier this year with a coach of 
young people from the Diocese I was much struck by 
the role of children in the worship. At each of the three 
services every day children were prominent. For at the 
head of the line of 100 Brothers, Brother Roger sur- 
rounded himself with young children. When he walked 
down the aisle through the Brothers, the children went 
hand in hand with him and again knelt with him before 
the altar at the end. It was a powerful visual image of the 
centrality of children in the thinking and teaching of 
Jesus. * 


We must become like children 
When the disciples were being grumpy about children, 
Jesus insisted in taking them in His arms and blessing 
them. He said that anyone who received a child in His 
name received Him. He said that we must become like 
children. Indeed, He stressed that unless we accept the 
Kingdom of God like a child we cannot enter it. He did 
not mean that we had to become childish or silly, or give 
up thinking about our faith. But we are to put ourselves 
under the just and gentle rule of God with all the 
simplicity, directness and trust that a child will have in 
good parents. 

That Kingdom of delight 

As we see and hear children this Christmas - if not in our 
own home, at least in the street or on television - they 
can bring home the spontaneous delight which we 
perhaps feel we once had as a child but have now lost. 
Yet something of this can come back to us as we put 
ourselves simply and trustingly into the hands of God. 
The phrase ‘second childhood’ has unhappy overtones, 
implying decline. But there is a second childhood of a 
more positive kind open to us all. When we put aside the 
complexity, turmoil and deviousness of our own hearts 
and face God with the central longing of the person we 
are, known to Him and by Him, we enter again that 
Kingdom of delight. 

+ Richard Oxon 


Christmas Greetings 

Joy and peace this Christmas and 
every blessing in 1994 to each one 
of our readers from the Editor, the 
Deputy Editor and the Editorial 
Support Group of The DOOR. 



Thousands of people in schools , hospitals , prisons and churches including this little 
shepherd boy, Ben M archbanks, from Slough f s Mustard Seed Church , sing each year from 
Bethlehem Carol Sheets , published by the Bible Lands Society in High Wycombe . The 
Society is best known for the carol sheets but its real work is helping more than fifty 
Christian-led projects in the Holy Land, Lebanon, Egypt and neighbouring * Bible Lands \ 
For example, there is a school for the blind in Jerusalem , a hospital in Nazareth, a 
rehabilitation centre near Bethlehem, a home for needy boys in Bethany and schools for 
deaf children in Cairo and Beirut At Christmas many churches support the Society 9 s work 
either by sending special gifts or by donating the proceeds of their carol singing or carol 
service collections . u Every penny donated is sent to the work overseas without any 
deduction ,” says Mark Lampard, Deputy Chief Executive of the Bible Lands Society . For 
anyone wanting to order carol sheets (50 for £4.50 plus £1.75 postage) or help in any way 
the Society f s address is PO Box 50 , High Wycombe HP157QU. Telephone: 0494 521351. 
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DO YOU BELIEVE IN 
ANGELS? 
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Hope Price does. In our 
Christmas DOOR some of 
the real life angel 
sightings which are in- 
cluded in her new book. 



BOSNIA AND 
BETHLEHEM 

PAGE 11 
Stuart Blanch, the former 
Archbishop of York, 
writes that even those 
who suffer, like this 
mother and child in 
Bosnia, will one day find 
their Bethlehem. 



GOD IN THE ARCHERS 
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God in the life of a distin- 
guished Archer , a farewell 
tribute to Bishop Simon 
on page 6, ideas for help- 
ing this Christmas (page 
16), more angels for chil- 
dren to make and a 
crossword (page 23) are 
all in our Christmas DOOR. 
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GIVE JESUS 

YOUR 

CHRISTMAS 

PRESENCE. 
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DELIVER IT VOURSELF. 




There's a place for you at Church this Christmas. 


Spread the GOOD NEWS this Christmas. Cut out our poster, colour it and put it in your window! 
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WILL WOMEN 
PRIESTS SPLIT 
THE CHURCH? 


The Bishop of Oxford and Fa- 
ther Martin Flatman, Parish 
Priest of Cowley St John, Ox- 
ford faced each other across the 
floor in London on November 
8. They were speaking in The 
Times/Dillons debate orf 
whether women priests will split 
the Church of England. In the 
chair was Brian Redhead of 
BBC Radio 4’s ‘Today’ pro- 
gramme. Also taking part were 
Ann Widdecombe, MP and 
writer Karen Armstrong. 

Ann Widdecombe, who is 
now a Roman Catholic, main- 
tained that the Church of Eng- 
land had already split. She re- 
ferred to the 4,639 clergy who 
already belonged to the organi- 
sation Forward in Faith and to 
150 parishes which, she 
claimed, said they had an “im- 
paired communion” with their 
bishop. 

Replying, Bishop Richard 
said we must all respect those 
who have decided to leave but it 
is not true to say that all the 
clergy who belong to Forward 
in Faith are leaving the Church 
over the question of women 
priests. Many have left because 
they had reached retirement age. 
“What is important is the redis- 
covery of the meaning of 

This Christmas 
in Jerusalem 

When Arnold Hutchinson, a 
sidesman from St Nicholas’ 
Church, Hurst, went on an 
Interchurch Travel pilgrimage 
to Israel in 1992, he little ex- 
pected to meet his future wife. 
However, in the party was Emily 
Scalpello, a Roman Catholic, 
and assistant matron at 
Benenden School. The couple 
fell in love and will be married 
in the Church of DominusFlavit 
on the Mount of Olives on 
Christmas Day. 

Arnold, who is a widower, is 
delighted at the prospect. “Emily 
was bom in Malta and has no 
connection with Hurst. But we 
both have a connection with Je- 
rusalem,” he said. Among the 
priests assisting at the wedding 
will be Father Brian Dodsworth 
who led the 1992 pilgrimage. 


koinonia - by belonging together 
in Christ, it is not necessary to 
agree on every issue,” he said. 

Speaking for the motion. Fa- 
ther Martin Flatman, who in- 
tends to join the Roman Catho- 
lic Church, said, “The Act of 
Synod is a patch-up. Protestants, 
Roman Catholics and Orthodox 
are all baptised in Christ, but 
you can’t say they are all work- 
ing together as that means noth- 
ing. We will work together, but 
sadly we won’t be able to re- 
ceive communion from the same 
altar.” He said not enough peo- 
ple were speaking out about what 
they were really feeling and that 
there is a lot more division to 
come. 

Karen Armstrong, for seven 
years a Roman Catholic nun and 
now an author (her latest book is 
The End of Silence, Women and 
Priesthood ) said she was 
amazed that it was not world 
affairs such as the hatred in 
Northern Ireland or the conflict 
in Bosnia that made people flee 
the Church, but theprospect of a 
woman at the altar. Finally, when 
the chairman asked for a vote on 
who would accept Communion 
from a woman, two thirds of the 
audience raised their hands. 

Venetia Horton 


Woodhiil Prison Visitors 
Centre in Milton Keynes 
needs volunteers. The Cen- 
tre already provides a tea 
room and a play area for 
children. Future plans in- 
clude support groups for 
women and a newsletter. 

The Visitors Centre has 
a Home Office grant but 
this only pays for three part- 
time workers. “We rely on 
voluntary help in all areas 
of the Centre”, says Elspeth 
Tudor-Price, chairman of 
its Support Group and a 
member of the Diocesan 
Order and Law Group. 
Money is also needed for 
toys for the play area. To 
help contact Elspeth Tu- 
dor-Price at the Visitors 
Centre, HMP Woodhiil, 
Cattenhoe Street, Milton 
Keynes . Tel: 0908 501999. 


New Year's Eve launch for 
Christian radio station 

Based ii\ High Wycombe, elevenSEVENTY, the Christian- 
backed radio station originally called Radio Wye, goes on the air 
at 10am on Friday December 31 with a mixture of music, news 
and feature programmes.The station will be broadcasting 24 
hours-a-day and, according to news editor Alan Thompson, local 
news and features will be a priority. 

The station’s financial director, Mark Austin, is delighted 
with the response to the appeal in the October DOOR. “£2,461 
has already come in. This amount could make the difference 
between the station’s success and failure,” he said. Since Novem- 
ber 15 there have been 12 full-time staff and as many volunteers 
working at the station. £80,000 is still needed to guarantee that 
the station can survive to the end of its eight-year licence, 
however Mark Austin is optimistic: “Once we get to the end of 
February and the advertising revenue starts to come in we should 
be more secure.” The reasons for the increased cost was the result 
of the directors’ decision to buy the best equipment. “We decided 
to take a step of faith and honour God’s name rather than go for 
outdated equipment,” said Mark. 


In brief 

• An Archdeacon from Kenya 
is studying at the Oxford Cen- 
tre for Mission Studies. The 
Venerable Titus Ngotho returns 
to Kenya in June but although 
his workload is heavy, he wants 
to share the good news of what 
God is doing in Kenya and is 
available to talk to parishes. To 
contact him write before Janu- 
ary 10, 1994, to Moira Johnson, 
Crosslinks, 52 King George 
Close, Cheltenham, Glos GL53 
7RW. Telephone 0242 233064. 
•The churches of Haddenham 
in Buckinghamshire are 
entering into a Local 
Ecumenical Covenant which 
will bring together Roman 
Catholics, Methodists, 


Baptists and Anglicans. On 
December 2 Canon Martin 
Reardon, General Secretary 
of the Council of Churches of 
Britain and Ireland, and the 
Bishop of Buckingham will 
attend a special covenanting 
service in St Mary the Virgin 
Church. 

• Schoolchildren in West Af- 
rica may be given free text books 
thanks to the Revd Richard 
Hughes, Vicar of Whitchurch- 
on-Thames. A successful 
writer, his books on religious 
education have been published 
by Oxford University Press 
since 1980. However, there are 
still a few thousand copies left 
and he hopes to make a deal 
with OUP and SPCK whereby 
these will be sent to schools in 
West Africa. 


Another look at Lent 


‘Have another Look’, the 1994 
Lent Course, aims to bring to- 
gether committed Christians 
and non-churchgoers for Bible 
study and discus- 
sions about life, 
faith and who 
Christ is. Involv- ^ 
ing new people in 
the groups is go- 
ing to be a chal- 
lenge. Church 
members are being 
encouraged to in- 
vite friends, rela- 
tions and business colleagues, 
and perhaps to arrange a meal 
or a party in advance to get 
them interested. They are also 
asked not to forget older peo- 
ple, those with disabilities or 


those in B & B accommodation. 
Special invitations are being in- 
cluded in the Lent 1994 pack 
which has been planned by the 
Council of 

Churches for Brit- 
ain and Ireland . The 
^ pack also includes 
leaders’ notes, 
prayer cards, and 
questionnaires. 
Packs are available 
for £5.95 + £1.25 
p&p from the Coun- 
cil of Churches for 
Britain and Ireland, 35-41 
Lower Marsh, London SE 1 7RL. 
In the February DOOR we hope 
to include interviews with non- 
churchgoers which could be 
used as a basis for discussion. 





GENERAL SYNOD REPORT by Hilary Unwin 


A year after passing the Measure for the Ordination of Women to the 
Priesthood, Synod met to consider more related legislation. This 
time we were taking action which it was hoped would go some way 
to heal divisions and make it possible for most opponents to remain 
within the Church of England. After considerable debate, with 
criticisms coming from both sides, we eventually passed an Act of 
Synod which allowed three extra suffragen bishops to be appointed 
to care for those priests and congregations who found themselves at 
odds with their diocesan bishop over this matter. Although some felt 
this was a backward step, there was a lighter atmosphere in the 
Synod afterwards. 

Most of*us were concerned to keep this a ‘broad’ church. 
Something of that breadth appeared when we debated Extended 
Communion. In some rural areas, it appears, the practice of taking 
consecrated bread and wine from one service to be used at another 
in the absence of a priest is quite common. The desire for weekly 
Eucharist despite a shortage of clergy has encouraged this. The 
House of Bishops wanted to hear Synod’s views. Lay Presidency 
was considered and rejected. Most people seemed against Extended 
Communion except for the sick. Greater use of Services for the 
Word was advocated. The Bishops will discuss the matter. 


Another lively debate concerned the current financial situation 
of the Church as revealed by the Lambe Group Report (See 
November DOOR). We were told that many cut-backs would have 
to be made at national and diocesan level. In the past we had all 
benefited from central subsidies. Now, if the parochial system, 
which had taken the Church’s mission throughout the land, was to 
survive, we would have to contribute more to the centre. A final 
major debate looked at Ministry today in the light of current 
developments and pressures. The views of dioceses and parishes 
will be sought over the next few months. 

Synod was honoured to receive a visit from the Ecumenical 
Patriarch, His All Holiness, Bartholomew I. We heard a report on 
the Faith and Order Conference in Santiago in July. Material from 
the report ‘Patterns for Worship’ has been revised and is now 
authorised for use until December 2000. A revised liturgical Canon 
B17, regarding preaching, vestments and experimental worship 
received final approval, as did Legal Aid Legislation. A Measure 
concerning Teams & Group Ministries is at the revision stage. 
Anyone wishing to know more should speak to Dr Carole Cull who 
is on the Revision Committee. 

Hilary Unwin is the Deanery training officer for Amersham 


NEWS 
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Making plans for 
the future 

Anthony Priddis reports on Diocesan Syno d 


Thoughts of money, the family and the retirement of Bishop Simon 
dominated the November Diocesan Synod. November is the Gov- 
ernment’s new ‘budget month’ but it has been budget month for the 
Diocese for years. This year, however, while still overshadowed by 
talk of finance, it was lit up by a family life debate and by Simon 
Burrows, the Bishop of Buckingham. He led the prayers at the start 
in a ‘happy families’ format in this his last Synod. 

Synod was at its best with a serious and important debate on 
family life. At its centre was a motion proposed by Lady Penny 
Naime which urged “all deaneries to give attention to the subject of 
families during 1994 and to consider action at local, Diocesan and 
national levels which promote a more family-friendly society.” The 
Social Reponsibility Officer, Dr Anne Borrowdale, opened the 
debate by saying that we could not look back to some ‘golden age’ 
of family life. Even Aristotle had complained about children’s 
behaviour in the third century BC! She spoke of the “inner quality 
of care and supervision” that is needed and of changing views about 
marriage. 

Synod was also challenged to think more widely about the 
family, including the role of fatherhood and to demonstrate a sense 
of responsibility that our society so desparately needs. Where is the 
moral leadership in a society where the prevailing underlying 
culture is of material individualism? Synod also heard about the 
work of our Board of Social Responsibility , FLAME (Family Life 
and Marriage Education), the Diocesan Council for Social Work 
and the Mothers’ Union. 

The motion was unanimously passed before our attention turned 
to money. Firstly we heard that more was needed to assist the 
increasing number of married ordinands coming forward from the 
Diocese. Then the focus was on the 1994 budget. It is a ‘standstill 
budget’ with inflation assumed to be four per cent, clergy stipends 
increasing by only one per cent and the Church Commissioners’ 
contribution further reduced by over £250,000. The Diocese needs 
to find more than £1 1 million to pay its way. Parish Share will be 
increased by 7.4 percent to make this possible. It was noted that most 
Dioceses are seeing vastly higher increases than this. 

Synod approved the budget as it did the apportionment of the 
Parish Share wholly on the basis of the last Assessment. It looked to 
save a little money by reducing car mileage rates payable within the 
Diocese . A modified formula for representation on Diocesan Synod 
was also agreed as was a new Inspection of Churches Measure. 
Members were told that “the churches are in better condition today 
than they have been for centuries” and the new Measure will help 
build on its predecessor’s achievements. At the end of a longish 
Synbod, one person was seen to skip away with a lighter step than 
usual - the Bishop of Buckingham of course! 

The Revd Anthony Priddis is Rural Dean of Amersham 


A House called Helen 

Helen House in Oxford is now 
famous all over the world as the 
first hospice for sick children. It 
was named after Helen 
Worswick whose mother, 
Jacqueline, has now written a 
moving account of her daugh- 
ter’s illness and the founding of 


the hospice. In A House Called 
Helen (HarperCollins, £5.99) 
she describes how the seeds of 
Helen House were sown when 
Sister Frances, then Revered 
Mother of All Saints Convent 
in Oxford, suggested she looked 
after Helen while her parents 
had a holiday. 



For wise and independent advice on all things financial, including: 

Coping with falling income 
Savings 

Early Retirement / Career Changes 
Pensions 
Business Advice 
Inheritances 
School Fees 
Family Protection 


Contact: 

Mark Roach (0608) 644575 



uest financial services 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


WIN A £12,000 


u/a&s/<y 6(mse/HHitorw 




COMPETITION RULES 

1 . All entrants must be householders. 2. Winners will be notified by Classic 
Conservatories by telephone. 3. No employees or relatives of Classic Conservatories 
employees may take part in the competition. 4. There will be no cash substitute of any 
prizes. 5. Should there be more than one first prize winner, then the tie-breaker will 
come into operation. 6. The judging of the tie-breaker will be the responsibility of the 
Marketing Manager, and this decision is final. 7. All entrants may be contacted with a 
view to establishing their interest in investing in a conservatory after the competition 
has closed. 

I I Please tick box if you do not wish to be contacted 

8. Competition rules are available from Classic Conservatories on request. 

"This advertisement is placed by Classic Conservatories and is not a competition of this 
newspaper.” 

Winner will be notified by 1 st February 1 994 and the conservatory will be installed by 
the 1 st April 1 994 


How much do you think the 
investment was to build the 
conservatory in our two pictures? 

WHAT TO DO 

Study the information listed about the 
conservatory in the two photographs and 
then tick the box adjacent to the 
approximate sum of money which you 
think would be needed to build it 

Specification of the Conservatory Shown 

Traditional foundations 
with damp-proof course 

Dwarf walls with cavity 

Mahogany and aluminium 
construction 

Fully double glazed with 
safety glass % 

All fanlights open (key 
locking) 

Doors with 5 lever plus 
multipoint locking 

Tiled Floor 

Power and light 


i Tick ONE 
^ Box 

£ 10,000 


£ 12,500 


£ 15,000 


£ 17,500 


£ 20,000 



10 year guarantee on complete project 
including building work 

Then complete the follow tie break slogan 
in no more than 12 words:- 

i 1 

I would like a ‘Classic’ Conservatory 
because » 


1st prize £12,000 Conservatory including 
excavation and all building work plus 12 
runners-up prizes of £3,000 off a Classic 
> Conservatory of your choice. 

Name 

Address 


Postcode... 
Telephone . 


Send to: Classic Conservatories Dept DR, 

FREEPOST (OF 1251), Headington, Oxford OX3 9YZ 
to arrive no later than 31st December 1993 

I 1 
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PROFILE 


As 





When I was still in a high 
chair I frightened my mother 
and my sister in the middle 
of a meal because I suddenly 
refused to reply to questions. 
I just gazed out of the win- 
dow. My mother got rather 
frantic and my sister started 
to cry. When they tried once 
more,! finally replied. “Why 
didn’t you speak?”they said. 
And I said “I was finkin.” 
Goodness knows where I was, 
but I can remember as a ten - 
year old lying in bed looking at 
a blank sky and trying to think 
what nothing was, the begin- 
ning of things, because this was 
a way to find out what God was. 
I kept saying to myself “All 
you’re thinking of is a blank 
white space but a blank white 
space is a blank white space; it’s 
not nothing.” 

God is what was 

So gradually over the years my 
definition of God has become 
really so simple I can’t under- 
stand why it isn’t a generally 
held one. God is what was there 
before. There was a big bang, 
well God started it. If there’s 
empty space, God created it. 
And if He created that then He 
created absolutely jolly every- 


thing. So God is cleverer than 
anybody you know, and funnier 
than anybody you know and 
more loving than anybody you 
know, and more critical than 
anybody you know, and what- 
ever superlative you want. 

But I don’t have a very 
chummy relationship with God 
I’m afraid. A very dear friend of 
mine, a very devout lady, said 
“Oh I have a very direct rela- 
tionship with God. I say ‘now 
look here God you’ve got to 
help me with this,”’ and much 
as I loved her, I couldn’t go 
along with that. 

A sense of awe 

George Herbert refers to God as 
Sir, doesn’t he, and I seem to 
remember that it was St Teresa 
who always called him Your 
Majesty. At the moment we 
have lost our sense of awe for 
most things which is a great 
pity. It seems to me people very 
often try to play God, they try to 
blackmail God, you know by 



GOD 

Norman Painting 


up as a Methodist. The very 
large church that I went to was 
what you might call ‘ high Meth- 


saying “I believe in you and I’m odist’. We sang the Te Deum, 


praying to you every night so 
that I can have a new car.” I 
believe in the older view that 
prayers are always answered 
even if the answer is no. 

My mother was clearly com- 
pletely at home in the Church of 
England and yet I was brought 


we sang the Jubilate, we sang 
the Psalms. But that was after 
Sunday School. If you went 
twice a day every Sunday, at the 
end of the year you got a medal 
and I ended up with about seven 
medals which indicated that 
even when I’d been on holiday 



Certificate No. FM 2262 


Dear Reader, 


Rockwool 

Rockwool Ltd's Thermal Insulation Service 


I am writing to inform you that due to the Government announcement of 
V.A.T. on fuel bills. Rockwool are giving 15% OFF the total cost of installing 
Rockwool Dry Thermal Insulation for cavity walls. 

Rockwool Dry Wall Thermal Insulation will cut your heating bills 
by 25% to 35%, a good saving, this has been thoroughly tested and 
approved by British Standards. It's a job that only needs to be done once 
and it's fully guaranteed for life. 

A quotation is free and totally without obligation, the appointment is made to 
your convenience. I only call to price the quotation, I measure your home, 
calculate the cost and answer any questions you might have. 

* IN BRIEF * 

ROCKWOOL REPLACES THE COLD DAMP AIR IN YOUR WALLS WITH A COSY 
WOOLLEN QUILT THAT IS WATER AND DAMP REPELLENT, FIRE PROOF AND 
ROT PROOF, IT’S A GOOD THERMAL BARRIER THAT KEEPS THE WARMTH IN 
AND THE DAMP COLD OUT, PROTECTING YOUR FAMILY AND GREATLY 
REDUCING THE COST OF YOUR HEATING. 

Yours Sincerely 


/jfdcuft 


<H) 

D. Anderson 
The Rockwool Surveyor 

Phone FREE on: 0800 616 963 

or POST TO: Rockwool Energy Saver, FREEPOST, Chinnor, Oxon 0X9 4BR 


I’d taken my star card with me 
and gone to a Methodist Sunday 
School. 

All this had the opposite ef- 
fect of driving me right away in 
my teens. On the other hand, try 
as I will, I can’t admit ever to 
having felt I was an atheist. It 
was all the details I wasn’t happy 
with - the music and the archi- 
tecture. The music was so much 
better in the Church of England. 
I’ve also always been enor- 
mously attracted, partly for aes- 
thetic reasons, to the language 
of the Authorised Version. I disa- 
gree a great deal with what Paul 
says but he says it so magnifi- 
cently! 

Church activities 

I have preached in churches and 
I have been involved in a suc- 
cession of church activities. I 
have played organs in churches 
for the past 40 years and I am 
regularly to be seen at Even- 
song at Christ Church. I have 
even written 13 plays on the 
lives of the saints. But in the 
middle of all that I have never 
become confirmed even though 
I play the organ at Communion. 

I find other forms such as the 
non-conformist thing of Com- 
munion with little cups even 
more frightening. And equally 


difficult for me are the do-it- 
yourself services they do on tel- 
evision with a lump of bread. It 
raises all those ancient theologi- 
cal questions of what you do 
with the crumbs. All this comes 
through “studying too curiously 
on the event”, as Hamlet says, 
when presumably it’s just a sim- 
ple question of acceptance. 

People listening to the Arch- 
ers think I believe what Philip 
Archer believes. That’s not true. 
It’s hard to have to say things 
one doesn’t agree with, but the 
script can only be changed if it’ 
s saying things that Philip Archer 
wouldn’t say. I am not Philip 
Archer, nor is Philip Archer me. 

A bit of an outsider 

But there is common ground. I 
suspect he would have been con- 
firmed at the age of 1 3 or 1 4 like 
the rest of the family. Dan and 
Doris were at church every Sun- 
day. They would all just have 
gone along with it. 

It wasn’t like that for me. I 
used to describe myself as a 
Christian fellow travellor but 
that seemed a bit anaemic. But I 
do always seem to find myself 
pushed into a position of being 
non-conforming, of being an 
outsider. On the other hand peo- 
ple seem to think I fit into a 
pulpit and in spite of myself I’ve 
often found myself preaching a 
sermon. 

But I’ve had to be very care- 
ful not to say anything that I 
didn’t one hundred per cent be- 
lieve. I have terrible trouble with 
the Trinity. And there was a 
time when I would stop during 
bits of the Creed thinking “I 
don’t believe that. I can’t say 
that.” But I suddenly realised 
the other day I can get through 
the whole lot now. 

If only I’d had that thing 
which so many people have. You 
are confirmed very young, and 
its all done, before you’ve 
thought about it. In my bleaker 
moments I remember that reas- 
suring thing that Pascal said: 
“Be comforted. You would not 
be searching for me if you had 
not found me”. 

When Phil Archer was hav- 
ing girl trouble in the early days, 
I had to say the line “It wouldn't 
surprise me if I ended up in a 
monastery”. Oddly enough 
when that was broadcast I was 
staying in a monastery and the 
life I lead here is in some ways 
monastic. It’s quiet, and I’ve 
got trees and space and music. 


I do think that one of the 
most potent sayings is Be Still 
which is what I wasn’t for so 
long. Be Still and know, if you 
want to stop there; or you can 
complete the quotation if you 
want to. Be still and know that I 
am God. I don’t think there has 
really been a time when I havn ’t 
been able to say that. 

Last Christmas for the first 
time I was working, with a group 
of people in a hotel, where I was 
part of the entertainment. It was 
all absolutely lovely. But when 
I came home I thought whatever 
happened to Christmas? 

The joy is the story - the 
flight into Egypt, the stable, an- 
gels, wise men, the kings. And 
of course we learnt the carols 
when we were children so there ’s 
a kind of nostalgia about it too. 
But now the carols are sung from 
November onwards and it’s all 
been spoiled by pure greed and 
there is hardly a spiritual di- 
mension any more. 

You might well say how do I 
square up my notion of God 
with the idea of His incarnation. 
I know the scholars have got to 
it and said “While God was down 
here being Jesus who was mind- 
ing the shop?” But for the “maker 
of the stars and seas” to become 
a child on earth for me seems an 
example of enormous daring and 
risk taking. Only God could have 
thought of that. 


About Norman Painting 

Norman Painting, OBE, has 
played Philip Archer in The Arch- 
ers since 1950. His radio, televi- 
sion and stage appearances in- 
clude everything from Radio 4 ’s 
Gardening Quiz to Wogan, Stop 
the Week and pantomine. He is 
equally established as a writer 
and his- work ranges from 1,198 
episodes of The Archers to nu- 
merous TV films, radio scripts, 
plays and articles. His books in- 
clude Stories of the Saints, St 
Anthony - the man who found 
himself and an authobiography, 
Reluctant Archer. Norman Paint- 
ing might easily have had an aca- 
demic career. He gained a first 
class degree in English at Bir- 
mingham University before win- 
ning a research scholarship to 
ChristChurch, Oxford (where he 
is now an honorary member of 
High Table) and becoming a tu- 
tor in Anglo-Saxon at Exeter Col- 
lege, Oxford. He is an accom- 
plished musician, a devoted 
worker for numerous charities 
and a keen naturalist. He is a 
bachelor and lives near Banbury. 


NAME: 

ADDRESS: 


Please contact me to 
arrange a FREE 
price quotation. 


Please send me a 
FREE Information 
Pack about insulation 
for the home. 


TELEPHONE: : 

understand that completion of this form does not place me under any obligation. (g) I 


THE 

CUit&teH V 

FAMILY TRUST 

FOSTER PARENTS REQUIRED 

If you are experienced foster carers with an excellent practice record of caring for hard-to-place 

children, than please read on. 

The Children’s Family Trust is a registered charity, established 48 years ago, and specialises in 
offering permanency in family settings to large sibling groups. 

In 1994, we are developing our network of families into Milton Keynes and are seeking to recruit 
foster families with relevant experience and who also are committed Christians in sympathy with 
our philosophy and practice. In return, 

we provide suitable sized housing and 1^ iik e {q know more about the work of the 

a comprehensive support package, | CHILDREN’S FAMILY TRUST: 
including attractive terms and condi- 
tions of service. | Namc 

For informal discussion and further I Address 

information please contact: 

Mr G.P. Orange, Director of Social 
Work, 220 West Malvern Road, 

West Malvern, Worcs WR14 4BA J p OS | CO( j e ' 

1 elephone: 0684 567724 IVI r G.P. Orange, Director of Social Work, 220, West 

Registered Charity No 208607 I Malvern Road, West Malvern, Wore WR14 4BA 


— 
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A TRIBUTE TO BISHOP SIMON 


^ftobln ^fiance 

ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-buil<js, restorations, regular tuning, and maintenance visits 
6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM, BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 

Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 



LEAD LIGHlSi 
WINDOWS 

Craftsman Built Letul Light find 
Stained Glass Windows 
Specialists in Church repairs and 
replacement windows 
Call us lor free quotes on 

* Helurtolshmenl or Replacement of Lead Light 

* Refurbishment or Replacement of Vandal Damage 
*• Refurbishment or Replacement of Painted Details 

* Refurbishment or Replacement of Stained Glass and Engraved Detail 
REFERENCE AVAILABLE. WORK UNDERTAKEN < >N MANY LOCAL 

Cl IURC1 IES AND COLLEGES 
Interest Free Terms Available 

OX FORD (0865) 34083 I „ 

Shades of Glass, 12 Fane Drive, Berinsfield, Oxon 



Architecture • Interior Design • Landscape 
. . . for the discerning 

Contact Richard Enser Dip. Arch. RIBA 


on 



(0844) 279051 Fax (0844) 279051 
Wyveras, Great Milton, 
Oxford 0X9 7NJ 


f%\ CHURCH 


If WINDOW 


#,11 SECURITY 



Save the high cost of accidental or vandal damage to 
your stained glass windows by allowing us to install to 
British Standards, galvanized stainless steel mesh grilles 
or polycarbonate sheeting. 

Call C.W.S. for free quotations: 
Telephonc/F ax: (0603) 621456 

C.W.S. 

2 Bond Street, Norwich NR2 3TS 



dleoen& 



ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
Tel: Witney (0993) 778955 & 772144 
Fax: (0993) 776774 

Diocesan Approved 




FIONA 

PRESTON 


SOFT FURNISHINGS 


❖ Blinds: Austrian. London. Roman 
Curtains. Pelmets, Tie-backs 

❖ Bed Covers and Canopies 

❖ Cushion Covers etc 

❖ Fabric samples to choose from in 
the comfort of your own home 
Hand finished work at no extra cost 

❖ Tracks and Poles fitted for you 

❖ Curtains Hung and Dressed 

Fast, reliable and friendly service. 
Free estimates day or evening 

Please telephone 

(049 1 > 



It's my 
belief.. 


The Right Revd Simon Burrows is retiring at the end of January, 1994 after 
nearly twenty years as Bishop of Buckingham. In our farewell tribute to 
him, we are delighted to publish not only a photographic record of some of 
the highlights of his ministry but also extracts from his personal statement 
for the Decade of Evangelism delivered as a talk in four different Bucking- 
hamshire churches. The Bishop calls his statement ‘It’s my Belief and 
describes it as “one pilgrim’s experience and inexperience of God shared in 
order that others might usefully reflect on their own pilgrimage”. 


Pictured : (above) Bishop Simon at his conse- 
cration in 1974 by the then Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, Dr Michael Ramsey; (below) with young 
people at Willen Lake, Milton Keynes in 1982 
and (right) receiving gifts for Zaire on Chil- 
dren 's Gift Day 1992 at the city 's new ecumeni- 
cal Church of Christ the Cornerstone . 



I was born into a world of vicarages, 
cathedral closes, shambling prebendaries 
and very residentiary canons. Most of the 
male members of the family were clergy, 
and the female members carved up the 
Sunday joint and the sermon with equal 
relish. God was a member of the 
family.. ..in fact he was the head of the 
family and like some of my other rela- 
tions always made his presence felt, was 
generally benevolent, occasionally cross 
and totally incomprehensible.... 

This sense of an 
unknowable God who is 
beyond all human compre- 
hension taking an interest 
in me, gradually broadened 
into a belief that he was 
interested in the whole of 
creation, was sustaining it 
by “the love that moves 
the sun and the other stars” v 
to quote Dante, and that 
there was an unknown 
meaning and purpose in 
his providence over the 
universe - and everything 
and everyone in it includ- 
ing me. So for me the key 


question is not “Do I believe in God” but 
“Does God believe in me?” 

Is the Bible true? 

For myself I can only say that the Jesus 
who leaps out at me from the pages of the 
Gospels is wholly authentic. I just don’t 
think anyone could have invented him. 
The Bible in the last 150 years has been 
more closely examined by experts than 
any other series of books. If it was all 
hooey, we would have discovered by 
now.... Archbishop Temple in a splen- 
didly provocative remark said that the 
Resurrection of Jesus was the best at- 
tested fact in the ancient world.... When I 
read the Bible, I pray that God will speak 
to me through it. Then it becomes the 
Holy Bible, and I find it inspiring because 
it is inspired. The Bible, said Luther, is 
the crib in which Christ is laid. 

What do you think of Jesus? 

What do you think of Jesus when you read 
the Gospels? If you haven’t read them 
recently, please do. The prophets thun- 
dered “Thus saith the Lord,” Jesus with 
quiet and with total authority said “I say 
to you.” I cannot believe that man was 
bad or mad. I do believe He is the Son of 
God. I have already said that for me God 


^ ou ntrv ^ ousins 
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Employment Bureau 


HK \l> OK KICK RKiilON 
horshav 0403 210415 

card iff 0222 665815 

colchester 0206 768659 

GLASGOW 041-248 8827 
LANCASTER 0524 848693 

norvmch 0603 763893 

Windsor 0753 832818 

vork 0904 631369 

HK A!) OKKK'K ADDRKSS 

10 \ 'Ltrkit >qu;irt. Hor>h;im 
West Sussex KH 1 2 1KX 


MIDLANDS RKUION 
lutterworth 0455 558858 
BIRMINGHAM 021-236 5121 
CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 
Shrewsbury 0743 353934 

SOI ill WI ST RKCION 
Plymouth 0752 346636 
bath 0225 428438 

Salisbury 0722 421873 
yeovil 0935 410343 

HEAD OFFICE FAX NUMBER 

0403 217827 

24 Hour Answering Service 


THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 

PROVIDING 

Help enabling the elderly & infirm to remain in their own homes. 
Support for over stressed relatives & holiday relief for regular carers. 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family Crisis - Illness - Holidays - Business Trips etc 

CARETAKERS 

Security for your home & care for your pets 

RELIABLE STAFF ALWAYS REQUIRED 
Posts 2-4 weeks • Residential • GOOD SALARIES 
Telephone for lull information F R E S. Member 


9 Vjm 

Reading, Berkshire 
RG1 8DJ 


Tds (0734) 567289 

Fax: (0734) $80166 




RUBEROIC 




ROOFING 

COUPLE W RO CFHft SERVICE 

LARGE ENOUGH TO COPE- SMALL ENOUGH TO CARE 
PHONE US FOR THAT QUOTE— NO SALESMAN WLL CALL -NO PRESSURE SELLING 
WE D0NT NEED TO -OUR PERSONAL SERVICE, FTMENDLY ADVICE ANO KEEN PRICES DO IT FOR US! 
FLAT ROOFING WORKS 

★ AM your w riting roof removed ★ A brand now time layer built up Mt rooflng eyetem Ixed wit) a 
mineral Irtah to Mi BrilMh Standard* A A Ml tan year guarantee against leakage (wttiout ait hat smal 
print) A Ouaflty woitananahip next to none A A Ml detaled quotation wttiout obHgalon. 

BAS Booing are member* of tie Ruberoid NoFfip Federation and recommended contractor* for tie 
•uppty and b of tie Ruberoid Noffip High Performance Hat roofing eystem (aa eeen adve rt— d on T.V. 
by Our ’Enry). If reqirired. we can euppiy tempi* a of boti tie traditional and NofVp Mta — fiat you 
My can eee tie rtfferanc* and make your choice. Coeingt can be auppMad lor boti eyetams if 


HAS YOU R LEAK ING ROOF CAUSED INTERNAL DAMAGE? 

Damaged oeflinpo and deooraione can b# repaired or replaced. 

MAIN ROOF REPAIRS 

W# lioo t p tdiitH In riili tnd M# rsp lirs, coroplGte otalod ind Mod rod rapltoonoit works, guttering, 
iRsdwotki and cHimnoy oteck rspurt 
BAS ROOFING ARE HERE TO SUIT YOU. 

No more apeakkig to ttiat impersonal answer machine - your oal MM be dealt witti personalty during 
normal office hours and a bed appointaient mad* at a Vme to auit you - in do" “ ‘ 

THESE ARE JUST SOME OF THE SERVICES OFFERED BY BAS ROOF NO. IF 
HERE - GIVE US A RING. WE ARE SURE WE CAN HELP 
WE HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED FOR 21 YEARS BY GIVING 
THE BEST SERVICE ANO VALUE FOR MONEY 



FREE Colour Brochure 
Available 

I Methodist Guild Holidays offers you: 

• Holidays with a difference 

• Bargain breaks 

• Special Interest breaks 

• Group/Conference bookings 
... at nine hotels by the sea or in the country. 

Send for your brochure 
nowl 

Phone or fill in the 
request 
below. 




580550.^^ ^ 

(24 hrs) ^ 


Reach over 150,000 readers per month. 
Tel: DAVID HOLDEN on 0865 880505 
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ON HIS RETIREMENT 



"I would rather be wrong with Jesus of 
Nazareth than right with anyone else" 


is, and gives meaning and purpose to 
life. But it is Jesus who shows me His 
nature and character, and Jesus who 
shows me what mine should 
be....Humanity says I want; Jesus gives 
himself away .... I would rather be wrong 
with Jesus of Nazareth than right with 
anyone else. 

Cross and Resurrection 

In the spring and summer of 1945, 
when I was sixteen, three things hap- 
pened which turned my life upside 
down. The first was an operation that 
failed. I was born with a cleft soft pal- 
ate, a very easy operation nowadays, 
but in my infancy Great Ormond Street 
made a hash of it. The operation I now 
had was to repair the damage of the first 
one. In fact it made it worse. Now I had 
prayed often enough that God would 
put my talking right by a miracle. So 
what sort of God was it who not only 
did not cure you miraculously. He didn’t 
even cure you through surgeons. (He 
and they made amends years later but I 
wasn’t to know that.) 

The second thing that happened was 
that my elder brother died. He was my 
absolute hero whom I adored. Like all 
boys in those days he wanted to be an 
engine driver when he grew up, and 
actually fulfilled his dream, driving 
troop trains in the army in India. He 
died of pneumonia and the pain is still 
with me. The third thing was the drop- 
ping of the first atom bomb on Hiro- 
shima. And I was utterly appalled.... 

My operation - why did it happen to 
me? My brother’s death - why didn’t 
God do something? Hiroshima - why 
did God allow it? It seemed as if the 
whole of what I had previously be- 


lieved was one big con.... 

For myself I hadn’t got that far then, 
and since God had behaved unspeak- 
ably....! made the best of a bad job and 
concentrated on Jesus who clearly could 
not be blamed for what had happened. 
Gradually I worked out that I owed it to 
my brother to live for him the life he 
never had a chance to live. That meant 
enjoying life to the full, but also having 
some purpose in it.. ..I sort of drifted 
towards ordination. What God thought 
about it all, I had no idea. We still weren’t 
on speaking terms. 

On August 6 1952, the feast of the 
Transfiguration, I was meditating in 
chapel on Mark 9: 2-8, particularly on the 
cloud that overshadowed them and the 
voice coming out of the cloud “This is 
my beloved Son; listen to him.” (With- 
out getting technical, this ‘cloud’ is the 
ancient Jewish Shekinah, veiling the glory 
of God). August 6 is not only the feast of 
the Transfiguration, it is the anniversary 
of the dropping of the first atom bomb. 

Glimpsing the Glory of God 

What happened to me next is 

indescribable Somehow the mushroom 

cloud of Hiroshima and the Shekinah 
cloud of the Transfiguration were united, 
so that God was in Christ, Christ was in 
the world’s pain and travail, and I was 
drawn into that cloud. All things fitted 
together and were at one, the At-Onement, 
the Atonement, the Victory of the Cross 
sealed in a Resurrection experience.... 
First I knew that God was in Christ rec- 
onciling the world to himself Sec- 

ondly, I knocked up the Principal, who 
was going to bed, not to tell him what had 
happened but to make my first confes- 
sion. Even that tiniest glimpse of the 


Glory of God produced in me an over- 
whelming sense of sin. I knew myself 
forgiven, accepted, loved. 

Prayer, personal and public 

I’m a very ordinary person and like other 
ordinary people I do not find it easy to 
pray and it is very hard to be good. But that 
is no reason why you or I should give up 
trying.... the core purpose of the Church is 
not spiritual kicks, or moral uplift, or the 
preservation of ancient buildings. The core 
purpose is the worship of God. 

Death and Judgement 

I make pathetic efforts to give myself 
away and die to self in order to serve God 
and humanity. It is a life-long struggle. 
Physical death is the only time in my life 
when I give myself away absolutely, ut- 
terly and completely. The moment of death 
is important because it is only at that point 
that “nothing in my hand I bring,” and I 
enter fully into eternal life. 

The night before I was ordained I had a 
dream, vision, nightmare - call it what you 
will. A whole host of people were ap- 
proaching the judgement throne. I was 
standing to one side, and each of them as 
they got to the head of the queue turned 
and pointed and said “It was because of 
him that I did not follow Jesus Christ.” Ice 
cold, I knew myself judged; knew also 
that I must go forward - in hope. 

What was dream then, is reality now 
forty years on. We are unprofitable serv- 
ants; I do indeed know myself judged, but 
know also that I must still go forward in 
hope, because in the words of St John of 
the Cross: “At the evening of life we shall 
be judged by Love.” 

+ Simon Buckingham 



We're going to miss you all! 


Bishop Simon has been supported in his ministry by his family especially 
his wife, Janet (pictured back right) . " Janet cared also for her wider family 
of clergy wives and was always one of us " said Ruth Bone, whose husband, 
the Bishop of Reading , is the former Archdeacon of Buckingham. Pictured 
here with Simon and Janet Burrows are their five children, their son - in - 
law and one of their two grandchildren. Left to right are: (back row) 
Philippa and Jeremy, (front row) Giles, son in law Coen , Frances with 
Anna, Rebecca. 


A man of wisdom, humour and Christian spirit 

From the moment I came to the Diocese Bishop Simon was most 
warmly welcoming. Apart from all the wonderful work he has done 
in the Archdeaconry of Buckingham and for the Diocese as a whole he 
has been a most generous and supportive colleague. We will miss his 
humour and outspokeness but especially his truly Christian spirit. 

The Bishop of Oxford 

Farewell! It is very sad to say goodbye to Simon, a source of much wise 
advice together with great cheerfulness and good humour. It has been 
a privilege to serve with him and a very real sadness to see him go. May 
he have a long, energetic and enjoyable retirement. 

The Bishop of Dorchester 
Thank you for allowing me a twelve - year share in your ministry in 
Bucks. It was an education to work with someone who never seemed 
to take his eye off the balL Adept at the forward defensive stroke, yet 
a freely scoring stroke maker. We have all admired your style. 
The Bishop of Reading 



THE BEST PLANTER EVER TO 
ESCAPE FROM BABYLON 


As featured on BBC 
ITY and Sk\ TV 



£ 19 - 

The 

unique 

Christmas 

present 


THE BABYLLON BOWL 

# Bowl turns and lifts off 
to catch the sun 

to replant or maintain 

# Wrought iron coated 
rugged and long-lived 
tough polyester finish 

# Suitable for plants or 
artificial arrangements 

# For home or church use 
bring from home and place in 
the stand 

TREAT YOURSELF - OR 

TREAT YOUR CHURCH 


HOTLINE NUMBERTAccess/VisaT)^er 7 7ne"o9 lTTs^TOrdTrsTTerOO P&FfR Ee"! 

I Card Number 


I 

| Expiry E 


Send me...(Qty) Diamond White and... ( 


) Lustre Black Wall Mounts at £15.99 each 


I 

I Send me...{Qty) Diamond White and... (Qty) Lustre Black Floor Stands at £19.99 each 
Send cheque/PO payable to Innoverve Ltd. for £...(plus £3.75 for P and P) to Babyllon Bowl 
■Offer 2-3 Palmer Road, Peterlee X, Co. Durham SR8 1 AU. Or charge Visa □ Access □ 
jName - .. Signature .. 

I 


Address .. 


..Post Code... 


Tel: Please allow up to 28 days for delivery 


I WHAT THEY SAY 

1 “A great way of creating 
all-year-round plant and flower 
displays “ 

Garden News 

“It’s a very clever concept” 

BBC Radio 

“...allows you to plan* a superb 
floral display in around 
15 minutes” 

Perfect Homes 

“Surely this is what the 
Hanging Gardens of Babylon 
must have been like” 

Nationwide Properties 

I planted it up, saw the result 
and immediately ordered two 
more” 

Mrs A.H. Eaton -Ford 

FREE: Complete with genuine 
u Fyba ” liner, screws, 
wallplugs and full instructions. 


Advertisement feature 


HOLYPORT LODGE, MAIDENHEAD 


A recent Daily Telegraph article 
suggests that the standards of some 
retirement homes is extremely 
high and it’s no doubt that this is 
due to the efforts of companies 
like Country House Retirement 
Homes who operate some fifteen 
select establishments in the Home 
Counties. 

Of my own choice, I visited one 
such home, Holyport Lodge nes- 
tled in the picture postcard village 
of Holyport near Maidenhead 
overlooking the village green. 

On a sundrenched but frosty 
November afternoon, I was greeted 
at the fabulous Edwardian 
Mansion by Maria Berkeley, the 
Matron, a very warm and lovely 
lady who showed me round what 
can only be described as a magnif- 
icent and spacious home overlook- 
ing a Christmas card village green 
to the South and a beautiful huge 
Italian walled rose garden com- 
plete with paths throughout for 
wheelchairs to the North. 

The Lodge has 35 elegant rooms 
all with authentic period furnishing 
varying in size catering for long 
term residents to those who need a 
short term respite from ill health or 
a recent operation. 


The residents’ lounge is a high 
oak panelled cosy and comfortable 
area overlooking the landscaped 
gardens flanked by an elegant din- 
ing room with comprehensive and 
caring menus on one side and a 
guest hospitality room on the 
other. 

A sprawling room which can 
only be described as palatial which 
is used by the residents to entertain 
family, for private functions like 
family birthdays or even if a resi- 
dent simply wishes to have dinner 
in the privacy and company of his 
or her own family, this can be 
arranged. 

Holyport Lodge is steeped in 
history, its architecture unspoilt 
from its Edwardian origins with 
breathtaking skylights to the three 
floors (all linked by lift) of the 
building allowing the sunshine to 
flood into each and every room. 

Each of the residents’ rooms 
(some are enormous) are comfort- 
ably equipped all with superb 
views and are but a button away 
from 24 hour close care. 

The theme at Holyport Lodge 
seems to be freedom with no set 
routine but care at all times - 
ensuring the residents really do 


enjoy the Golden Years they’ve 
worked so hard for. Something is 
always going on if you wish, from 
outings to visits, from guest speak- 
ers to the activity room, where you 
can get involved in handicrafts, 
making Pot Pourris or Christmas 
table decorations (as they were on 
my visit - and very good too!) 
Quizzes, tapestry, gardening - 
always something to stimulate and 
entertain if you wish. All the trim- 
mings and luxury of a Five star 
hotel is Holyport but with all the 
contentment, happiness, love and 
belonging that you would expect in 
your home - after all their home is 
your home. 

Space prevents me from telling 
you more but I came away from 
Holyport Lodge with a picture of 
pure care and contentment in a 
beautiful home. 

The Country House brochure is 
very comprehensive but my advice 
to you can only be to go along and 
take a close look for yourself, 
Holyport is one of many beautiful 
homes near you 

And don’t just take their word 
for it - take mine!! 

David Holden, 
Sales Manager, The Door 



Step into our caring homes 
and see for yourself what makes 
them that extra bit special. 


■ Elegant Comfortable Surroundings ■ En-Suite Facilities 

■ Warm & Homely Atmosphere ■ Set In Their Own Extensive Gardens 

■ Hobbies & Interests Encouraged ■ Open to Long Term, Short Stay 

■ Unique Activity Centres Respite, Convalescent, Holiday 

■ 24 Hour Qualified Nursing Care & Day Care 


Holyport Lodge 

NURSING HOME 


The Green, Holyport 
Nr. Maidenhead, Berks SL6 2JA 

Tel: 0628 781138 



...HelpLine... 

Advice Line for Carers 

FREEPHONE 

0800 592681 


COUNTRY HOUSE 

Carr as irufn tduaJ as you an 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 


To advertise ring David Holden on 0865 880505 


Mata® Mai lis#8W teM M 

3 Clarendon Place Leamington Spa Warwickshire CV32 5Q Tel. and Fax. 0926 426661 

are pleased to be associated 
with the 

Cumnor Development 

as 

Architects 

for the Diocese of Oxford. 


f DAMPROT 
RENOVATIONS 
LIMITED 

Unit 10, Chiltern Business Centre, 
Garsington Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 5NG 

Are pleased to have been involved in 
The Cumnor Vicarage and Parish Centre Developments 
and would like to send them every good wishes 


& “P. AooeU t2uansiie& 

NATURAL PURBECK STONE 

est 

09w/ X ALL supplied and delivered 

FROM OUR OWN QUARRY 

• Rockery • Memorials • Walling • Flooring 

• Paving • Sawn and Polished • Birdbaths 
• Sea Defence • Fireplaces • Guillotined Stone 

• Dressed Building Stone 

We are pleased to have supplied the Vicarage, Cumnor 
on behalf of Leadbitter Construction with Purbeck 
Dressed Walling stone, Quoins for comers, Jambs for 
Windows and WaBstones for garden wads. 

We would be pleased to quote against any enquiry 
no order too email. 

- Wholesale, trade and private 

For realistic prices phone 

(0929) 439255/439436 

0 422657 — EVENINGS 

Y, KINGSTON ROAD, LANGTON, 



MATRAVERS, SWANAGE, DORSET 


3C 



We've got the iewson lef! 

Suppliers of all timber and building 
materials to Cumnor!! 

TIMBER AND BUILDING MATERIALS 

3EWS0N 


GARDNER ROOFING 

Tiling , Slating, Stone Tiling, Leadwork 
13 Aldsworth Close, Fairford, Gloucestershire GL7 4LB 

Are pleased to have “covered” the 

development at Cumnor!! 

• Free Estimates 
• 20 Years’ Experience 

Telephone: 

Cirencester (0285) 712121 
Fax: (0285) 713806 



A1 OXFORDSHIRE BATHROOMS 

Showers, Plumbing and Central Heating Services 

Fresh Approach... Old fashioned Ideas 


Quality: Bathrooms, Showers, Plumbing, 
Closets, Central Heating, Designer 
Radiators 


Original ideas to create 
individuality 

ALL TRADES 

WORKING 
TOGETHER 

(Also special design & assistance for disabled 
& elderly without that clinical look) 


A1 Oxford 56688 /CfJ 

£5$ Abingdon 534440 O 

SHOWROOM BY APPOINTMENT 
M l IK >\ YARD. 46 RICHMt >ND R< ) AD, < >XH >Ri) ( >X 1 21 1 




THE NEW 
VICARAGE 


BUILDING is nearing comple- 
tion in Cumnor Village centred 
around the provision of a new 
Vicarage designed in accor- 
dance with the guidelines rec- 
ommended by the Church 
Commissioners. 

The new Vicarage has been 
built within the grounds of the 
existing Vicarage, which itself 
is located opposite St 
Michael’s Church and is a 
Grade II Listed building in the 
Cumnor Conservation Area. 

As part of the wider scheme, 
the existing Vicarage has been 
subdivided and refurbished to 



Preparing the driveway at Cumnor Vicarage. 


CARTER JONAS 
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14 Offices throughout England 
specialising in 

all aspects of country property 

12a George Street 
Hanover Square 
London WIR 9DE 

& 

14 St Giles 
Oxford 0X1 3JX 
Tel: 0865 511444 
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Unit 21 

Wostmoad Industrial Estate 
Wsstlsa, Swindon SN5 7YT 
Tsl (0793) 644525/614708 
Fax:(0793)619891 

SUPPUERS OF DOOR LOCKS, LATCHES AND 
BUILDERS HARDWARE 

Congratulations to all those 
involved in the Cumnor new 
vicarage project 


L eadbitter 

CONSTRUCTION 

Are pleased to have been appointed as 
Main Contractor - for the refurbishment of 
the existing vicarage, the construction of 
3 dwellings and a new vicarage 

Nature of Project 

The Works comprise the construction 
of a new parsonage house, 3 new 
dwellings and alterations to the 
existing vicarage, together with 
associated external works 


NHBC 
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J. B. Leadbitter & Co. Ltd., 

Grange Mill, 33/35 Acre End Street, 
Eynsham, Oxford OX8 1 PF Sim 

Tel: Oxford (0865) 880099 ^Vi 

Fax: (0865) 883043 
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provide a Parish Centre, a Rat 
and a House. Three new two- 
bedroomed Cottages with 
Garages have been built for 
sale on adjoining glebe land. 
Their design is sympathetic to 
the Village surroundings and 
they are laid out around a 
courtyard and constructed in 
natural stone, with private 
access. 

Recognising the sensitive 
location, the Diocese arranged 
for the new Vicarage, subdivi- 
sion of the existing one and 
construction of the new 
Cottages to be done at one time 


The existing Vicarage. 

under a single contract. 

The skill of the Architects, 
Rathbone and Taylor, and care 
exercised by the main 
Contractor, J B Leadbitter & 
Co Ltd. have resulted in the 
creation of a well thought-out 
development which blends in 
attractively in this part of 


Cumnor Village. 

Should any of our readers 
be interested in purchasing 
the two-bedroomed Flat or 
one of the new stone 
Cottages please contact the 
selling Agent, Jonathan 
Crellin at Carter-Jonas, 
Telephone 0865 511444. 



FALCON 

Carpentry & Joinery 


Falcon Carpentry & Joinery 

Are pleased to have carried out 
the Carpentry and Joinery work 
at Cumnor Vicarage and the 
refurbishment of the Parish 
Centre and the three new 
two-bedroomed cottages 


2 GRANGE COURT, EYNSHAM ROAD, OXFORD 0X2 9BJ. 
Tel: (0865) 864231 



Would like to wish Cumnor Vicarage 
all the very best for the future. 

Unit 4, Carterton South Ind. Estate, 

Black Bourton Road, Carterton, Oxon OX8 3EZ 

Telephone: 0993 840178 


Northbury Plastering 

“Are pleased to have been involved at 
Cumnor” 

* Plastering Contractors 

* Drylining Specialists 

* Floor Screeds 

* Artex Ceilings 
19a Park Road, Northleigh, 

Oxon. Tel: 0993 882888 
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SCAFFOLDING SUPPLIED 
AND ERECTED. 

LABOUR ONLY WELCOME. 

Prompt and reliable 7 day service 

Abingdon (0235) 532563 
Cellnet (0860) 334808 

(Premium rate charges apply) 

20 Reynolds Way, Abingdon 


R &PKM0REMN SERVICES LTD 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CONTRACTORS 



Are pleased to have carried 
out the electrical work at the 
Cumnor Developement on 
behalf of the Diocese of 
Oxford and would like to wish 
them every success 

Red Lion House, 6 Sheep Street, Highworth, 
Swindon, Wiltshire SN6 7AA 

Tel: (0793)861794 
Fax: (0793) 765187 
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ANGELS TOUCHING OUR LIVES 



Angel detail from window in the South Aisle of Dorchester Abbey. 
Photo by Frank Blackwell. 


Hope Price, a vicar’s wife, 
has recently published An- 
gels (Macmillan £12.99), a 
collection of angel experi- 
ences. In the foreword to her 
book, actor David Suchet, a 
Christian who was brought 
up as a Jew, says: "This 

remarkable book will bring 
surprise and wonderment, 
peace and encouragement. 
It will strengthen the belief 
that God Himself is in full 
control over what is happen- 
ing to His creation." It is 
now. two years since Hope 
Price first felt inspired to 
write this book. Her feeling 
that this was an area previ- 
ously untouched by serious 
research has resulted in this 
compelling collection of sto- 
ries about many people's 
encounters with God's mes- 
sengers. 

Asking about angels has re- 
vealed hundreds of angel expe- 
riences from people all over the 
country. All said the event had a 
profound impact on them. Yet 
most of them had told hardly 
anyone previously, maybe just 
two or three people. This is why 
those who haven ’t seen an angel 
think they don’t know anyone 
who has. However, there are far 
more around than you might 
expect. 

"They are spirits 
who serve God 
and are sent by 
him to help those 
who are to receive 
salvation" 
(Hebrews 1:14) 

Audrey, an elderly Christian in 
Newcastle, was discussing with 
neighbours a neighbourhood 
watch scheme, as there had been 
a spate of burglaries locally. 
Some of the neighbours said, 
“There is no need for you to 


worry, Audrey.” Puzzled, 
Audrey asked why. One replied, 
“Every night there are two gi- 
ants guarding your flat. They 
aren’t from anywhere round 
here, and they look so big - I 
wouldn’t want to tangle with 
them.” 

During the Blitz in the Sec- 
ond World War, the bombing of 
London could be seen from 
Croxley Green where the Wills 
family lived. One night David, 
aged five, was woken up by an 
extremely bright light in the 
room and a feeling of discom- 
fort in his legs. As he opened his 
eyes, he saw an angel sitting on 
his bed, on his legs, in fact! The 
angel had two folded wings, 
wore a robe and everything 


about it seemed to emit light. 
David found the presence and 
weight of the angel very reas- 
suring. The next morning he told 
his mother, who had good rea- 
son to remember the occasion. 
The remarkable thing was that 
she had spent the whole night in 
prayer, asking God to protect 
her own family, as well as all 
affected by the London Blitz. 

A young man called Carl 
was the drummer at Peterbor- 
ough Bible Week in May 1989. 
During a worship time with the 
children, Carl saw many angels 
standing shoulder to shoulder 
right around the hall, facing in- 
wards to where the children and 
music group were seated. The 
angels were, “Solid figures, 


about seven feet tall, glowing 
very brightly. They wore sim- 
ple wraparound robes, tied at 
the waist and their hair was 
shoulderlength, light-coloured 
and wavy. Behind their backs 
were two huge folded wings and 
in their hands they each held a 
long, double-edged sword which 
they leaned upon.” Carl watched 
them for about five minutes, 
aware that their purpose was to 
protect the children and adults. 
Afterwards he wrote down what 
he had seen, feeling thrilled and 
awe-struck by this privilege, for 
which he praised God. 

"God will put his 
angels in charge 
of you to protect 
you wherever you 
go" (Psalm 91) 

The overwhelming feeling many 
have described when they see 
an angel is a sense of PEACE, as 
well as privilege for what they 
have witnessed. Seeing an an- 
gel doesn’t mean someone is 
more special to God or more 
spiritual than another person. 
Some have not even been be- 
lievers at the time, which also 
happened in the Bible. For ex- 
ample, Hagar met an angel in 
the wilderness who sent her back 
to Sarah (Genesis 16:6-15) It is 
God’s prerogative to send an 
angel to intervene in our lives if 
He so wishes. Angels help us to 
see that God is active in the 
world today. However, they are 
not nearly so important as Jesus, 
on whom the Christian faith de- 
pends. 

Psalm 91:9-11 says, “Be- 
cause you have made the Lord 
your refuge, He will give His 
angels charge over you, to guard 
you in all your ways.” God loves 
us so much that He demonstrates 
His power by sending His an- 
gels to protect, rescue or to en- 
courage us. 

Hope Price 


Angels 

reviewed 

Angels is a compilation of 
sightings of angels - both bib- 
lical and present-day. The 
suitably-named Hope Price 
opens with her reasons for 
writing a book about God's 
messengers and concludes 
with the words: "It is not 
right to place too much em- 
phasis on angels - millions of 
angels put together have far 
less power and authority 
than the Lord Jesus." 

Yet Angels differs from 
other accounts such as Billy 
Graham's Angels: God's Se- 
cret Agents in that there is 
very little of the author's 
opinions, which leaves am- 
ple space to describe 
sightings. The book is clev- 
erly divided into chapters 
such as Angels on the Roads, 
and Angels in Human Form, 
which makes it a perfect ref- 
erence book. It is also an ad- 
vantage that Hope Price got 
in touch with people through 
advertisements in Diocesan 
newspapers and from radio 
interviews. Consequently the 
sightings are by ordinary 
people who are relatively 
easy to relate to. 

Indeed my only criticism 
of the book is that towards 
the end it becomes slightly 
repetitive in its structure. 
However, it is an ideal book 
to dip in and out of and, I 
think, an ideal Christmas 
present for anyone whether 
they place "emphasis on an- 
gels" or not. 

Ophelia Zwart 

Ophelia Zwart is a programme re- 
searcher for the BBC. She attends 
Woodstock Baptist Church. 



X — 

Ecumenical report 

At the annual assembly on No- 
vember 6, Baptist Minister 
Jenny Wakefield affirmed that 
in differences lay great rich- 
ness, although she warned 
against the watering down of 
scripture. She welcomed frank 
discussion and urged respect 
for creeds, but defined Au- 
thority as being within the 
Church under guidance of the 
Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ. 

Roman Catholic Sister 
Andrea Le Guevel said there 
could be no real ecumenism 
without changes of heart. She 
illustrated how far the move- 
ment had progressed, warned 
against complacency, and re- 
lied upon Grace and the great 
groundswell which is irrevers- 
ible. It is for each of us to ask 
the question: “What more can 
I do to further ecumenism in 
my Church.” 

Russian Orthodox Bishop 



Basil of Sergievo (who lives 
in Oxford and will be the next 
President of Churches To- 
gether in England) saw 
ecumenism as all-embracing. 
He urged recognition of the 
differences between dogma, 
theological opinions and pi- 
ous practice and re-affirmed 
that all Salvation is from 
Christ. 

Finally, the Revd Dr 
Donald Norwood reported on 
the proceedings of the World 
Council of Churches Fifth 
Conference on Faith and Or- 
der which he attended in San- 
tiago de Compostela last Au- 
gust. 

Norman Le Fort 
Executive Secretary f Oxon 
Ecum.Council. 


LISTEN! — HAVE YOU HEARD? 

A new exciting move of revival is happening at 

NEW HOPE BIBLE COLLEGE! 

We have places for 50 more dedicated Christian men and women to join 
us in our 20th year of full time Bible studies and practical evangelism. 
Don’t miss this opportunity. 

Hurry! Next term starts mid January 1994. 

Sponsorship Programme available (UK Citizens only) 

Apply now: New Hope Trust, Peterhead AB42 7DQ 
Phone 0779 838251 


Due to our sucessful advertising 
campaign, we are now able to 

offer a 

FREE DAMP IEST 

For all house owners 

One of our surveyors can call at your property and 
scan all of your walls for damp with a damp detec- 
tor. If he does find any damp in your property he 
can tell you the cause of it, the extent, the damage 
it is doing to your property and advise you of a 
remedy. 

To book your FREE, NO-OBLIGATION TEST ring 

CHERWEU PROPERTY 
PRESERVATION 
on 0604 21051 
Alter 5.30pm 0604 233244 


LUCKLEY-OAKWOOD 

SCHOOL 


Wokingham, Berkshire 



Girls’ independent school offering full or weekly boarding 
and day places for up to 300 pupils aged 11-18 

• High academic standards 

• Emphasis on individual pastoral care 

• Happy boarding environment 

• Wide ranging extra-curricular provision 

• Various informal Christian groups 

• Purpose-built Sixth Form accommodation for up 
to 60 girls 

An evangelical Church of England foundation which wel- 
comes girls of all denominations and seeks to express 
the Christian faith in all aspects of school life. There are 
opportunities for regular worship in daily assembly and 
Sunday services (for boarders). 

ENTRANCE EXAMINATION 

First year entrants: Saturday 22 January 1994 
Older applicants: Tuesday 25 January 1994 

Further information and details of 
Scholarships from the 
Admissions Secretary — 

Tel: (0734) 784175 


JL 



“SHAME AND GRACE” 

A national conference in Oxford led by 


Dr Lewis Smedes 
Graduate School of Psychology 
Fuller Theological Seminary 
California, USA 

9-11 June 1994 

There will be: 

6 plenary sessions exploring “Shame and Grace”; 


4 workshops in small groups on Injury & 
Forgiveness; Shame & Grace, Fear & Hope & 
Isolations and Intimacy; , 

1 workshop selected from different options on such 
themes as Listening, Personality, Psychology, 
Counselling, Freud, and Jung. 

The conference is arranged by: 

The Oxford Christian Institute for Counselling 
(A Registered Charity) 


For further details and application form send s.a.e to: 
OCIC (TD), 11 Norham Gardens, 

Oxford OX2 6PS I 

or telephone: 0865 58154 A 
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COMMENT 


Bosnia and Bethl 




FROM THE 
BISHOP OF 
BUCKINGHAM) 

It has not been an easy year. 
Humanity’s capacity for cru- 
elty has reached new depths 
in domestic violence and in 
the war-torn world. As ever, 
it’s women and children first 
as the victims. The cynic mut- 
ters ‘‘Christmas comes but 
once a year, and when it comes 
it brings ... the massacre of 
the Innocents!” Into that 
world of Herod’s cruelty 
Christ is born. The desperate 
may call for a return to Chris- 
tian values, but what we re- 
ally need to hear is the Chris- 
tian message: you must be 
born again. 

And money seems to domi- 
nate everything from spend, 
spend, spend in the shops to 
endless affirmations of the 
‘green shoots’ of recovery. But 
in our heart of hearts we know 
that the basic problems of our 
nation are not economic. The 
same goes for the Church. It 
feels good to vent one’s anger 
on the Church Commission- 
ers, and they certainly need to 
be born again into a more 
Christian mind-set and life- 
style. But what is your con- 
gregation’s attitude to Chris- 
tian giving, and does my life 
indicate Christ’s love for the 
poor? 

There is too, the sorrow at 
‘the parting of friends’, who 
feel they must leave our 
Church because of the 
priesting of women. We and 
they must be born again in the 
separate paths we travel. But 
after the sorrow, the joy ; 1994 
will be ‘annus mirabilis’ to be 
celebrated with trumpets and 
Botticelli angels. 

For me personally 1994 
marks the parting of friends 
in a different context. Thank 
you for your friendship these 
last twenty years. The 
Archdeaconry of Buckingham 
is fortunate indeed in the ap- 
pointment of Colin as its new 
bishop. He will soon discover 
that the fortune is mutual. As 
for myself I look FORWARD 
to retirement, and to be born 
again in the next stage of pil- 
grimage. Happy Christmas. 

+Simon Buckingham 


St Luke was not an eyewitness 
of the events he so ravishingly 
describes in the birth narratives. 
The only eye-witnesses were 
Joseph, the shepherds and the 
innkeeper. But Luke had, as he 
said to the recipient of his gos- 
pel, “Followed all things closely 
for some time past and proposed 
to write an orderly account con- 
cerning the things of which he 
had been informed.” His sources 
of information comprised those 
who had been “From the begin- 
ning eye-witnesses and minis- 
ters of the Word.” (Luke 1:1-3) 
So Luke was not a romancer but 
a serious historian on a par with 
other serious historians of the 
first century. His object was to 
enlighten a cultivated Roman 
official “His excellency”, who 
had asked for a reliable account 
of Christ’s life, as distinct from 
the traditions and the fancies, 
which no doubt flourished in 
the apostolic age. 

The Cross every- 
where casts its 
shadow over the 
Manger. And so 
it continues to 
this day 

So the birth narratives do have 


Christmas 
thoughts 
by Stuart 
Blanch 

to be taken seriously; they were 
not the product of a fertile im- 
agination. They are full of real 
people and real places eg John 
the Baptist, Simeon the priest, 
Anna the prophetess, Caesar 
Augustus the emperor, Quirinius 
the governor of Syria, Nazareth 
in Galilee, Bethlehem in Judea. 
So whatever reservations we 
may entertain about the details, 
we cannot treat these narratives 
just as fairy-tales But what were 
they intended by the author to 
say to Theophilus? 

1. That Jesus was a Jew bom 
into an observant Jewish home 
and reared in the Law and tradi- 
tions of Israel. 

2. That there was a physical 
and spiritual kinship between 
Jesus and John the Baptist which 
later was to produce controversy 
between them. 

3. That some of the earliest 
witnesses entertained tremulous 
hopes that Jesus was the long- 
awaited Messiah. 

4. That the birth at Bethlehem 


rather than at Joseph’s home 
town of Nazareth was signifi- 
cant in view of the fact that 
David the great ‘Messianic’ fig- 
ure of the past was himself bom 
there. 

5. That there was something 
mysterious about Jesus’ 
birth, which in the ancient world 
often portended a spectacular 
career. 

We have to learn 
to live with this 
antimony - the 
manger and the 
Cross, the 
suffering and 
the triumph.. 

But what do these birth narra- 
tives say to us 2,000 years after 
Theophilus first set eyes upon 
Luke’s manuscript? They say 
that the birth of Jesus was ac- 
complished under the most haz- 
ardous conditions after a long 
and dangerous journey in win- 
ter across the uplands of Israel. 
That his birth would divide his 
Jewish contemporaries between 
those who believed in him and 
those who did not. “This child is 
set for the fall and rising of 
many in Israel, and for a sign 
that is spoken against,” (Luke 
2:34) which is an oblique refer- 
ence to our Lord’s subsequent 
career and its catastrophic end 
on the Cross. 

The Cross everywhere casts ) 
its shadow over the Manger. And 


so it continues to this day - in the 
depths of human suffering evi- 
denced in Bosnia and more re- 
cently in India. We have to learn 
to live with this antimony - the 
Manger and the Cross, the suf- 
fering and the triumph, Christ- 
mas Day and Good Friday, the 
dark night in the tomb and the 
golden morning. 

I take a seemingly trivial ex- 
ample from my own experience. 
It was my misfortune, so it 
seemed at the time, to be a mem- 
ber of the guard for Christmas 
1942 in a giant transit camp near 
Manchester designed for at least 
10,000 men. There were 10 of 
us, and the rest had gone home 
for their Christmas festivities. 
The duty cook did his best, but 
there were no Christmas cards 
or Christmas parcels. There was 
nothing to do and nothing to 
guard, but we went through the 
motions each day and otherwise 
stayed solitary in our own Nissan 
huts. It was distinctly not a happy 
Christmas in the accepted sense, 
but it proved to be for me a 
moment of transit from an ill- 
defined agnosticism to an 
equally ill-defined faith. So I 
wish you a happy Christmas - in 
whatever sense that greeting 
answers your personal need. 
Every Bosnia has its Bethle- 
hem. I end with this magnificent 
passage by St Paul, which says 
it all: “I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present 
nor things to come, nor powers 
nor height or depth, nor any- 


Why me ? 

Did Mary ask, Why me, O God, Why me? 

While Joseph watched her, doubtfully, 

And neighbours whispered wicked words 
Behind self-righteous hands 
Concealing bitter lips. 

Did Joseph ask. Why me, O God, Why me? 
When Jesus wailed his new-born cry 
In the dusty stable cave. 

Did Jesus ask, Why me, O God, Why me? 
When hanging in his innocence 
On malefactor’s cross. 

So often, in our pain and loneliness 
We ask, Why me, O God, Why me? 

But then forget, in time of happiness, 

To ask again, Why me, O God? O Why 
Are you so very good to me? 

Diana Good 

Diana Good is a member of St John the Baptist Churchy Stone. 




thing else m all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
(Romans 8: 38-39). 

Lord Blanch (pictured left at his 
home near Banbury) is the former 
Archbishop of York and from 1966 
- 1975 was Bishop of Liverpool. His 
many books include Way of Bless- 
edness (1985) and Encounters with 
Christ (1988). His regular backpage 
column will return in February. 


On hearing 'What 
the Papers Say' 
on BBC Radio 4, 
November 2, 

1993 

We crucified a baby 
We hung him on a tree 
We drove the nails and 
held him up 
For all the world to see 

The malefactors by him 
Were little boys of ten 
They bear the scars of all the 
world - 

Of hatred - now and then 

They stoned a man called 
Stephen 

They crucified our Lord 
The parents stood and 
watched and wept 
Stricken and ignored 

We stoned a child called 
Jamie v 

We battered him with 
sticks 

We left him lying on the- 
ground 

Finished him off - with 
kicks 

1 stood there on the fringes 
I didn’t throw a stone 
I didn’t stop them either 
I wasn’t there alone 

O God of earth and altar 
Bow down and hear our cry 
For children in the 
savagery 
Of our society. 

Elizabeth Tyndall 
The Revd Elizabeth Tyndall is 
anNSM in the Vale of the White 
Horse 



Oxford Conference Centre, Saturday 22nd January 


• What kind of school is Bloxham? 

A school for boys (13-18) and girls (16-18) both boarding and 
day. The new Lower School for day boys aged 1 1 opens in 
September 1994. We have 350 pupils, 170 of whom are in the 
Sixth Form. We are a Woodward School and a member of HMC. 

• What do we offer? 

First rate teaching, a high standard of pastoral care, excellent 
sport, and a wide range of other activities. 

• Can the School help financially? 

We offer Scholarships at 13+ and for the Sixth Form. These are 
worth up to 50% (in case of financial need up to 100%). 
Academic, art, technology and music awards are available. We 
also offer Assisted Places at 13+ with boarding bursaries 
available. 


For further information y please visit our stand or telephone our 
Registrar, Mrs D. Wilson on Banbury (0295) 720206 or write to 
Bloxham School, Bloxham, Nr Banbury, Oxon 0X15 4PE 


Discover Companionship in Happy Surroundings. 
Find Excellence in Residential Care. 

Full English Breakfast. 

Traditional Home Cooking. 

Special Diets Catered For. 

Facing Sea. Level walks to shops. 

From £185.00 p.w. 

NORMANHURST 

Registered Residential Hotel with „ 
Attached Registered Nursing Home. 

De La Warr Parade, Bexhill-On-Sea, 

Sussex TN40 1LB. 

CARING FOR THE ELDERLY SINCE 1968. 
Telephone: 0424 217577 
Please send details on the Normanhurst 

Name 

Address 


Postcode Telephone (Door) 



INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 

COUNSELLING SKILLS 


CERTIFICATE COURSES. 1 YEAR DIPLOMA COURSES. 2 YEAR DIPLOMA 
COURSES. TRAINING RESOURCES. — ALL COURSES OF A HOME STUDY 
BASIS — SUMMER SCHOOL ACCREDITED BY THE COUNCIL OF 
ACCREDITING CORRESPONDENCE COLLEGES. 


For further details please write : 

REGISTRAR. INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING, 
DEPT U. 6 DIXON STREET, GLASGOW G1 4 AX 


MA IN CHURCH, 
RELIGION AND SOCIETY 
1780-1940 

A course is offered jointly by the Cheltenham and Gloucester 
College of Higher Education and Trinity College Bristol, with in 
depth studies in Missions & Imperialism: Women and Religion in 
England 1820-1920; The Revival of Catholicism (Oxford 
Movement & Roman Catholicism) and Evangelicalism in the 
Nineteenth Century. The course is full time in one year or on a 
part-time basis. Some funds and bursaries are available to help 
with tuition. Lectures on two week-night evenings, with three 
Saturday schools. 

Apply to: 

The Registry, Cheltenham and Gloucester College of Higher 
Education, PO Box 220, Park Campus, Cheltenham GL50 2QF 
(0242 532700) or The Registrar, trinity College, Stoke Hill, 
Bristol BS9 1 JP (0272 682803). 
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The Church 
Commissioners: 
further action ? 

Congratulations on making your lead story in the November issue, 
the account by John Prodger of the financial scandal concerning the 
‘lost’ £800 million. 

I concur with everything he writes but would add that in my 
view, a further investigation should be held to determine whether 
apy of the companies or individuals who dealt with the Commis- 
sioners could be prosecuted for fraud and whether any of the money 
is recoverable. If only 5% were to be recovered - and £40 million is 
more than mere pocket money - it is clear that the whole Church 
would benefit. 

If there is some minor theft or mis-statement leading to fraud, 
the police would be involved. Is it because the sums are so huge or 
the Church so embarassed that no action has been taken? It seems 
that the new Commissioners should at least find out if there is any 
way that proceedings could be taken. 

Clive Whitfield 
Chesham Bois , Bucks 

Hospitals 


and Schools 

I refer to the Venerable LG 
Tyler’s letter in private health 
care and education in the No- 
vember issue of The DOOR. I 
find very little in The DOOR for 
October about these subjects. 
There are some advertisements 
for private health care and edu- 
cation, but these help to pay for 
the production of The DOOR. 

What I find far more seri- 
ous is his accusations that our 
education service and health 
service are in a 'ramshackle 
state’. I do not know to what he 
is refering in this remark. If he is 
referring to the buildings and 
equipment he is very wrong. Of 
course some buildings are old 
and need a coat of paint. But he 
should visit Wexham Park and 
Heatherwood hospitals. They 
are excellent and wonderfully 


equipped. He might care to visit 
the new health centre in Maid- 
enhead. It is excellent. 

If he is refering to our ‘ram- 
shackle’ schools, please will he 
tell me of a single ramshackle 
school in Berkshire? Our schools 
are excellent and fully equipped. 
Desborough School in Maiden- 
head has recently got a new sci- 
ence block and has computer- 
ised view data equipment linked 
to a weather satellite. Oldfield 
Primary School has a computer 
in every classroom. 

He may be referring to wait- 
ing lists for hosptial treatment. 
Although these figures appear 
large; no-one who is seriously 
ill is denied hospital treatment 
quickly. Our health service is 
the finest in the world. The health 
service is a very large organisa- 
tion dealing with millions of 
people and it would be surpris- 
ing if things never went wrong. 


To say that the teaching in 
our schools is ramshackle is non- 
sense. Efforts are being made to 
improve standards and there are 
arguments about how to do this. 
But this does not mean that 
teaching is ramshackle. 

By describing our two most 
important services as in a ram- 
shackle state, the Venerable 
Tyler is causing great distress to 
those hundreds of thousands of 
public servants who are work- 
ing hard for the nation. 

Richard MA Lawson 
Maidenhead 


World Vision 

Who authorised the inclusion of 
the World Vision atlas of pov- 
erty in our Diocesan Newspa- 
per? To cover most of Africa as 
an area of “Extreme Suffering” 
for children is totally mislead- 
ing. I spent years in Nigeria and 
Ghana and have never seen ‘ex- 
treme suffering’ all over. One 
sees many pockets of it in Brit- 
ain and the USA as there are 
incidents of it in Nigeria and 
Ghana, generally for all sorts of 
reasons. 

If CMS or USPG or the 
Church of Scotland were asked 
to include objective calls for 
funds no-one would object to 
The DOOR enclosing their lit- 
erature. 

May I also, in passing, query 
why the front page of issue 47 
gave a wordy report “Where has 
all the money gone?” - without 
answering the question? 

I have, so far, understood 
that the simple answer is: “It 
was a paper loss of the worth of 
assets and property, due to in- 
flation on questionable invest- 
ments. All of which can only be 
verified, over time, by Coopers 
& Ly brand.” 

Revd Patrick Phillips 
Earley , Reading 


Paranoid 

Feminism 

“Ann became the first among 
many . . ’. who had their word 
doubted and ignored because 
they were women.” (The 
DOOR, October 1993, page 14.) 
I can find nothing about this in 
Luke 2: 36-38, or elsewhere in 
Scripture. Is there some other 
source for the statement, or is it 
just another example of half- 
baked, paranoid feminism? 

Stephen Freer 
Moreton-in-Marsh. 

Overseas 

students 

The Diocesan Partnership in 
World Mission is seeking to es- 
tablish a network of people who 
would be willing to offer occa- 
sional hospitality to Christian 
students from outside Britain 
studying at the theological col- 
leges in Oxford. During the va- 
cations there may be a need for 
somewhere to stay. During the 
Christmas and Easter holidays 
visitors may welcome a chance 
to be involved in the life and 
ministry of a Christian home 
and parish in the Diocese. Such 
a contact may continue into the 
next term and develop into real 
friendship. 

Anyone able to join the net- 
work is asked to get in touch 
with me at the address below. 
We are also seeking someone 
who could be the secretary for 
such a network of hospitable 
friends. If there seems to be a 
need and sufficient response we 
might be able to extend the 
scheme to cover other visitors 
and students. 

Bill Whiff en 

Canon Bill Whiffen, Partnership in 
World Mission, 90 Booker Avenue, 
Bradwell Common, Milton Keynes 
MK138EF. 



Whose cup is it 
anyway? 

A story for World Aids Pay 


It was an ordinary Sunday, I 
was administering the chalice 
during the Eucharist. Know- 
ing that Ray had been receiv- 
ing by intinction since his re- 
turn to church after he was 
diagnosed with Aids, I reached 
for his host to dip the bread 
into the wine for him. 

Ray reached for the chalice 
to drink. I was paralysed. 
Didn't he know that people 
were afraid? Didn't he know 
he was inviting other infec- 
tion? Someone had to talk to 
him. 

The blood of Christ, the cup of 
salvation. 

Someone did talk to Ray. 
He had missed the chalice so 
much that he 
agreed to re- 

<j- v 

putting his 
own health JSP 4 ^ 
at greater M 
risk. That ■ 
calmed the 
brewing 
storm, and 
life at church 
returned to 
normal. 

Inside me, something was 
wrong. My spirit was troubled 
and I suspected I knew why. I 
am intelligent enough to trust 
the evidence that no one gets 
Aids by drinking from a com- 
mon cup, but I was still afraid. 
The blood of Christ, the cup of 
salvation. 

Ray could no longer come 
to church, so the priest asked 
me to take communion to him 
at home. The brightness was 


ceive from 
the cup last, 


A/4) 



gone from his eyes. His face 
was gaunt, his body now ema- 
ciated. He could not walk any 
more. I passed the chalice to 
Ray. He held out his hand and 
said, "You first". 

I don't know what came over 
me. I seemed to have no con- 
trol as the words came out in a 
whisper, "No. I'm not afraid of 
you." 

The Blood of Christ, the cup of 
salvation. 

I had lied. I was shaking. As 
Ray raised the cup to his 
parched lips to drink, I entered 
a moment of terror at the 
thought, "What if the experts 
are wrong?" 

It was then that I saw tears 
well in Ray's 
eyes. As he 
passed the cup 
to me, saying 
those familiar 
words I have 
said so many 
times, my 
own tears 
mingled with 
Jesus' blood. I 
had come to 
minister, to 
bring Communion, but I had 
received the healing forgive- 
ness in the sharing of life. 

The Blood of our Lord Jesus 
Christ keep you in everlasting 
life. 

Dan Wall 

This article first appeared in the 
Anglican Advance, a publication 
of the Diocese of Chicago. For 
information about a Diocesan 
group which promotes HIV /AIDS 
awareness, contact Jo Saunders, 
6AldbourneRd, Burnham, Bucks, 
SL1 7NJ. Tel: 0628 663302. 


Advertising Feature 


CHARITIES: ARE YOU EXEMPT? 


RECENTLY, the growth in the number of 
charities has been at a more rapid rate then 
ever before and, predictably, alongside this 
has come increasing pressure for charities to 
be accountable both to their beneficiaries and 
to those raising funds. Legislation affecting 
charities is continually changing and (hose 
involved are hard-pressed to keep up to date. 
THE 1992 CHARITIES ACT 

The pace of change in legislation “moved 
up a gear” with the Charities Act 1992, its 
actual implementation will take place over an 
extended period. 

There are many measures now being 
adopted to ensure that Charities remain 
accountable to the public. For example, regis- 
tration requirements have been extended draw- 
ing smaller charities under the umbrella of (be 
Charity Commissioners. Those with a gross 
annual income over £1000 (with a few special 
exceptions) will now have to register. The Act 
also effectively sets up a new reporting 
regime, and charities which previously relied 
on the services of an “amateur” auditor and 
have not submitted accounts to the Charity 
Commissioners, now may have to file 
accounts or undergo a full audit 


Within ten months of the year end, the 
Trustees of the charity will have to file an 
Annual Report with Charity Commissioners 
covering the charity’s activities as well as 
other matters prescribed by the Secretary of 
State (this is in addition to the Annual Return 
submitted by charitable companies to 
Companies House). 

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES 

Charities have always relied heavily on 
fundraising activities, and the Act introduces 
new measures to control these activities 
including: 

• Written agreement with, and greater con- 
trols over, professional fund raisers. 

- New controls over television and tele- 
phone appeals. 

- Making it an offence to pose as a collec- 
tor for a registered charity when this is not the 
case. 

To ensure that fundraising activities realise 
their potential it is important to fuDy utilise the 
many tax concessions available to Charities. 

“A TRADING INSTITUTION?” 

Exemption for direct taxation is given to 
botfies or trusts established for charitable pur- 
poses only, and a claim must be made by a 


CHARITIES 

Partially exempt for VAT? 

Computers a problem? 

Fixed Price Audit? 

Trustee Responsibilities? 

Whatever your needs our experience in assisting 
Charities will enable us to help 
See if you like our approach by contacting either 
Richard Rhodes or James Watts on 0753 840111 for a 
FREE initial consultation. 

FELTONS 

Chartered Accountants ^ 

12 Sheet Street 
Windsor 

Berkshire, SL4 1BG 

AN ASSOCIATE FIRM OF LEIGH WATSON 


charity every year. 

Where the trading activities of a charity 
meet the charity’s main objectives the income 
will be exempt from tax. There is, of course a 
very fine line to be drawn between furthering 
one’s activities by trading and actually becom- 
ing “a trading institution” and each case is 
considered on its own merits in the tight of 
special provisions. If the activities fall outside 
the scope of these provisions then the income 
will, in fact, be taxable, and this is when the 
setting up of a subsidiary should be seriously 
considered in order to maintain the tax free 
status of the charity. 

DEEDS OF COVENANT 

A trading subsidiary can “abed” its profits 
to the main charity by means of a Deed of 
Covenant. 

Charities rely very heavily on Deeds of 
Covenant. Deeds of Covenant, whether by a 
subsidiary or by an individual, can effectively 
add a third to the value of a donation and at no 
extra cost to the donor. This is perhaps the 
most cost-effective and straightforward way of 
adding value to a donation. 

VAT - COULD YOU CLAIM A REFUND? 

Many charities register for VAT late and 
incur formidable penalties precisely because 
they are unaware of the detailed VAT rules. 
Many charities should be registered for VAT 
because they are generating “taxable income” 
for VAT purposes. 

Surprisingly, registering for VAT can 
sometimes be beneficial for charities, enabling 
them to secure a full VAT refund on expendi- 
ture which directly supports the generation of 
taxable income, such as sales of magazines or 
books or admission to events, many charities 
are missing out on worthwhile VAT reclaims, 
particularly under partial exemption rules. 

There are a number of special VAT rcief 
for charities which are often missed including: 

- Conference facilities made available to 
educational charities by educational institu- 
tions. 

- Advertising where this is to publicise or 
raise money for the charity. 

- Purchase of medical, scientific or com- 
puter equipment. 

- A variety of minor reliefs for the pur- 
chase of goods and services for the handi- 
capped or disabled. 

A POTENTIAL MINEFIELD? 

All in all, the issues involved in the organi- 
sation of Charities are becoming increasingly 
complex. The Trustees of a charity, in particu- 
lar, need to ask themselves whether they are 
fully aware of the new legislation and bow it 
affects their charity, especially bearing in 
mind that they may be personally liable to 
meet any call on the charity's property as a 
result of their actions or to make good any loss 
to the charity. They may also be sued person- 
ally for the charity’s debts by the charity’s 
creditors. 


HAIR LOSS? 
Thinning Hair? 
PROBLEM HAIR? 

Try HERBAL BLISS HAIR CARE for one month. 
You’ll feel the difference - or we’ll give you your money 
back in full, no questions asked! 

Dame Barbara Cartland, the 
world’s best selling romantic author, 
uses Herbal Bliss Hair Care and 

says: “Within a week, to my 
hairdresser’s astonishment, an 
improvement was noticeable. My hair 
feels thicker and stronger than ever. I 
would have no hesitation in 
recommending Herbal Bliss Hair 
Care to anyone.” 

IDEAL FOR MEN TOO! 

HERBAL BLISS HAIR CARE — the perfect solution for beautiful hair 

Made from 100% natural heibal ingredients 
Global Trading Enterprises Ltd., Mentmore, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 0QH 



Yes, I want to try Herbal Bliss Hair Care, with your no-quibble guarantee. Please send me the 
following: 

1 bottle £9.95 + £2.05 p&p = £12 SAVE! Buy 2 bottles £18.95 + £3.05 p&p = £22 

I enclose cheque/P.O for £ made payable to GTE Ltd (if paying by cheque add address to reverse) 

or Access/Visa A/C No 


..Exp. date.... 


..Name.. 


Signature 
(BLOCK CAPITALS) 

Address.^. 


Delivery usually 7 days but please allow 28 days 

Global Trading Enterprises Ltd., Mentmore, Leighton Buzzard, Beds LU7 0QH 
Telephone: 0296 662074 — Fax: 0296 662409 
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THE CENTRE POINT 



PARENTLINE 


Confidential helpline 
for parents 
10am- 11 pm daily 
6.30pm-11pm weekends 

Oxford 726600 


Reg. Charity No 281069 


HELP THE HOSPICES 


Since its formation in 1984, Help The Hospices has 
raised over £3 l A million to help hospices and the 
terminally ill. We can only continue our work if you 
will support it too. 

YOU CAN HELP BY 

• Remembering Help The Hospices in your Will 

• Making regular or one-off donations to Help The 
Hospices 

• Donating through a Deed of Covenant or Gift Aid 

• Ordering Christmas and Greetings Cards painted by 
our Chairman and Founder, the Duchess of Norfolk, 
from our catalogue. 

If you would like further information on any aspect of 
Help The Hospices, or if you would like to make a 

donation please complete the tear off slip and send it to: 

Help the Hospices (Dept D) 
FREEPOST, 34/44 Britannia Street, 
London WC1X 9BR 
Telephone 071 278 5668 


Registered Charity No. 1014851: 

Company Limited by Guarantee 
Registered NO. 2751549 England 


Name 

Address.. 


Postcode 

I would like further information on 


(please specify) Please send me a catalogue □ 

Please accept this donation cf £ to Help the Hospices 


CHILDREN IN DISTRESS 


CROATIAN CHILDREN'S AID 

"Including the children of Eastern Europe" 



WE have heard the cries of the dying, suffering, 
crying children of Croatia. 

WE have seen their pain, their distress, their heartache 
and their sorrow. 

WE believe that Our Lord suffers and cries with them 
and for them. 

WE know that He calls us to their side as his hands 
and mind and heart. 

WE are now raising finance and collecting goods to take 
to Croatia, in liaison with the Croatian government. 

WE are in the process of setting up emergency facilities for the 
children of Croatia and the refugee children of Bosnia. 

WE are discussing with the Croatian government the 

construction of a specialised children’s unit to serve 
these suffering infants. 

YOU CAN HELP U8 


I enclose a donation of: 
or please 
charge my 
Access/Visa 


£500 


£25 □ 


£10Q 


Any other amount □ 


Signature Expiry Date- 

Name... 


RefCT 12/11 


Address Postcode 

or for covenant forms/ further information please contact: Rev Dr John Walmsley 

Croatian Children’s Aid 

I Lockfield Avenue, Enfield, Middlesex EN3 7PP 
Telephone: 081 443 4343; Fax: 081 443 3942 
Croatian, Romanian and Albanian Children’s Aid are all initiatives of Children in Distress. 
Reg. Charity No. 1001327 



Book choice for Advent 


Advent like Lent is a time of penitence and preparation but why are 
so few books produced at this season? Part of the reason has surely 
to do with our religious tradition, as Ann Easter points out in This 
Month we Celebrate (Fount £3.50). Now an Anglican Deacon, she 
was brought up as a Methodist. In her home Christmas began early 
in December, and she describes her shock when she ventured for 
the first time into a catholic Anglican church on the Sunday before 
Christmas to find the building “modem and beautiful but quite 
devoid of decorations, or, indeed of any sign of Christmas at all”. 
But that experience made her want to keep hold of Advent as a 
distinct liturgical season. In 12 short chapters full of ideas, she 
looks at special celebration for each month of the year ending with 
Advent. 

Christians could well be tempted to abandon Christmas to 
commercial interests and focus instead on Epiphany as “a more 
‘purely’ Christian festival”. The story of the Magi is the inspiration 
for Michael Gallagher’s Where is your God (Dartman, Longman 
and Todd £5.95). This is a book to stir the imagination, and the 
author draws on his experience as a Jesuit priest, university teacher 
and student chaplain, life in Ireland and with Latin American basic 
Christian communities. He knows what it is to be a young person 
struggling to make sense of the Christian faith. 

More in the familiar tradition of Advent books is Delia Smith’s 
A Feast for Advent (Bible Reading Fellowship, £3.99). It first 
appeared a decade ago but anyone who has been through Advent 
accompanied by - this slim volume will 


know why 
be so 



it continues to 
popular. 
There 


,s a w ' , pw\ \MsiM\ ’ brief 

meditation \ for each day 

which challenges the reader to repentance 

and deeper conversion to Christ. At the same time there is an air of 
joyful expectation that might help a jaded adult to recapture 
something of the child’s excitement at the coming of Christmas. 

Delia was inspired to produce these meditations when she 
arrived for midnight Mass one Christmas aching with tiredness 
from all the cooking, present-wrapping and card-writing. Maybe 
you have decided that there simply isn’t time in Advent for extra 
study and devotion. In that case something to add a special Advent 
flavour to your daily prayer time could make this season special. 
Jim Cotter has produced Cries of Advent, a meditation for each day 
of December up to Christmas Eve. The texts are based on tradi- 
tional Advent Antiphons along with some newly written ‘cries’. A 
variety of images for God are used, some traditional, others more 
recent. They are available as a set of postcards (£3.60) or as a flip 
- over desk-top Advent Calendar (Cairns Publications, £4.95)- both 
beautifully produced. 

But perhaps the best resource of all is The Promise of His Glory 
, worship material for the season from All Saints to Candelmas, 
compiled by the Liturgical Commisson (Church House Publishing, 
£5.50) . This is treasure stofe for enriching our worship. But it 
would be a pity of it were only to be used by those planning and 
leading public worship. If you want to keep Advent well at home 
you will turn straight to the section headed ‘For Church and Home’ 
which tells you about Advent wreaths and the Jesse tree. 

Catherine Dyer 


STAR OF WOF 


A Christmas Carol 


The Revd Catherine Dyer is Parish Deacon at All Saints ’ , Wokingham. 


The pub was crowded. Jim 
found a corner of the bar 
where he hoped they could 
talk. His unemployment 
benefit didn’t amount to 
much, but it was Christmas 
and tonight he was deter- 
mined to enjoy himself. Then 
in came the carol singers. An 
old man in a bobble hat, whisk- 
ery, came round with the carol 
sheets. Jenny was sitting on a 
high stool, her long legs dan- 
gling. He offered her a copy 
but she waved it away with a 
deprecating hand. It did noth- 
ing to dissuade them. 


The choirmaster evidently 
had a sense of humour. “It’s 
for the organ fund,” said the 
fat girl rattling a collecting 
box. Jim dug out a 50p coin. 


“The words are awful, in- 
verting the natural order of the 
language^” Jenny said as the 
choristers left. Jim had met 
her only a few days earlier and 
her reactions interested him. 


“ Wouldn ’ t it be better if they 
sang “Three kings from the 
east are we?” Then she gig- 
gled. “That too is an inver- 
sion,” she admitted, “. . . and 
it’s straight out of Gilbert and 
Sullivan.” The bangles on her 
wrist jangled as she put down 
her glass. “Alright,” Jim said. 
“Let’s think of something bet- 
ter, more majestic.” Her large 
brown eyes studied him as he 
tried. “It could start: 


We are three kings, Kings 
of the east . . . 


Jenny laughed and shook 
her head, her dark hair rip- 
pling on her shoulders. “It’s 
the kind of assinine rubbish 


they sing in church these 
days,” she said sharply. “You 
would end up with a banal 
fifties dance tune and vacuous 
words. It’s one of the reasons 
I don’t go to church.” “Hymns 
have always had their mo- 
ments of vacuity,” Jim ob- 
served. “Which is the weakest 
line in English literature? ‘For 
it is seemly so to do’. It’s cen- 
turies old, but it has not stopped 
people from going to church.” 


“We three kings of orient 
are Bearing gifts we travel 
afar . . 


There would be 
great excitement if 
a big star appeared 
in the sky over this 
pub tonight. 


The old codgers’ brigade, 
Bart, Martin, Crippen and the 
rest of them, had other ideas 
and joined in the chorus with 
gusto, their efforts accompa- 
nied by a trumpet and a trom- 
bone: “O . . . ooh! Star of 
wonder, star of night . .” 


A choirboy in a scarf and 
duffle coat came forward, his 
voice clear, flute-like, as he 
sang Melchior. The man who 
performed Balthazar was a 
Victor Meldrew lookalike, ca- 
daverous, a disapproving face 
attached to a thin reedy voice: 


“Myrrh is mine, its bitter 
perfume Breathes a life of 
gathering gloom. 


She tossed her head. “The 
story is unrealistic anyway,” 
she said, “based on astrology. 
The wise men of the east saw 
a great star which took them to 
Bethlehem to visit the child 
Jesus. What utter nonsense.” 
She took a sip of her gin and 
tonic, then looked at him chal- 
lengingly. “People don’t be- 
lieve in astrology any more.” 


Privately, Jim 
agreed 


with 
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She considered that. “There 
are hymns I quite like,” she 
admitted cautiously. “There’s 
a resonance to ‘Brightest and 
best of the sons of the morn- 
ing’. And I appreciate the nurs- 
ery rhyme quality to ‘I saw 
three ships come sailing in.” 
Jim laughed. “The allusions 
in ‘Brightest and best* are 
likely to escape most people,” 
he said. “Why are they are the 
‘brightest and best’? Because 
they’re wise men. Why are 
they ‘the sons of the morn- 
ing’? Because they come from 
the east. It’s heavily into cir- 
cumlocution. As for ‘three 
ships’, it’s hardly realistic. 
Bethlehem is not a seaport. 
It’s a town on a ridge in the 
hills.” A man bumped into Jim 
at that, pushing him against 
Jenny, a sensation he did not 
mind one bit. It was a long 
time since he had met a woman 
he liked, not only pretty but 
one who enjoyed an argument 
as much as he did. 
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A STORY FOR CHRISTMAS 
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FONDER STAR OF NIGHT 

by Richard Hughes 
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with her. But there seemed no 
reason why he should not 
string her along. “I’m not sure 
you’re right. I’m not talking 
about newspapers like The* 
Star or The Sun. Even The 
Sunday Times colour supple- 
ment contains a horoscope. 
They wouldn’t print it if peo- 
ple didn’t read it.” 

She grinned guiltily. “I read 
my horoscope avidly. But I 
don’t take it seriously,” she 
said. He took her hand and 
studied it; pretending a mo- 
ment of palmistry. “It is seri- 
ous,” he said. “You read your 
horoscope because it feeds 
your daydreams - what you’re 
going to say at your next job 
interview, how you’re going 
to treat your boyfriend.” Her 
eyes sparkled. “I haven’t got 
one,” she said smartly. 

She glanced around the pub. 
“This Christmas business is a 
lot of rubbish. People come in 
here to celebrate a daydream 
conjured up in the Middle East 
two thousand years ago. It’s 
like Coleridge’s definition of 
drama, a ‘willing suspension 
of disbelief.’ After Christmas 
they will forget all about it and 
return to the workaday world 
of bank accounts, mortgages, 
pensions and, in our case, dole 
queues.” She pursed her lips. 
“It’s like the bit in the parable 
where people are full of en- 
thusiasm for a short time only 
to be overcome by the cares 
and riches and pleasures of 
this life.” 

She took a long gulp of her 
gin and tonic this time, then . 
hunched herself against the 
bar going on to the attack. 
Things were getting serious. 
“The Bible disapproves but I 
think people are right,” she 
said. “There would be great 
excitement if a big star ap- 
peared in the sky over this pub 
tonight. Everybody would be 
out looking at it. Patrick Moore 
would be pontificating on tel- 
evision. They would point the 
Hubble telescope at it. But if 
anybody were to set off to 
follow it, they would send for 


the men in white coats, bear- 
ing straitjackets. It’s the dif- 
ference between biblical ideas 
and the real world. The Bible 
calls them wise But only idi- 
ots would have set off.” 

“Nevertheless, it does 
makes some kind of sense/’ 
Jim protested, enjoying her 
agitation. “If you did follow a 
star, you would travel west 
because of the rotation of the 
earth.” That stirred her up fur- 
ther. “Oh yes? Supposing you 
went west from Whitchurch 
tonight, going offin a straight 
line to follow a star.” The pic- 
ture ofthe end result evidently 
amused her. “They would have 
to fish you out of the Thames,” 
she said triumphantly. 

He watched her face. Evi- 
dently she could see more to 
this line of thought. “In the 
Middle East in Jesus’ time it 
would have been far worse,” 
she continued, “a matter of 
crossing deserts and interna- 
tional boundaries. Saddam 
Hussein is a babe in arms com- 
pared to Herod the Great.” She 
waved a long mocking finger 
at him. “There they go, three 
loonies, not knowing where 
they are going, not knowing 
how far they were going, trav- 
elling only by night . . .you 
can’t see stars in the daytime. 
And in the very dead of winter 
at that. No wonder Herod’s 
MI5 had them in for question- 
ing.” 

Jim watched the curl of her 
lip as she delivered the coup 
de grace. “And what did they 
find? A mother, a father and a 
small child banged up in an 
outhouse. I know Christians 
say that Jesus was unique. But 
it was hardly an unusual sight. 
During World War 2 they used 
to put up notices at the railway 
stations. “IS YOUR JOUR- 
NEY REALLY NECES- 
SARY?.” She snorted. “The 
wise men should have asked 
themselves that.” 

Then she laughed again. 
“You can tell they were 
loonies. I could 


imagine giving a baby gold. 
But who in his right mind 
would give him the other two 
presents? Mary and Joseph 
might set off the frankincense 
to make a nice smell. But any- 
one giving a baby embalming 
fluid wants his head examin- 
ing.” “It wasn’t embalming 
fluid,” Jim said. “No,” she re- 
plied, “but that’s the modern 
equivalent.” The conversation 
drifted on to other things after 
that. 

It was a cold, starry night 
and there was ice on the road 
as they left the pub. The old 
village looked almost magi- 
cal, the houses glistening with 
frost. Jim hesitated, then put 
his arm round her shoulders. 
Jenny shivered, then nestled 
up to him. It was early days, 
certainly, their first night out 
together. But he began to won- 
der about her. In his financial 
condition it was hardly the 
moment to begin a serious re- 
lationship. And yet? 


It's got to be a good 
star. Any old star 
won't do. 


“We’ve misunderstood the 
story of the wise men,” he said 
suddenly. Jenny stopped in her 
tracks and looked at him. 
“What do you mean?” “I don’t 
know if the wise men made 
that journey to Bethlehem. It 
certainly sounds impractical. 
But there’s no doubt that it’s a 
great, great parable.” He 
thought for a moment, formu- 
lating his ideas. “The jour- 
life itself. Peo- 
don’t know 
where 
they’re 
going 
o r 



how far they are going. Some- 
times life is a desert. Or you 
come hard up against official- 
dom, people like us wasted at 
the hands of petty accountants 
and incompetent politicians. 
One way or another, we’re all 
in the dark and the cold.” 

He hugged his arm tighter 
round her. “Where will you be 
this time next year?” “I don’t 
know,” she said. “Right. But 
you’ve got to follow a star. It 
could be an idea, a love affair . 
. . anything. You follow it be- 
cause it leads to something 
good. It’s there to give people 
hope.” “I can’t agree,” Jenny 
said. “Members of the IRA. 
follow a different star from that 
ofthe UVF. It’s true also of the 
Serbs and the Croats in Bosnia. 
Such stars lead to murder.” Jim 
thought about that. “It’s got to 
be a good star,” he replied. 
“Any old star won’t do. The 
wise men were wise because it 
led them to the baby Jesus.” 
“Now you’re getting sloppy,” 
she said. They kissed. 

The enormity of it fright- 
ened him, the conflict between 
the ancient imperatives of na- 
ture and the reality of living in 
recession-hit Britain. Now he 
needed a job more than ever. 
How could either of them pos- 
sibly contemplate a wedding, 
buying a house, taking out a 
mortgage? On the face of it, 
the journey before them would 
seem as impractical as that of 
the wise men. The challenge of 
it glinted uneasily in his mind, 
the message unequivocal. The 
real significance of the story of 
Jesus of Nazareth, he had dis- 
covered, is not about events in 
the Middle East two thousand 
years ago. It is about people 
here and now. Blake was right 
when he wanted to build the 
New Jersualem in Golders 
Green. But circumstances will 
alter the application. So far as 
Jim was concerned, it arose 
because he and Jenny had be- 
gun to follow a star in the pub 

on the week before Christ- 
mas. And the time would 
come when there might 
also be a child . . 



100 years of Service within the local Church 

THIS YEAR THE GIRLS’ BRIGADE ARE 
CELEBRATING THEIR CENTENARY 

An Organisation that offers a challenging programme of activities designed to 
stimulate ideas, create opportunities for fun, make friends, and give service to others. 
Every girl is encouraged to take part in a wide range of subjects from our imaginative 
programme covering a four-sided approach, spiritual, physical, educational and 
service, therefore giving training for the whole person. The emphasis amongst older 
girls is on Christian Leadership and service within the home, church and community. 

AN ORGANISATION FOR GIRLS RELEVANT FOR TODAY’S 
SOCIETY AND INTO THE NEXT CENTURY. 

The Girls’ Brigade National Council for England and Wales 
Girls' Brigade House, Foxhall Road, Didcot, Oxon OX 1 1 7BQ 
Telephone for details: 0235 510425 


Counselling 

Oxford Centre for Human Relations 
are pleased to announce their 
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Counselling is now available with counsellors-in- 
supervision for £5-£15 per hour sliding scale. 

For more information contact: 

Theresa Staunton-Soth on (0865) 723613 



County Wills 

Southern Regional Office 
Heritage Close, 

20 Nimrod Close, 

Woodley, Reading, Berkshire RG5 4UW 
Telephone (0734) 699767 

Who should make a Will? 

Everyone over 18, whether rich or poor, should make a Will 
but most people simply put it off, until it is too late. 

How do you make a Will? 

To answer any questions you may have and to take your 
instructions; we call at a time and place convenient to you, and 
this is usually a home visit on a weekday evening. We then do 
everything necessary to translate your wishes into a legally 
binding document. 

What does it cost? 

The total is ONLY £48 for a single Will or £64 for two W Jls 
and if you wish, this may be paid (interest free) in 2 or 3 
monthly payments. 

For your peace of mind , contact your local consultant 

Keith Douglas on (0734) 699767 

for further details , without obligation 


Please help us 
to change the 
whole world ! 



for children like Olga, badly 
treated in a Russian orphanage 
but now loved and cared for - 
one of many orphans from 
Central and Eastern Europe 
rescued through the Trust. 




for young men like Laki, whose artificial 
limb from the Jaipur Foot Workshop 
means he can work again. We gave 
him some basic skills training too, 
and lent him an interest-free £200 
to get a small business off the 
ground. 


The Hedley Roberts Trust works all over the world 
wherever there's a need. We do what we can with the 
resources available to us. We cut out the bureaucracy 
and red tape. We work with often ridiculously small 
sums of money, but we get them where they're 
needed, and we get them there now! 


Please help! - between us 
we can change worlds! 




The Hedley 
Roberts Trust 

Committed to changing the world for disadvantaged children 
18 Rotherfield Road. Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 INN 
Tel : 049 1 4 1 1 900 . Cnarity 1003905 


To Hedley Roberts, 18 Rotherfield Road, Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxon RG9 INN. I'd like to help. Please tell me more. 

Here's my gift. £5 □ £10 □ £50 □ £ 

NAME I . 

ADDRESS * 
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A STORY FOR CHRISTMAS 


$ 


NDER 


with her. But there seemed no 
reason why he should not 
string her along. “I’m not sure 
you’re right. I’m not talking 
about newspapers like The 
Star or The Sun. Even The 
Sunday Times colour supple- 
ment contains a horoscope. 
They wouldn’t print it if peo- 
ple didn’t read it.” 

She grinned guiltily; “I read 
my horoscope avidly. But I 
don’t take it seriously,” she 
said. He took her hand and 
studied it, pretending a mo- 
ment of palmistry. “It is seri- 
ous,” he said. “You read your 
horoscope because it feeds 
your daydreams - what you ’re 
going to say at your next job 
interview, how you’re going 
to treat your boyfriend.” Her 
eyes sparkled. “I haven’t got 
one,” she said smartly. 

She glanced around the pub. 
“This Christmas business is a 
lot of rubbish. People come in 
here to celebrate a daydream 
conjured up in the Middle East 
two thousand years ago. It’s 
like Coleridge’s definition of 
drama, a ‘willing suspension 
of disbelief.’ After Christmas 
they will forget all about it and 
return to the workaday world 
of bank accounts, mortgages, 
pensions and, in our case, dole 
queues.” She pursed her lips. 
“It’s like the bit in the parable 
where people are full of en- 
thusiasm for a short time only 
to be overcome by the cares 
and riches and pleasures of 
this life.” 

She took a long gulp of her 
gin and tonic this time, then . 
hunched herself against the 
bar going on to the attack. 
Things were getting serious. 
“The Bible disapproves but I 
think people are right,” she 
said. “There would be great 
excitement if a big star ap- 
peared in the sky over this pub 
tonight. Everybody would be 
out looking at it. Patrick Moore 
would be pontificating on tel- 
evision. They would point the 
Hubble telescope at it. But if 
anybody were to set off to 
follow it, they would send for 


STAR OF NIGHT 

by Richard Hughes 


the men in white coats, bear- 
ing straitjackets. It’s the dif- 
ference between biblical ideas 
and the real world. The Bible 
calls Jhem wise But only idi- 
ots would have set off.” 

“Nevertheless, it does 
makes some kind of sense,” 
Jim protested, enjoying her 
agitation. “If you did follow a 
star, you would travel west 
because of the rotation of the 
earth.” That stirred her up fur- 
ther. “Oh yes? Supposing you 
went west from Whitchurch 
tonight, going offin a straight 
line to follow a star.” The pic- 
ture ofthe end result evidently 
amused her. “They would have 
to fish you out of the Thames,” 
she said triumphantly. 

He watched her face. Evi- 
dently she could see more to 
this line of thought. “In the 
Middle East in Jesus’ time it 
would have been far worse,” 
she continued, “a matter of 
crossing deserts and interna- 
tional boundaries. Saddam 
Hussein is a babe in arms com- 
pared to Herod the Great.” She 
waved a long mocking finger 
at him. “There they go, three 
loonies, not knowing where 
they are going, not knowing 
how far they were going, trav- 
elling only by night . . .you 
can’t see stars in the daytime. 
And in the very dead of winter 
at that. No wonder Herod’s 
MI5 had them in for question- 
ing.” 

Jim watched the curl of her 
lip as she delivered the coup 
de grace. “And what did they 
find? A mother, a father and a 
small child banged up in an 
outhouse. I know Christians 
say that Jesus was unique. But 
it was hardly an unusual sight. 
During World War 2 they used 
to put up notices at the railway 
stations. “IS YOUR JOUR- 
NEY REALLY NECES- 
SARY?.” She snorted. “The 
wise men should have asked 
themselves that.” 

Then she laughed again. 
“You can tell they were 
loonies. I could 


imagine giving a baby gold. 
But who in his right mind 
would give him the other two 
presents? Mary and Joseph 
might set off the frankincense 
to make a nice smell. But any- 
one giving a baby embalming 
fluid wants his head examin- 
ing.” “It wasn’t embalming 
fluid,” Jim said. “No,” she re- 
plied, “but that’s the modern 
equivalent.” The conversation 
drifted on to other things after 
that. 

It was a cold, starry night 
and there was ice on the road 
as they left the pub. The old 
village looked almost magi- 
cal, the houses glistening with 
frost. Jim hesitated, then put 
his arm round her shoulders. 
Jenny shivered, then nestled 
up to him. It was early days, 
certainly, their first night out 
together. But he began to won- 
der about her. In his financial 
condition it was hardly the 
moment to begin a serious re- 
lationship. And yet? 


It's got to be a good 
star. Any old star 
won't do. 


“We’ve misunderstood the 
story of the wise men,” he said 
suddenly. Jenny stopped in her 
tracks and looked at him. 
“What do you mean?” “I don’t 
know if the wise men made 
that journey to Bethlehem. It 
certainly sounds impractical. 
But there’s no doubt that it’s a 
great, great parable.” He 
thought for a moment, formu- 
lating his ideas. “The jour- 
ney is life itself. Peo- 
ple - don’t know 

where 
they’re 
going 
o r 


how far they are going. Some- 
times life is a desert. Or you 
come hard up against official- 
dom, people like us wasted at 
the hands of petty accountants 
and incompetent politicians. 
One way or another, we’re all 
in the dark and the cold.” 

He hugged his arm tighter 
round her. “Where will you be 
this time next year?” “I don’t 
know,” she said. “Right. But 
you’ve got to follow a star. It 
could be an idea, a love affair . 
. . anything. You follow it be- 
cause it leads to something 
good. It’s there to give people 
hope.” “I can’t agree,” Jenny 
said. “Members of the IRA. 
follow a different star from that 
ofthe UVF. It’s true also of the 
Serbs and the Croats in Bosnia. 
Such stars lead to murder.” Jim 
thought about that. “It’s got to 
be a good star,” he replied. 
“Any old star won’t do. The 
wise men were wise because it 
led them to the baby Jesus.” 
“Now you’re getting sloppy,” 
she said. They kissed. 

The enormity of it fright- 
ened him, the conflict between 
the ancient imperatives of na- 
ture and the reality of living in 
recession-hit Britain. Now he 
needed a job more than ever. 
How could either of them pos- 
sibly contemplate a wedding, 
buying a house, taking out a 
mortgage? On the face of it, 
the journey before them would 
seem as impractical as that of 
the wise men. The challenge of 
it glinted uneasily in his mind, 
the message unequivocal. The 
real significance of the story of 
Jesus of Nazareth, he had dis- 
covered, is not about events in 
the Middle East two thousand 
years ago. It is about people 
here and now. Blake was right 
when he wanted to build the 
New Jersualem in Golders 
Green. But circumstances will 
alter the application. So far as 
Jim was concerned, it arose 
because he and Jenny had be- 
gun to follow a star in the pub 

on the week before Christ- 
mas. And the time would 
come when there might 
also be a child . . 



100 years of Service within the local Church 

THIS YEAR THE GIRLS’ BRIGADE ARE 
CELEBRATING THEIR CENTENARY 

An Organisation that offers a challenging programme of activities designed to 
stimulate ideas, create opportunities for fun, make friends, and give service to others. 
Every girl is encouraged to take part in a wide range of subjects from our imaginative 
programme covering a four-sided approach, spiritual, physical, educational and 
servioe, therefore giving training for the whole person. The emphasis amongst older 
girls is on Christian Leadership and service within the home, church and community. 

AN ORGANISATION FOR GIRLS RELEVANT FOR TODAYS 
SOCIETY AND INTO THE NEXT CENTURY. 

The Girls’ Brigade National Council for England and Wales 
Girls' Brigade House, Foxhall Road, Didcot, Oxon 0X11 7BQ 
Telephone for details: 0235 510425 


Counselling 

Oxford Centre for Human Relations 
are pleased to announce their 
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Counselling is now available with counsellors-in- 
supervision for £5-£15 per hour sliding scale. 

For more information contact: 

Theresa Staunton-Soth on (0865) 723613 


r — j* County Wills 




Southern Regional Office 
Heritage Close, 

20 Nimrod Close, 

Woodley, Reading, Berkshire RG 5 4UW 
Telephone (0734) 699767 


Who should make a Will? 

Everyone over 18, whether rich or poor, should make a Will 
but most people simply put it off, until it is too late. 

How do you make a Will? 

To answer any questions you may have and to take your 
instructions; we call at a time and place convenient to you, and 
this is usually a home visit on a weekday evening. We then do 
everything necessary to translate your wishes into a legally 
binding document. 

What does it cost? 

The total is ONLY £48 for a single Will or £64 for two WJls 
and if you wish, this may be paid (interest free) in 2 or 3 
monthly payments. 

For your peace of mind, contact your local consultant 

Keith Douglas on (0734) 699767 

for further details, without obligation 


Please help us 
to change the 
whole world! 



for children like Olga, badly 
treated in a Russian orphanage 
but now loved and cared for - 
one of many orphans from 
Central and Eastern Europe 
rescued through the Trust. 




for young men like Laki, whose artificial 
limb from the Jaipur Foot Workshop 
means he can work again. We gave 
him some basic skills training too, 
and lent him an interest-free £200 
to get a small business off the 
ground. 


The Hedley Roberts Trust works all over the world 
wherever there's a need. We do what we can with the 
resources available to us. We cut out the bureaucracy 
and red tape. We work with often ridiculously small 
sums of money, but we get them where they're 
needed, and we get them there nowl 



Please help! - between us . 

we can change worlds! / A # 

The Hedley 
Roberts Trust 

Committed to changing the world for disadvantaged children 
18 Rotherfield Road. Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 INN 
Tel : 049 1 4 1 1 900 Cnarity 1003905 



To Hedley Roberts, 18 Rotherfield Road, Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxon RG9 INN. I'd like to help. Please tell me more. 

Here's my gift. £5 □ £10 □ £50 □ £ 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS 
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NOWT.ES 
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AND SON 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
HOLYWELL HOUSE, OSNEY MEAD, 
OXFORD 0X2 OEA 

TEL: 0865-249681 FAX: 0865 790601 

are pleased to have been appointed as 
Building Contractors to 
ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST, 
CARTERTON 

and would like to take the opportunity to 
wish Roger Humphreys and his 
congregation all the very best 
for the future 


IB 


A MEMBER OF THE 
BUILDING EMPLOYERS 
CONFEDERATION 


SKP 


SWORN, KING & PARTNERS 

Chartered Quantity Surveyors • Construction Cost Consultants 


We are pleased to have been part of the design 
team and provided quantity surveying services 
on the ST JOHN’S CHURCH, Carterton project. 


31 West Way, Botley 
Oxford, OX2 0JE 


Tel: (0865) 241159 
Fax: (0865) 790595 


S> 


Westbury Tubular 
Structures Ltd 


Specialists in the fabrication and erection of 
tubular steel structures as seen at 

St. John '* Church . Carterton. 

Thorp Arch Trading Estate 
Wetherby, West Yorkshire LS23 7DB 

Telephone: (0937) 843595 Fax: (0937) 844109 


[S.R. 

g CAFFOLDINr: 


Unit 2, Alfred Groves Industrial Estate, 

Shipton Road, Milton-under-Wychwood, Oxon OX7 6JP 
Telephone: Home 09938 23401 

Best wishes to 

St. ^onCenCoH-. 

from all the staff at 

[SR. 



□ STEEL WINDOWS Q DOORS Q FIRE SCREENS 
a CURTAIN WALLS 

Are pleased to have supplied St John’s, Carterton 
and heartily congratulate them! 

a Capital Valley Industrial Park, Rhymney, Gwent NP2 5XG 
□ Telephone: (0685) 844781 Fax: (0685) 843383 



ST JOHN THE 

EVANGELIST, CARTERTON 
On the 12th December at 6pm. The 
Bishop of Oxford will Dedicate the 
extension of the Parish Church of 
St John the Evangelist in Carterton. 
Work started on the £650,000 pro- 
ject last January. The present build- 
ing (replacing a “tin church”) was 
completed in 1963 as a Hall 
Church seating about 170. 

This was a multi-purpose church 
and community hall, with a sanctu- 
ary separated by sliding screens. It 
is used for everything from Sunday 
services to blood doning sessions. 
Since it was built, the population of 
Carterton has increased to about 
15,000 today. Space has become 
limited - at the Harvest Family 
Service 250 people crammed 
inside! The extension provides a 


new worship area which will seat 
nearly 300. This can also incorpo- 
rate the present hall to give a maxi- 
mum capacity of 450. There is also 
a new office; creche, kitchen and 
toilets. 

The original vision of a building 
for all the community is being 
maintained. A playgroup meets 
regularly in the hall; and it is hoped 
that the Western Corner Project 
will use it as an after-school club 
for mentally-handicapped children. 
One of the new rooms was 
endowed for this purpose by the 
family of Charlie Luke, a local 
child bom brain-damaged who died 
at the age of 3 in 1991. Vicar, 
Roger Humphreys, says: “We have 
tried to provide an attractive, awe- 
inspiring building to give a spiritu- 
al heart to a growing town. We 


Michael Baker Contracts Ltd 

AMbvook Homt, 99 crwk Road, I Iwrtnn court, East MolaaaY 
Surrey KTB ME. Telephone: Oil 941 5520 

BUIL0MQ CONTRACTORS, SPECIALISTS M REFURBISHMENT AND RTTMQ OUT, CBLMQ6, 
PARTITIONS, J0MERY, MULTV TRADE SERVICES. 

Would like to wish St John’s, Carterton 
All the very best and are pleased to have been 
involved in this project 

Member of the Partitioning Industry Association V 



Is pleased to 
have been 
involved and 
congratulates 
St John’s 
at 

Carterton 


MIDLAND FELT 
ROOFING LTD 

are pleased to have worked 
on 

ST JOHN’S, CARTERTON 
and wish them all the best 

GLYME VALLEY, 
WOODSTOCK, OXON 
TEL: (0993) 811543 



rtf R.T. HARRIS AND SON 

— Elect riciil Contractors) Limited 

▼ Old Road, Shotover Hill, Headington, 

Oxford OX3 8TA 

Tel: (0865) 742300 Fax: (0865) 741405 

Were pleased to be appointed Electrical 
Contractors to this project 
and would like to wish 

=2“^ ST JOHNS AT CARTERTON ^ ECA 
1 1" a very full future! ! 




n 


VARIETY FLOORS LIMITED 


263 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD OX4 1 YE TEL. 0865 249044 


are pleased to have carried out the flooring for 
ST JOHN’S CHURCH, CARTERTON, OXON 
and would like to wish them all the very best for the future 


Zubek Plastering 

are pleased to have 
carried out the work at the 

St John’s Church, Carterton, 

Oxon 

For your free quotation 
with no obligation 

Tel: 0789 720177 



very much hope that everyone will 
feel it is their church. We have had 
to turn people away from special 
services in the past because we 
hadn’t enough room. 

We couldn’t accommodate any 
of the schools for their services. 


This year Christmas is going to be 
an extra time of celebration for us 
all!” 

The Rev’d Roger Humphreys, 
Vicar, The Parish Church of St 
John the Evangelist, Carterton, 
Oxon. 


DALTAGH LTD 

SITE WORK, 
PLANT HIRE AND 
BUILDING 
CONTRACTORS 

Registered office: 

Northfield Farm, Woodstock Road, Witney, Oxon 
Telephone: Witney (0993) 774185 

Are pleased to have been the 
Groundworkers at the Church 



PENRHYN 

HEATHER BLUE 

NATURE'S CROWNING GLORY 


Penrhyn 

Slate Rooting 


The finest roofing material that you can specify. See It at St John's, 
Carterton, Oxon Now!! 



Allred McAlpine 

Alfred McAlpine Slate Products Limited 
Penrhyn Quarry, Bethesda, near Bangor, Gwynedd LL57 4YG 
Telephone 0248 $00656, Fax 0248 601171 

-PENRHYN" IS A REGISTERED TRADE MARK 



Stone Cleaning and Restoration Contractors 

Longwell Green Coachworks 
Longwell Green 
Bristol BS15 6DL 
Bristol (0272) 603103 
or Milton Common Oxon 
Great Milton (0844) 279021 

Would like to wish St John's 
Carterton every success 




CROSS 

in PHOSPHOR 
ORANGE 


MANUFACTURED 

CROSS 

by 

MAN Eh 

AND WELDED 

fG LTD 

63A Milton Park, 
Abingdon 
0X14 4RX 
Tel: 0235 831264 
Fax: 0235 861 095 

for 

St John’s 
Carterton 

For all your sheet 
metal requirements 
Welding; 
Rolling and 
Pressbrake 


J & J ROOFING 

J. Garnage and J. Moss 

SLATING, TILING AND SMALL BUILDING WORKS 

SPECIALISTS IN ROOFING AND REROOFING OF OLDER 
AND LISTED BUILDINGS 
Some of our recent projects include 
St Mary’s Church, Kirtlington 
St Giles, Bletchington 
Hampton Gay Church 
Oakley Church 
N.W. Block, Blenheim Palace 
not to mention 

St John’s Church, Carterton!! 

26, St Giles, Bletchington, Oxford 0X5 3BX 
Bletchington (0869) 50986 


— DORLINE LIMITED 


Specialists in Architectural Ironmongery and 
Security Products. 

For friendly service and 
keen prices 

Phone: 0926 311651 • 0628 604343 
DORLINE LTD - 3 George St, Leamington Spa 
M.M. & B Ltd - 462 Bath Rd, Slough 


K10BER 

INTELLIGENCE FOR THE ROOF 
Klober Plastics Ltd are pleased to have supplied the 
Copper rainwater system for the refurbishment work at 
St John ’s Cburcb, Carterton. 

KLOBER PLASTICS LTD 
Pear Tree Industrial Estate 
Upper Langford, Avon BS18 7DW 

Tel: 0934 853224 5 Fax : 0934 853221 
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THIS CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD 


O Little Town .... 

We do not see you lie so still these days, birthtown of King David 
and of our Lord Jesus Christ. No, today you are the home town of 
some 44,000 Christian and Muslim Palestinians, with an additional 
11,000 living in your refugee camps since 1948 and 1967. You lie 
in the occupied territories of the modern State of Israel, policed by 
their soldiers, controlled by their civil administration, yearning for 
your freedom and independence. 

During the past year I have so often enjoyed the view from my 
flat - a timeless scene of fields where flocks of sheep and goats are 
still pastured by men in their traditional dress. Here you have not 
changed in 2,000 years or more! I have also experienced the harsher 
realities of modern-day life existing alongside your timeless quali- 
ties. This year I completed my fifth year at your University, where 
our first intake of Palestinian graduate-level physiotherapy students 
proudly attained their degree in July. Our University prayer meeting 
has been the joyful meeting-place of devout Greek Orthodox, Greek 
Catholic, Roman Catholic, Anglican and non-conformist members 
of staff; all seeking a deeper devotion and unity in our one Lord. 

I shall never forget this ‘Year of the Handshake’; the signing of 
the peace agreement between Israel and the PLO. Your children 
celebrated this event in your streets, waving their red, green, white 
and black flags under the very eyes (and even benevolent smiles) of 
the soldiers who had orders to shoot them for so doing only a 
moment ago. O little town, may this year’s peace agreement pav^e the 
way for your people, and all your neighbours in this region, to 
welcome the kingdom that had its beginnings in you. May there be 
room in you - in the midst of today’s historical moment - to welcome 
the Christ who alone brings ‘peace on earth’. 

Sue Waller 

Sue Waller lives in Bethlehem. From 1988 - 1993 she worked as Assistant 
Director of the Physiotherapy Department of Bethlehem University. She is 
currently doing a year as Pastoral Assistant at Christ Churchy Jerusalem. 




Prayer for Northern Ireland 


“Before I went to Lagan I thought Protestants were scum. Now 1 
don’t. My best friend’s one and he’s not scum.” (Boy, aged 12) 

“At nine I learnt of the madness gripping the Province. ‘Dirty 
Fenian!’ ‘Filthy Taig!’ At Lagan none of this counts. We won’l 
teach our children to hate. We’re only a few, but we’ll be a start.” 
(Boy, 13) 

“I think integrated schools are the only way to stop the Troubles. 
If schools like mine started 50 years ago, we would not be fighting 
today.” (Boy, 12) v 

So say the children. Out of the mouths of babes Weeks of 

horror, massacre, retaliation and grief. Warrington knows well. It’s 
not the ordinary people, but the violent on both sides, keeping up the 
agony. Yet Northern Ireland’s society is almost completely segre- 
gated, in socialising, housing, education. Ignorance, fear and sec- 
tarianism is the result. However people pray. God is active. Grace 
abounds. It’s a wonderful place to struggle for unity, reconciliation 
and forgiveness. It’s dynamic, challenging. 

Emmanuel. God with us, among us, powerful in our weakness. 
Two people planted the seed. Did God give the increase? From the 
‘bottom up’, mainly parents, ecumenical schools are springing up, 
increasing in size and number yearly all over Northern Ireland. 
Happy places, free from fear and mistrust: free for friendship, 
growing in unity in diversity. Lagan (28 pupils in 1 981, 850 in 1993) 
pioneers, full of hope even while the gunman does his diabolical^ 
work. We just have to work away, against all the forces of disinte- 
gration and death, knowing Life already has the final victory. 

Sister Anna 

Sister Anna is a founder of Lagan College, one of the first mixed Catholic , 
Protestant schools in Northern Ireland. She lives on the ‘ front line’ ir 
Alliance Avenue, Belfast. 


How the good news will be 
brought to exiles in Spain 

The Revd John Vellacott had served his parish as a Reader for 25 
years before being ordained four years ago. He imagined he would 
continue his work as an NSM in Cholsey, but God had other ideas.... 
“In January this year a verse from Ezekiel 3 jumped off the page at 
me. It was Ezekiel’s call: ‘Mortal man, pay close attention and 
remember everything that I tell you. Then go to your countrymen 
who are in exile and tell them what I, the Sovereign Lord, am saying 
to them, whether they pay attention to you or not.’ That, I thought, 
is an Anglican chaplaincy in Europe!” 

After doing a locum in the Algarve in Portugal, John received a 
‘three-fold’ call to Neija near Malaga in Spain: “One lunchtime I 
received a phone call from the lay chairman of the church in Neija 
saying, ‘Our chaplain-elect has withdrawn. Please get your name in 
front of the vicar-general of Europe. ’ That evening I had an identical 
call from one of the wardens; and then that very same evening the 
BBC’s Travel Show featured a ten-minute slot on Neija! So, like the 
boy Samuel, or the Virgin Mary at the Annunciation, I could only 
say, ‘Yes, Lord - just as you say.’ 

“What do I hope to achieve? It’s a bit early to assess the needs yet. 
I hope to find and do whatever it is that God has sent me here for. 
Maybe the commitment and community that I have seen God 
develop over the past 20-22 years in Cholsey is to be taught and 
shown and shared here. 

“A very happy and peaceful Christmas to you all!” 

The Revd John Vellacott , Diocese in Europe 


A madonna in Bosnia 

Three of the many Muslim refugees who fled Srebenica last April 
and found refuge in Tuzta where they were being fed by Reading- 
based charity Feed the Children. The baby's leg was injured by 
shrapnel . Photo: John Lawrence. 

Message from South Africa 

We have recently been blessed (cursed?) by getting 12 hours per day 
of SKY TV News in South Africa. The reign of the Prince of Peace 
seems ever further away: Ireland, Somalia, Yugoslavia, Haiti, 

Angola In our own country, the progress towards democracy, 

justice and equality for all is accompanied by unparalleled murder 
and mayhem. Was it not for Christmas, we might be inclined to 
despair. But the message of the angels in their Christmas song is 
heard and gives hope: ‘Don’t be afraid, the Saviour is bom today, 
Glory to God in the highest and peace to men of goodwill!’ 

God has not given up on us. Jesus continues to be bom afresh 
daily in the hearts of all people of good will. There are countless 
examples of love and sacrifice, respect for dignity and human rights, 
friendliness and justice, forgiveness and mercy, which SKY TV 
seems to overlook. 

We thank God for our relationship with Christians the world 
over and particularly with Oxford Diocese, which gives us strength 
and courage to continue in hope, knowing that we are loved and 
cared for by so many countless others. We pray that the noise of 
strife may be hushed this Christmas so that we are all able to hear the 
angel’s song of love. 

Canon Victor Spencer, Diocese of Kimberley & Kuruman 


No room at the inn 

It was already a bad start on the eve of Christmas. The young coupk 
could not find an inn. No vacancies. It seems everybody has taker 
a few days off. Even the restaurants were fully booked up witl 
people, wanting to enjoy an extravagant Christmas supper. In the 
hills, the couple fortunately could find a stable. The young woman 
married to a carpenter, gave birth to a nice boy. She put him in the 
manger, covered the new-born with straw to keep him warm. 

Back at home, the intelligence service warned the hard-working 
family that one of the regional warlords had ordered his troops tc 
occupy the city and to kill all male children under the age of twc 
years. The family packed, leased a donkey and started a long trip 
looking for a safe haven. There was however, no international arm) 
to protect them. Finally they found political asylum in Egypt 
already overcrowded with refugees. 

This well-known story is repeated day by day, as history is 
repeating itself, because people do not want to learn from their past 
Hundreds of thousands of children, women and men lost theii 
shelter and are starving in Bosnia, Somalia, Angola and all those 
other troubled areas in the world. 

The shops however are full again. The restaurants are fully 
booked up. In the hills and on the mountains the stables are replaced 
by hotels for the skiers from the Netherlands, Britain, Germany. Or 
Christmas they shall sing in all the different languages: ‘Come let us 
adore him’. But where? Where is he? We know, because: ‘I was a 
stranger and you invited me in’. Did we? Happy Christmas. 

HenkAben 

HenkAben is a journalist and member of the Anglican Church of SS John anc 
Philip in The Hague in the Netherlands. 


High quality hand-crafted and 
incredibly detailed craftsmen designed 
Model Houses and Shops 
for the discerning collector. 

Individually signed and dated. Fully wired for 
electric lights. Special commissions undertaken. 
Your own home modelled in H12th scale. 





CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE 


Tawny Owl 



Wooden Toys and Gifts 
Mail order specialist 
Refreshingly different toys and gifts 
carefully made by hand. Many toys 
can be personalised. 


For more information and a full colour brochure please contact: 


2 Corris Craft Centre, Corris, Nr Machnylleth, 
Powys SY20 9SP. Tel: 0654 761234 


WE’RE SMALLER - SO WE TRY HARDER! 



A BEAUTIFUL OIL 
PAINTING 
ESPECIALLY FOR 
YOU 

accepted for paintings 
from photographs of churches, 
vicarages, deaneries, people wed- 
dings, babies, pets, boats, houses, 
holiday snaps... 


A.B.G. QUALITY OIL PAINTINGS 


on canvas or linen 

60 Stoke Road, Bromsgrove, Worcs B60 3EG 


Tel: 0527 71634 


Britain's Brightest Christian Diary 

NOW READY - MY POCKET COMPANION FOR 1994, now in 
the 79th year of publication. It is more than just a diary, it 
includes devotional pages and a text for every day. 

Popular Edition. 64 pages. Full diary. Interesting articles, strong 
cover, fully illustrated. Single copy £1, by post £1.18; 10 
copies for £10.25; 20 copies from £19.00. Postage free. 

Popular Improved. As above with outer plastic cover. Single 
copy £1.15, by post £1.33; 10 copies for £11.50; 20 copies 
for £20. Postage free. 

De Luxe Wallet Edition. 96 pages. Fine brown or black wallet 
cover. Single copy £1.60, by post £1.88; 5 copies for £8.75; 
10 copies Tor £15. Postage free. 

Superior De Luxe Wallet Edition. Supple wallet in black or 
brown. Single copy £3, by post £3.35; 5 copies for £14.50. 

Order now from Dept Door, The Protestant Truth Society (Inc), 
184 Fleet Street, London EC4A 2HJ 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldates, Oxford OX11 RB 
Telephone: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. 
Candles, Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 
Church Stationery 

Opca Monday-Satorday 9am-5.30pm 

We accept Visa and Access 
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SHARING AND CARING 




CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE 




FLORIDA 

TO RENT: LUXURY 4-BEDROOM VILLA 

• A large fully *11 ««iuinr<l villa. • Krivalc Ir.ileJ swim- 
ming pool • Fully dir onuliimicd • Masicr hrdroum with 
cn suite R(m» Mm*«n. • New pnfcity.Nnli April 1 992. 

• Ah vitmiiuicly 1/4 acre gardens. • Secluded and w.mIciI 
kv.itMi. • Comimuul ictuus aunts. • Cmumnul swim, 
iiung | viol (in aiVlibewi to private jv*4). • Ckwc k> itufn 
jltractK sis (Disnry Wield. Sea World, Umvers.il Slndnw etc) 

PLEASE PHONE: 0344 28475 

Evening preferred 


V 

t 


Benester Shellfish 

ORKNEY 
BY POST 

The perfect gift for those 
who appreciate seafood. 

A UNIQUE RANGE OF THE BEST OF 
OUR ISLAND SEAFOOD. 

★ Smoked Salmon ★ Smoked Shellfish 
★ Marinated Herring ★ Fresh Oyaters 
...a why not treat yourself? 

For a price list contact: 

Dennis or Marilyn 
Tel: (0856) 74267 
^ F«: (0856) 74214 
Duncasu, Deer nets, 

Orkney Isles, Scotland 


YOUR OLD PHOTOGRAPHS RESTORED... USING THE 
LATEST COMPUTERISED DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY. YOUR 
OLD, FADED AND DAMAGED ORIGINAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
CAN BE DRAMATICALLY ENHANCED BY: 

• Sharpening soft & faded pictures 

• Revealing obscured images & lost detail 

• Repairing your tom and damaged pictures 

• Removing scratches, spots, marks & cracks 
Negatives Not Requiem) 

Your original photographs are unaltered as all restoration is made to 
your new. high resolution, digital print 

For your FREE illustrated, colour brochure and full information pack 
send an A5 S.A..E. to: PRECIOUS MEMORIES 
Photographic Restoration Studios, Quintessence 
International, Studio 4, 

27 Old Gloucester Street, London 
WC1N 3XX Or call, (081 ) 941 3196 


MEMORIES 

Quintessence v 

'E3HSO 



Herbal Bliss Hair Care — 
For a Beautiful Head of Hair 


* HOME PLANETARIUM * 

* * NIGHT SKY STENCIL * * 

* Transforms the ceiling of any room into a replica of the Night Sky * 

★ Accurately places over 350 stars and constellations ★ 

* ★ Stars glow at their natural brightness tor up to 2 hours ★ 

★ Unnoticeable in normal light ★ 

★ Kit comes with 8 stencils, brush, paint, instructions and map ★ 

★ Available tor both the summer and winter sky ★ 

* * Please specify when ordering + 

* Send cheque for £25.95 to * 

^ EDUCATIONAL NEEDS, FREEPOST (G1/2449) ★ 

* PO BOX 35, LIPHOOK GU30 7BR TEL: 0428 723141 



A NEW hair lotion thai controls hair loss 
and helps hair grow back is now available. 

One user wrote: “After ajnonth of reg- 
ular use, I had noticed definite growth of 
hair where there has not been any for a 
considerable number of years. I am 
delighted with your product and continud 
to use it daily.” 

Another user said: “The bath plug hole 
used to be full of hair every time I washed 
my hair. It was so depressing. After using 
your Hair Care for just a few weeks. I’ve 
stopped losing my hair. I'm thrilled. Can I 
have another bottle please?” 

Dave Holland - pictured above - is 
stunt co-ordinator for ‘The Bill' and 
‘Casualty’. He has worked on many films 
including the smash hits ‘Robin Hood - 
Prince of Thieves’ and ‘Batman’ where he 
doubled for Michael Keaton and drove the 
Batmobile. He says: - "As a stuntman 
appearing in films and television pro- 
grammes, my appearance is very impor- 
tant. Since using Herbal Bliss Hair Care, 
my hair has become strong and healthy. I 
would have no hesitation in recommend- 
ing Hair Care to anyone.” 

Many ladies have also benefited: 

One lady wrote: “I have been using it 
for the past four months and my hair has 
grown thicker and less brittle and no 
longer comes out in the comb, also it has 
grown where I had lost it. I no longer wear 
a wig and I have regained my confidence.” 
How does it work? Herbal Bliss Hair 
Care is made entirely from natural, herbal 
ingredients based on a centuries old, redis- 
covered, secret formula. 

When massaged into the scalp, it stim- 
ulates the supply of blood, with its nutri- 
ents, to the hair follicles. The result is 
stronger, thicker hair. 

Results are noticeable from one to 
eight weeks, and the product is covered by 
a full, money-back guarantee. Herbal Bliss 
Hair Care is not tested on animals. 

For ordering details, see advertise- 
ment on page II. 


The Organs of Oxford 

Eight of the best City & University Organs on CD 
or Cassette. Vol 1: Sheldonian Theatre, Magdalen 
College, The Queen's College, New College 
Vol 2: Christ Church Cathedral, Holywell Music Room, 
University Church, Town Hall. 

CDs: £12.50 each; Cassettes: £8 each, available from 
DIGITAL, Magdalen Farm Cottage, Standlake, 
Witney OX8 7RN. Cheques with order please. 



Gift Wrapping 

BOOKS 

FOR 

CHRISTMAS 

TITLES 

Antiquarian & 

Fine Modem 

15 Turl Street, 
Oxford 

Open 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat 

Fine gilt tooled calf & 
Morocco bindings. 

• Illustrated 

• Children’s 

• Poetry 

• Bird books 

• Travel 

• Framed prints 

Gift Wrapping 


ARM yourself with 

(m ARMILLATOX 

for the attack this season on moss 

ARMILLATOX 

[\ 1)) is probably the most efficient and 
economic way to control moss in 
/ps lawns 

(£))) One 500ml pack at £3.49 
(M.R.P. ) will treat 160m 2 

Available from all leading garden 
(CJ )) centres and your local Texas store 

0773 590566 

For full information send a S.A.E. to 

ARMILLATOX LTD, 

121 Main Road, Morton, Derbyshire DE55 6HL 

Read the label before you buy 
★ Use pesticides safely ★ 




HOW CAN YOU HELP 
THIS CHRISTMAS? 

Joelle Kirby-Turner has asked local organisations 
what they need - now it's up to you to decide 
whether you can find some spare blankets, do- 
nate some food, or spend time serving meals to 

the homeless 


Christian Aid: 55 Rectory Road, Oxford 
Contact: Justine Wyatt 0865 251222 
Sing for Christian Aid this Christmas. The fol- 
lowing can be ordered from the address above; 
service leaflets (an alternative to 9 lessons and 
carols) a book of carols (at £2.50) and free carol 
sheets. There is also a free Advent Candle Cer- 
emony leaflet available. 

Age Concern: Town Hall, St.Aldates, Oxford. 
Contact: 0865 246580 

There will be carol singing in the Commarket, 
Oxford, on the 15th December at lunch time. Do 
go and join in-. 

Crisis at Christmas: 7, White Chapel Road, 
London El 1DU 
Contact: 071 377 0489 

Well known for its 24 hour drop-in centre at 
Christmas which runs from December 23rd to 
30th. The main centre will be in central London. 
Volunteers needed. 

There will also be a shelter in St Mary’s Church 
Hall, Herschel Street, Slough. Running from 24th 
December to 4th January, 
it will offer meals and ac- 
commodation for home- 
less people. Donations and 
volunteers needed. 

Contact: Jeanette Morgan 
0753 577993. 

The Ark: 4 Weston 
Road, Wolverton, Milton 
Keynes MK12 5AF 
Contact: Mike Falcus 0908 
315955 

A centre for 16-18 year 
olds, welcomes donations 
of any kind; money, book 
or music tokens etc. 

Cornerstone Accom- 
modation: 22/23 

Blackheath Crescent, 

Bradwell Common, Ox- 
ford 

Contact: Peter Bramshaw 
0908 690096 
Self-catering, single 
rooms for six 18-23 year 
olds. Emphasis on making 
Christmas a real occasion so anyone interested in 
contributing time, presents or donations should 
contact Peter Bramshaw. ) 

The Bridge: Oxford 
Contact: 0865 794410 

Offers emergency overnight accommodation for 
homeless 16-25 year olds. Needs all kinds of 
domestic equipment to help the youngsters set up 
in bed-sits on their own. Plus tins of food, cereals 
and long-life milk are needed. 

Day and Night Shelter: Luther Street, Oxford 
Contact: 0865 250153 

Day shelter runs from November to March. The 
Night Shelter, an independent charity, opens from 
7pm to 8am all year round. Both provide food and 
shelter for the homeless. Volunteers are not needed 
but towels, blankets, toiletries, donations and 
Christmas treats such as cakes and bisuits, are. 
The Porch: All Saints Convent, Oxford. 
Contact: Sister Jenny 0865 728545 
Small ‘free cafe’ offering tea and sandwiches run 
in the morning from 10am to 1 1.30am and in the 
evening from 6-8pm. The Porch is open every day 
except Wednesday. Cuppa-soups greatfully re- 
ceived. Volunteers (sandwich-makers or servers) 
needed, contact Sister Jenny. 

The Gatehouse: An ecumenical project in cen- 
tral Oxford for people with nowhere to go, run by 
the Oxford Churches. Open every day 5-7pm (not 
Christmas Day). Volunteers and contributions 
greatly appreciated: special need for gloves and 


socks! Telephone 0865 792999 and do leave a 
message if there’s no-one there. 

Feed the Children: 82 Caversham Road, Read- 
ing, RG 1 8 AE 

Contact: Rosaline McKechnie 0734 404444 
Blankets and sleeping bags needed for Bosnia. 
Money preferred as opposed to food though to 
make packing of lorries easier. Funds can be 
raised in whichever way you find easiest, collect- 
ing tins etc available. 

Sight Savers has launched a Sing for Sight 
campaign. One dose of ivermectin will protect a 
person against river blindness, a debilitating dis- 
ease transmitted by a black fly in West and 
Central Africa. Sight Savers needs money to 
distribute the medicine. To find out how your 
carol service collection can help, ring John Hordern 
on 0272 591934. 

Micklewood House and SPHere: Oxford 
Contact: Kate Allport, 0865 794913 
Centres for single parents living in temporary or 
inadequate accomodation. Micklewood House 
offers a home to 
single women with 
one child and also 
to pregnant 
women. SPHere is 
a day centre for sin- 
gle parents and 
their children. 
They are planning 
to hold a Christmas 
party this year and 
would welcome 
donations so that 
presents can be 
bought. 

Salvation 
Army: Albion 
Place, St. Ebbs, 
Oxford 

Contact: Mr 

Boyce, 0865 
246278 

Food packages are 
being put together 
this year donations 
of tinned food both 
basic and special needed. Toys in good condition 
also needed. Please take goods to the Salvation 
Army shop, address above, between 10am-2pm 
Tuesday -Friday. Christmas dinner and tea are 
also being served for anyone who is going to be 
alone on Christmas day. Donations, (cheques 
payable to Salvation Army) should be sent to the 
address above. 

Fox FM Box appeal: Fox FM is collecting 
non-perishable food and luxury goods for the 
elderly and disadvantaged. Put your contribu- 
tions in one of Fox’s collection boxes to be found 
in Co-op shops and Morrell pubs, preferably 
before December 6. Details from Fox FM on 0865 
748787. 

Christmas Cracker: Oasis West Midlands, 
Cornerstone House, 5 Ethel Street, Birmingham, 
B2 4BG 

Contact: 021 633 0873 

Can you “pour for the poor” this Christmas? If so, 
you can help in one of the 135 Crackerterias 
nationwide selling tea, coffee and cakes to raise 
funds for the Third World. In this Diocese contact 
John Chiswel to help in the Crackerteria in 
Kidlington (0869 47759) or Angela Haynes in 
Bicester (0869 250060). There are also 
Crackerterias in Ducklington (contact Mrs C Dale 
on 0993 7747 1 0) High Wycombe (Paul Ringer on 
0608 643837) and Slough (Jeremy Sewell on 
0753 523058). Plus, listen out for Radio Cracker 
broadcasting through Advent (see page 23). 
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CHRISTMAS FOOD 


The world in your kitchen 

With so many people around the world going hungry, why not make a special effort th is year to buy 
fairly traded Christmas food through the charity catalogues, suggests Christine Zwart 



A recipe from our link Diocese of 


Most of us are incurably traditional about Christ- 
mas when it comes to food. We find it almost 
impossible to imagine what it would be like with- 
out a turkey and all the trimmings, a flaming 
Christmas pudding and mince pies with lashings 
of rum butter. 

Yet all over the world there are millions of 

Christians cel- 
ebrating the 
birth of our 
Saviour in 
ways quite 
different from 
our own. 
There are also 
millions more 
for whom 
Christmas day 
is just another day with little or nothing to eat. 

There is also the question of the conditions in 
which some of our celebration fare is being pro- 
duced. Bowls of nuts may look well on our 
Christmas table but are we aware that shelled 
Brazil nuts from Belem in northern Brazil are 
produced by women working long hours in ap- 
palling overheated factories for just £50 a month. 
The answer, says Christian Aid, is not to give up 
Brazil nuts - or the women 
of Belem will have no work 
at all - but to write to the 
suppliers. We can also help 
by supporting Christian 
Aid’s Trade for a Change 
campaign and making a spe- 
cial effort this Christmas to 
buy food which has been 
produced in the Third World 
by workers earning a decent 
"wage in decent conditions. 

A good place to start is 
the Charity Christmas catalogues. Traidcraft for 
instance, which has close links with Christian 
Aid, CAFOD and SCLAF, now produces a sepa- 
rate ‘Foods’ catalogue which includes not only 
basics such as tea, coffee, rice and muesli, illus- 
trated bottom , but also more exotic fare like 


organic tropical forest honey, mango pieces and 
nut crystals. The quality is excellent and you also 
have the satisfaction of knowing that your pur- 
chase is helping to boost trade and often social 
conditions in the producing country. Traidcraft’s 
brown sugar for instance is packed by Craft Aid, an 
organisation for physically handicapped men and 
women in Mauritius, their poppadoms, which 
microwaved for one minute make a good alterna- 
tive to crisps, were made in a women’s co-opera- 
tive in India, while their fragrant Nilgiri blended 
tea includes tea from an organisation which pro- 
vides work for Tamil refugees. 


Did you know? * 

Your Christmas pudding should • 
have beeen made on 'Stir - up' * 
Sunday, the Sunday before Advent # 
and stirred from East to West in • 
honour of the three Wise Men. If • 
you forgot consult the OXFAM and # 
Traidcraft catalogues! • 


out something to nibble and Traidcraft’s Mascao 
Fairly Traded Chocolate was recently tested round 
the television in our family and pronounced ‘bril- 
liant’. It comes in milk, praline and nut and is 
produced using cocoa from a co-operative in Bolivia 
and sugar from small independent farmers in the 
Philippines. It costs around £1 a lOOg bar. Yes, you 
can get cheaper in a supermarket but there is a price 
to pay for fairer trading and perhaps this is the 
Christmas we should pay it. 

Useful Information 

Traidcraft: Kingsway, Gateshead, Tyne and 
Wear, NA11 ONE, for postal orders. You can 
also order by telephone on 091- 491 0855 
with an Access, Visa or Mastercard. Phone 
091- 491 0591 for copies of their food leaflet 
quoting ref: 98833 or for the name of your 
local Traidcraft representive who may have 
the foods in stock. 

Tear Fund: 100 Church Road, Teddington, Middlesex 
TW11 8QE. 081- 977 9144. Their catalogue is full of 
striking jewellery, clothing, toys and gifts but the only 
‘food’ they include is tea. However, it is unusual because it 
has been grown on a unique Christian tea estate in India 
which guarantees fair wages and also provides a hospital, 
decent living quarters and a Christian education for the 
children. 

OXFAM’s Christmas catalogue is available from PO Box 
72, Bicester , Oxon OX6 7LT or from local OXFAM shops. 
Using Access or Visa cards you. can also ring orders to 0869 
245011. 

Christian Aid’s ‘Trade for a change’ leaflet is an eye 
opener. Lots of ideas for teachers and church leaders and 
books, games and posters on the fair trading theme. Also 
included is The Frugal Cook Book ( 50p ) and Recipes for 
a Change (£1), a collection of healthy recipes from around 
the world using cheap but interesting ingredients. Local 
reps.Berkshire and Oxon - the Revd Justine Wyatt on 0865 
251222; Bucks - Moussa Conteh on 0908 261352. 

One Village, Oxford Street, Woodstock and King Edward 
Street, off High Street, Oxford. These two delightful shops 
don’t have food but they do have low price food containers 
and utensils from around the world including baskets from 
the Philippines from under £1, chopping boards from 
Indonesia (£3.99) and even soapstone egg cups from India. 
Also charcoal by ‘Friendly Fuels’ (£2.99 a bag), developed 
by an Oxford scientist to show people in areas with no 
natural fuels that you can make charcoal from just about 
anything! 


A recipe from our link Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman. 

South African Melktert 

To make three flans, grease three metal 
pie dishes and heat oven to 350° (160°) 
or gas mark 4. 

To make the pastry: 

Cream together 4oz castor sugar, 8oz 
margarine and 1 egg. Gradually add 
12oz SR flour, 2 teaspoons baking 
powder and a pinch of salt. Then fold in 
another 4oz SR flour and mix until the 
pastry comes off the hands cleanly. 

Pat pastry into pie dishes and bake for 
10 to 12 minutes until golden brown. 
Filling: 

Boil together one and a half pints of 
milk, 5oz castor sugar, and loz marga- 
rine. Meanwhile make a paste with 2 1/2 
rounded tablespoons SR flour, 2 1/2 
rounded tablespoons cornflour, 1/2 
teaspoon vanilla essence, a pinch of 
salt, and 1/2 pint milk, stirring in the milk 
gradually. Beat together three egg yolks 
and add to the paste. Pour the paste 
into the hot milk mixture and stir fast 
until the mixture thickens, then remove 
from stove. Whisk the three egg whites 
and fold into the mixture. 

Pour the filling into the pie cases and 
sprinkle liberally with powdered cinna- 
mon. Leave to set and serve with a 
generous dollop of whipped cream. 

Supplied by Mrs Artha Powell, Church House, 
Kimberley and Kuruman 


The Oxford - based New Internationalist 
Magazine have just produced The World in 
Your Kitchen (£12.99), a vegetarian cook 
book by Troth Wells. It includes some won- 
derful dishes like the Christmas cake from 
India which includes semolina and requires 
you to soak die dried fruit and nuts in rum for 


OXFAM, whose motto is ‘trading for a fairer 
world’, offer some foods in their Christmas cata- 
logue which would make ideal presents. ‘Nuts in a 
Basket’ (£7.95), illustrated left , is a selection 
of four different kinds of nuts including Bra- 
zils from Peru, attractively packed in a palm- 
leaf basket from India. There is also a collec- 
tion of miniature honeys from around the 
world, tea from Tanzania and Assam with a 
tea pot from the Philippines and even a tropi- 
cal food hamper (£14.95) whose contents, 
made from fairly traded ingredients, include a 
vegetarian plum pudding and mango jam. 

If you haven’t got time this year to make 
your own Christmas cake, you can order one 
(£7.78 for a 21b cake) made for Traidcraft by a 
Cumbrian village bakery using third world prod- 
ucts. We tried it with our coffee in The DOOR 
office and found it deliciously fruity but it could be 
improved with regular ‘feeding’ with something 
alcoholic in the weeks before Christmas. 

No Christmas stocking would be complete with- 





DO YOU NEED A LITTLE 
EXTRA CARE AT HOME? 

BNA can help. Call now for details of our flexible, cost 
effective homecare services: 

OXFORD HIGH WYCOMBE READING 
0865 245201 0494 535025 0734 586492 


Licensed by Local Authorities to supply Qualified Nurses & 
Dept of Employment to supply all other staff. 



THE CARING DIRECTORY 
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WMERSALCARE 

CARING IN THE HOME 


We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to 
enable the elderly and infirm to 
remain living in their own homes. 


CHESTER HOUSE. 9 WINDSOR END, 
BEACON SFIELD, BUCKS HP9 2JJ. 


Tel: (0494) 678811. 

(Emp Agy FRES Member) 




• QUALITY CARE IN 
YOUR OWN HOME • 


Keep your independence with the 
support of experienced carers. 


24 hour live-in care, 
long or short term. 

Home assessments. London and 
home counties specialists 

South Bank House, 

Black Prince Road, 
London SE1 7SJ 

071 582 3084 


(24 hours) 
(Empl. Agency) 


Protect the future of your child! 

With PREMIERE WILLS 

Making a Will is a most important step in protecting the future of your 
loved ones. NOW is the time to write your Will. 

We provide a home-visit service to take your instructions in the com- 
fort and privacy of your home and at a fixed-fee (no hidden extras) of 
£50 for single Will and £75 for two “mirror” Wills (husband and wife). 
If preferred — use our unique postal service. 

For further information contact: 

David Specterman 
Premiere Wills 

29 Lynford Gardens, Edgware, Middlesex HA8 8TY 

Tel: (081) 905 4967 


St Veronica Nursing Wing 

The Old Vicarage 
Moulsford, Nr Wallingford 

A high standard of Nursing Care within a happy 
atmosphere, rooms overlooking beautiful gardens. 
Short/long term stay patients 

Tel: 0491 - 651428 

for further details 


mm. 


DESPERATE? ALONE? SUICIDAL? 


o The. 
Samaritans 


Phone (24 hours) 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Amersham 432000 
Bracknell 55556 
Banbury 270000 
Milton Keynes 667777 
Newbury 42452 
Oxford 722122 
Reading 266333 
Slough 531011 



ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to show 
you around. 

Wardington House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon OX17 1SD 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 



Small, friendly nursing home situated in the pleasant 
village of Chinnor providing total nursing care in 
comfortable surroundings. 

Single and Companion Rooms • Ensuite facilities 
available • Long or short stay • Lift to first 
floor • Full central heating • Minibus. 

For further information and/or an 
appointment to view please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (0844) 351766 
36 Lower Icknield Way, Chinnor, Oxford OX9 4EB 
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SPOTLIGHT ON RETREATS 
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BUCKFAST ABBEY 


The Benedictine monks of Buckfast in 
Devon have facilities and a tranquil 
setting for individual and group 
retreats for men and women. Write to: 
The Guestmaster, Southgate, Buckfast Abbey, 
Buckfasdeigi, Devon TQ1 1 OEE 



THE GRANGE 
AMPLEFORTH ABBEY 


The Monastic Retreat House Offers Both Group 
and Private Retreats. 

Participation in Monks, Sung Office and Mass 
Atmosphere of Monastic Quiet. 

Excellent Home Cooking. 

Outstanding Natural Surroundings. 

For details apply to: 

THE WARDEN, (Fr Aelred Burrows OSB) 

THE GRANGE, AMPLEFORTH ABBEY, YORK Y06 4EN 
TELEPHONE: AMPLEFORTH (04393) 440 


Baptist Holiday 
Fellowship Ltd 

A registered charity 

WESTHOLME 

MINEHEAD 

Further information from 
Mrs Christine Lawrence, 
Westholme, The Esplanade, 
Minehead TA24 5QP 
Tel: 0643 703473 



Conference Centre 
Christian hotel and self-catering flats. 
Directly on Sea-front and nestled 
under the hills of Exmoor. 
Superb comfort and excellent 
company. 

Families welcome. 


TOC H 


CUDDESDON HOUSE, CUDDESDON, OXFORD 0X9 9HB 

Telephone: 0865 872004 

Well equipped modern house set in lour acres. Sleeps 21 (mainly single rooms). 
Two conference rooms (each seating 30), plus smaller group rooms. 

Near M40 - seven miles from Oxford 
Ideal for conferences, retreats, group holidays 

All enquiries to above address 


FELDEN LODGE 

Hertfordshire 

BB Conference Centre set in 32 acres of grounds. 
Sports Hall and Floodlit Area. 

Catering and Self-catering. 

Available for Weekends and Midweek for School Parties 
and Conferences. 

Contact: Ray Smith Centre Manager 

0442 233783 


&ds? 


S&adfiss 



WOODSTOCK ROAD, OXFORD 

SERVING THE DEVELOPMENT OF LEADERSHIP IN 
THE TWO-THIRDS WORLD CHURCH THROUGH: 

• Post Graduate University Courses (incl Ph.D) 

• Transformation Journal on Missions and Ethics 

• Publications through Regnum Books 

BRINGING THE U.K. CHURCH THE EXPERIENCE OF 
THE TWO-THIRDS WORLD CHURCH THROUGH: 

• Visiting Preachers 

• Summer Schools and Study Days 

• Providing an Opportunity for Partnership 

O.C.M.S. IS A REGISTERED CHARITY - DONATIONS 
ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

Based at St Philip’s and St James’ Oxford which has 
facilities for Church Conferences and Retreats. 
NEEDING THE SUPPORT OF THE BRITISH 
CHURCH. 

For further information contact the Administrator 
Telephone: (0865) 56071 — Fax: (0865) 510823 
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Southam 

Tithe 

Barn 

Nr Cheltenham 


Available for 

• Private functions #Exhibitions/conferences 

• Sales • Wedding receptions 

• Ample Car Parking • And much more 

• Modern Kitchen Facilities 

Tel: 0242 261200 

(24 hours) for details 
The ideal venue for your 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Seats up to 180 guests 


ASK ABOUT 
OUR 

GENEROUS 
DISCOUNTS 
FOR CHURCH 
GROUPS 




spirituality 
7*ntra 

Fefaniay 7-11 Prayer and Painting. £81.50 
1 8-20 Preacted Retreat Rt Revd. J.V. Taylor £40 
24 Drop-in-day 10-4. ~ 

March 22 Drop 
April 22 


Drcp-in-Day (ace February) 

24 Training the Trainers Pt.l weekend 


workshop (for protective le 
27 Drop-in-Day (nee February) 
May 16-20 Training the Trainer 


£65 


[ay 16-20 Training the Trainers midweek workshop 
£120 

24 Drop-in-Day (aee February) 

June 6-10 Eihbroidery and Prayer Revd. Leonard 
Quids and Sr Renata CHN £85 
1 6 Drop-in-Day (aee February) 

July 23-29 Do you have a vocation to the Religious 
Life? £40 

a hither information and booking forms for 
residential evrnU apply, with SAE, to: 

Sbter -to -Charge ef Retreats, 

Convent of St John Baptist, Hatch Lane, 
Windsor, Berks SL4 3QR 
(0753) 850618 


BARNABAS 

TRUST 


Your group and private retreats 

The Hedlcy Lodge 

BELMONT 
ABBEY 

Hereford HR2 9RZ 
Benedictine Community 
Benedictine Spirituality 
Benedictine Hospitality 

WRITE NOW FOR OUR 1994 
PROGRAMME including: 

♦ A BENEDICTINE WAY 
FOR THE WORLD 
Feb 1st to 3rd 

♦RETREAT FOR 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
Feb 11th to 13th 

♦A LENT RETREAT 
Feb 15th to 17th 

♦ PREPARING FOR 
MARRIAGE 

Retreat For Engaged Couples 
Feb 25th to 27th 

♦ THE EASTER RETREAT 
Mar 31st to April 3rd 

Details from 

The Retreatmaster 
(address above) 

Tel: 0432 277 388 ext 212 


- the Christian charity based in 
Tonbridge - has announced at £2.5 
million programme to improve its 
study/activity holiday centres. 

‘Barnabas 2000’, published with the 
trust’s 1993 Annual Report, includes 
major redevelopment to the Halls 
Green, Sevenoaks centre and upgrading 
facilities at Carroty Wood, Whithaugh 
Park (Scottish borders) and Climping 
(Sussex). 

The plans also include improving and 
increasing the accommodation 
available. 

The Trust is also looking at further 
centres in the Midlands and the Lake 
District. 

Chairman of the Trust, John Home said 
“We welcomed over T4,000 mainly 
young visitors to our centres last year. 
Demand exceeds capacity for much of 
the year so we have no alternative but 
to expand and improve our facilities. 
“The developments are aimed at getting 
us ready for what our visitors will need 
and expect in the next century - hence 
the title Barnabas. 2000” 

To realise its plans the Trust needs to 
fund-raise £2.5 million. 

The Barnabas 2000 brochure calls on 
Christians to help by: 

* Praying for the programme 

* Promoting the visions of the Trust 

* Becoming a Barnabas 2000 Partner 
- perhaps organising fundraising 
events or opening doors to funding 
sources 


* Personal donations or covenants 
Graham Horsnell, who joined Barnabas 
as Chief Executive in March, admitted 
“£2.5 million is a lot of money to raise. 
“But we believe that the challenge of 
harnessing and focusing the engergies 
of the young in positive ways is one of 
the most important issues facing the 
nation today.” 

For further details or to offer help, 
contact Graham at Barnabas Trust, 
Carroty Wood, Higham Lane, 
Tonbridge TN11 9QX 
(Tel: 0732 354690) 


RYDAL 

HALL 



This elegant Georgian Mansion 
providing full-Board accommodation 
for up to 56 guests together with a 36 
bunk self-catering Youth Centre are 
open throughout the year. A campsite 
for youth organisations is open from 
Easter to the end of September (350 
persons). 

A 30-acre Estate provides 
opportunities for walking, swimming, 
painting, ornithology, games, 
gardening, meditation and prayer. 

Members of the resident Community 
are available to contribute to your 
programme. Guests are also welcome 
to join the daily worship of the 
Community. 

Carlisle Diocesan Retreat and 
Conference Centre, Rvdal Hall, 
Ambleside, Cumbria LA22 9LX. 
Tel: Ambleside (05394) 32050 



St. Gabriel’s House 

Canterbury Diocesan, Retreat & Conference 
Centre, 44 Elm Grove, Westgate-on-Sea, 
Kent CT8 8 LB. 


t 


Residential accommodation for up to 32, 
suitable for mid-week and weekend 
conferences/retreats. 

Open events include retreats, quiet days and 
holidays. 

Contact Warden for brochure and details . 

TehThanet (0843) 832033. 



Cef n Lea Park 
Mid Wales 

Christian Holiday and 
Laiaura Complex 
Dolfor, Newtown, Powys 
SY16 4AJ 

New Conference suite seat- 
ing 600. 

Over 400 beds. 
Superb sports facilities. 
Affordable prices 
Tel: 0686 625275 
Fax: 0686 626122 


P2UNTIM0 STERILE 

For painters of any level of ability — 
beginners are specially welcome — a 
combination of retreat and painting holi- 
days in an ecumenical atmosphere with 
chaplains and tutors. Painting and Prayer 
holidays are held at beautiful 
centres in this country and 
abroad. 

For further details send 9 x 4in. « 

s.a.e. to: Bill Erickson, Dept 15, 

111 Midford Road, Coombe ■ - B 
Down, Bath BA2 5RX. / | \ 




Chester 
Diocesan 
Conference 
Centre 

Available for conferences, retreats, parish holidays (good cen- 
tre for North Wales, Pennines, Chester, Liverpool, etc), 37 beds 
(25 rooms), (plus some campbeds/cots, if required), 50 eating 
(100 with buffet), (licensed bar), 40 for conferences, 60 in 
chapel, disabled access. Individual enquiries welcomed. 
Special rates for Christian groups — reductions for children. 

Foxhill, Tarvin Rd, Frodsham, WA6 6XB. 

Tel: 0928 733777 



Church Way, 

ECTON Northampton 
HOUSE NN6 0QE 


Ecton House has a long history of welcoming visitors. 
William Hogarth came here to sketch and relax, Benjamin 
Franklin to seek out his Ecton ancestors. Today, behind 
the sunny facade of this 17th century country rectory, a 
warm blena of past and present provides the perfect 
setting for study, retreat or training. Here you will find 
happiness, homeliness and holiness. 

When the House is not fully booked, individual guests are 
more than welcome. 

Charges for groups of up to 30, and a list of Open 
Retreats can be obtained from the Warden 


Tel: 0604 406442 


Fax: 0604 787052 



Bishop Woodford House 

Barton Road, Ely, Cambs CB7 4DX 

Telephone: 0353 663039 
Ely Diocean Rare# ud Conference House 


Qemt to *«, all toko labour and an hearty laden, and 
3 will qlot qoa red (M>»ii:2$) 

VMt Bishop Woodfbrt House you wed i place to get away from it al in 

m atmosphere of pete* and quiet, sod yet Hi* only live minutes from the Dm 
Cathedral and city centre. 

Come with your parish or group, or as an individual for a private retreat, or why 
not Join one of our open retreats. Thera are 31 single bedrooms together with 
lounges, Chapel. Library wd fully licenced Woodford Bar. 

Contact the Warden for further details or for a Retreat Programme 


ALTON ABBEY 1994 

HOLY WEEK and EASTER (27th March - 3rd April): 

Guests welcome for all or part of the Holy Week and Easter Liturgies 


April 

29th Apr- 1st May 

Jane Austen Retreat 

Dom Nicholas Seymour OSB 

May 

15th-20th 

Icon Writing Week 
(with practical guidance) 

Bro Anselm Shobrook OSB 

July 

29th-31st 

Jane Austen Retreat 

Dom Nicholas Seymour OSB 

Sept 

9th- 1 1th 

Icon Weekend 


16th- 18th 

(Theory and Devotion) 
The Contemplative Bridge 

Bro Anselm Shobrook OSB 




to Evangelism 

Bishop Michael Marshall 

Oct 

28th- 30th 

Jane Austen Retreat 

Dom Nicholas Seymour OSB 


All inquiries for guest facilities 

THE GUESTMASTER 
Alton Abbey, Alton 
GU34 4AP 
0420 562145 / 563575 

— REGISTERED CHARITY — 



Letton Hall 



Affordable accommodation 
for up to 125 from doubles 
to dormitories. Country- 
house style living in the 
main hall or rooms in the 
converted stables, grouped 
round the cobble courtyard 
of Dolphin Court. Be away 
from it all in the heart of 
rural Norfolk, yet within 
easy reach of a host of inter- 
esting places. Self-eater or 
be catered for. Supervised 
go-karting on 400m track, 
plus plenty of grounds for 
outdoor sports, wooded 
walks, barbecues, etc. 

Teachers please enquire about facilities and low rates for Term- 
Time School Groups. Conferences also catered for. 

Coataci Peter Carroll for more iaformatioa 
TEL. (0362) 820717 
SMpdkam, Thetford, Norfolk IP25 7SA 


A HOUSE FOR THE LORD 
... A HOME FOR HIS PEOPLE 
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Painting and 
Prayer 


Please see our display advertisement! 
OUR picture shows a couple of 
contented painters at Parceval Hall, 
Yorkshire. We think they have every 
reason to be contented: they are 
spending a week at a delightful centre 
in good company, doing things that 



fulfil and restore them. 

All the activities are optional, but 
the emphasis throughout is on painting 
in its widest sense (any media, any 
subjects...) and on a calm, meditative 
Christian fellowship: days which begin 
with a eucharist and end witfi evening 
prayer; painting with skilled and 
sympathetic tutors (it doesn’t matter 
how bad or good you are!); ample 
opportunities to talk about what most 
matters to you - painting, everyday 
living, faith, or all these in their relation 
to one another. 

Chaplains work in close co- 
operation with tutors, but all abilities 
are welcome: singing, playing 

instruments, reciting, narrating, helping 
in services, and - perhaps most of all - 
just being ourselves. 

Why not try us? Our retreat centres 
range from Bristol to Scotland, from 
Bruges to Brittany. Some retreats are 
only for a few days, some for a week. 
Groups may vary in size from eight to 
eighteen or more. 

Please write to Bill Erickson: see 
our display advertisement. 



THE ABBEY 

SUTTON COURTENAY 
Abingdon, Ox on 0X14 4AF 


Nov 26-28: Exploration of Ministry in 
Secular Employment 
Dec 3-5: The Sacred Space of the Word 
Dec 4: Taiz 6 Chanting and Dance 
Jan 15: Sexuality and Spirituality - with Jim 
Cotter 

Feb 5: How to run Retreats and Quiet Days - 
with John Ford 

March 11-13: Journey of Prayer Retreat - 
with Bishop Stephen Verney and Janet Lake 


For information on these and many other 
Seminars. Workshops and Retreats, please 
call (0235) 84740 1 or send Sae to: The 
Abbey. Sutton Courtenay. Abingdon. Oxon 
0X14 4AF. 


MORLEY RETREAT HOUSE 


MORLEY RETREAT HOUSE is a 
well maintained Georgian Rectory set 
amidst rich farmland with 5 acres of 
grounds and gardens, yet located just 5 
miles from Derby city centre the House 
is easily accessible by both road and 
rail. 

In this lovely, peaceful setting the 
House is available for a wide range of 
purposes including Retreats, Confer- 
ences and holidays. It is regularly used 
by a variety of organisations as a place 
of retreat or a conference and training 
facility. 

Alternatively, there is a programme 
of organised Retreats and other events 
running throughout the year. 

The House has a large comfortable 
meeting room seating up to 40 people 
and two smaller lounges, a dining room 


with a bar, and a chapel. Residential 
accommodation consists of 24 single* 
bedrooms and 5 twin bedded rooms. 
All bedrooms have 
hand basins with hot 
and cold water. The 
House and bedrooms 
are centrally heated 
throughout. 

Within the grounds 
is a croquet lawn, a 
walled garden and an 
orchard. A mass of 
crocuses, daffodils and 
primroses in early 
spring, rhododendrons, 
roses, and a wide range 
of trees and other 
flowers and shrubs 
which attract a wide 


variety of birds. 

For details please contact Dan 
Caldwell at Morley Retreat House. 


THE DOOR 

To advertise telephone: 

(0865) 880505 
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WOODROW HIGH 

HOUSE TRAINING AND 

CONFERENCE CENTRE, 

AMERSHAM, BUCKS 

For the friendliest and least expensive training facility in 
the region, set in a uniquely beautiful environment. 
Why not try us first? 

Ring Amersham (0494) 433531 for our brochure, 
Woodrow High House, Cherry Lane, Woodrow, 
n Nr Amersham, Bucks HP7 0QG 

19TH CENTURY RETREAT HOUSE 

set in spacious grounds and located in peaceful 
surroundings, offers refreshment for spirit, mind 
and body in an informal atmosphere. Home 
cooking a speciality. Informal worship after 
evening meal, community members available 
for payer. 

Send stamp for brochure to: 

Stanton House, Stanton St. John, Nr Oxford 0X33 1HQ 
Tel: 0865 358807 


CHRISTIAN 
ALLIANCE Centre 


“Greenside” 14 Royal Esplanade, Westbrook, 
Kent CT9 5DX Tel: 0843 221107 

Enjoy warm Christian Fellowship and home cooking at this 
27 Bed Centre overlooking the sea with beautiful sandy 
beaches. Safe bathing. Many places of interest within walking 
distance. Coach trips from the front door. Singles, Families, 
Groups welcomed. Open all year. 

Evenings of Fellowship and Fun. Conferences Oct - April 


Wick Court 
Centre 

Wick, Bristol BS15 5RB 
0272 373562 

Low cost, residential centre, 
especially suitable for young 
people. Beautiful surroundings. 
Hard court, adventure playground, 
river with raft. Minimum group size 
25; maximum 58. 

Full board or self catering. 


ENJOY THE PEACE 
AND BEAUTY OF 
WYDALE 



WYDALE HALL is a gracious country 
house wtthin easy reach of North 
Yorkshire moors, dales and ooast. 


Open for conferences, retreats, 
quiet/healing days, business seminars 
and holidays. Groups and individual 
guests are welcome. Accommodation 
for up to 58 guests. 

Also, self-catering EMMAUS CENTRE 
for up to 30 guests. 

For further information please contact 

The Warden, Peter Fletcher, 
Wydale,, York Diocesan Centre, 




Brompton by Saw don, 
carborouah, North Yorks 
Tel: (0723) 850270 




m CHRISTIAN 
HOTEL AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRE 

• Combining personal comfort and appetising meals with excellent conference 
facilities 

# Set in the lovely countryside of Sussex near to Eastbourne 
• Within easy reach of the M25, Gatwick and London 
) Sports facilities make it ideally situated to church holidays 

• Unobtrusive service by staff committed to serving guests with love 
— at affordable rates! 

Robin and Barbara Solly, Pilgrim Hall, Easons Green, 

Uckfield, East Sussex TN22 5RE 
Tel: (0825) 840295 




9-11 Feb 
Wed-Fri 

15 February 

16 February 

17 February 


18-22 April 
Mon-Fri 

23-27 May 
Mon-Fri 

3-5 June 
Weekend 

17-19 June 
Weekend 


New Year Programme at 

MORLEY 
RETREAT HOUSE 

Quiet, Peaceful, Country Setting, near Derby 
You are invited to join us for 
any of the following: 

1994 HOUSE EVENTS 

Praying The Psalms Today - A Three Day Retreat 
with author The Rev’d Jim Cotter 
“Daysprings” - 3 Quiet Day* 

Come for a Day or Come and Stay - 10am to 4pm or Resident 
3 Quiet Days of Readings, Prayers, Meditations and Music 
on the theme of Spring 

with the Rev’d John Slyfield and Dan Caldwell 

Calligraphy and Prayer Retreat 

for beginners and those more experienced in this ancient art with 
The Rev’d Stephen Eade and Ruth Bacmeister 
Painting and Prayer Retreat 
for beginners and more experienced painters. 

With Chaplain The Ven. Peter Bridges & Tutor Brenda Blackburn 
Myers Briggs Basic Workshop 

What personality type are you? What difference does it make? 

The Rev’d Canon G.A. Chesterman and Dr Charles Baker 
“All are Called” - What is God calling you to do? 
with author The Rev’d Francis Dewar 


24-26 June 
Weekend 


Walking in a Sacred Manner • Circle Dance 
as a Spiritual Exercise with Elizabeth Cave 
For detail s of these events or a copy of our complete 1994 programme 
please contact .* 

Morley Retreat House, Church I Jane, Morley, Derby DE7 6DE 
Telephone: DERBY (0332) 831293 
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THE ABBEY HOUSE 

Chilkwell Street, 
Glastonbury, 

Somerset BA6 8DH 
Telephone: (0458) 831112 

Warden:- Martin Oliver MA. (Oxon) 
Registered Charity No: 224866 

PROGRAMME FOR JANUARY/JUNE 1994 
Feh 22- 25 “Praying in the Fullness of Years”. A seminar with Graham Keyes 
and Wendy Wilby. 

Feb 28 - Mar 4 Open Retreat. Dr Martin Israel. April 8-10 Myers Briggs Basic 
Workshop 

June 10-12 Journey into Wholeness. Russell Bowman Eadie. 

June 20-24 Pilgrims’ Retreat. Ewan McPherson 

June 27-30 Individually Guided Retreat. Gordon Jeff and Dorothy Nicholson. 

For full 1994 diary of traditional silent retreats and leaflets on theme retreats, 
workshops etc, apply to the Warden. 


A conference at the 
Wycliffe Centre 
could drive you to 
your knees. 

The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated to 
helping Christians to 
"Be still and know that I ant God” 

We would love to welcome you - especially 
families, but any group from 1-120. The 
Wycliffe Centre is situated close to the M40 

For more details write or phone: 
Conference Manager, The Wycliffe Centre, 
Horsleys Green, High Wycombe, 
Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 0494 482521 




wife 


RYDAL HALL 

in the heart of the 
Lake District 

Conferences • Retreats • Holidays 
(For groups, families and individuals) 

This elegant Georgian Mansion providing full-board accommodation for up to 56 
guests together with a 36 bunk self catering Youth Centre are open throughout the 
year. A private campsite is open from Easter to the end of September (350 persons). 
A 30 acre Estate provides opportunities for walking, swimming, painting, ornithology, 
games, gardening, meditation and prayer. 

Members of the resident Community are available to contribute to your programme. 
Guests are also welcome to join the daily worship of the Community. 

CwVele Dioscesan Retreat and Conference Centre, Rydal Hall, Ambleslde, 
Cumbria LA22 9A1. Ambleslde (05394) 32050 



CHARNEY MANOR 


Cmk lo a coarse — sad expcricace Ike tnnquility of Ckuraey. Jammy 29-30 
CONTEMPLATION AND EMPOWERMENT Km W md Dorothy Bdi 
February 1 113 GETTING TO KNOW THE DRAFT BOOK OF DISCIPLINE 
William Fraser and He lea Rc.. .andt 
March 25-27 HOW ABOUT WRITING? Gillie Bolton and Deborah Padfield 
April 19-21 FAITH INTO ACTION Chriatine Davis and Maion McNaughton 

June 24-26 THE POETRY OF LOSS Alan Davies 

For more information on the courses and adf -catered accommodation in the ClkiU, please write to Ike resident 
Friends at: Charaey Manor, Chamey Barnett, Wantage, Oxon OX12 lEJTd: 1235 M2H Fax: #235 848882. 
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Formed fourteen years ago as an 
Interdenominational ministry. We offer short 
term accommodation for groups of up to 25 
for the purpose of bringing people into a 
greater revelation of the resurrection power 
of Jesus, through Teaching, Healing, 
Counselling. 


Monthly Conferences 
Information on request 

For further details please contact: 
Gill Taylor, Tony Pitman, 

The Community of Praise, Roma, 
High Street, 

Kelnton Mandeville, Somerton, 
Somerset TA11 6DZ 
Tel: 0458 223464 



Mh-Eden 



JOIN US for your holidays and short breaks overlooking the 
sea and mountains of Snowdonia. 

RELISH superb home cooking. Full C.H.; colour televisions; 
lea/coffee making facilities. 

A WARM WELCOME to all families, individual and groups 
(up to 50). 

Tunes of fellowship and ministry 
Phone or write to: 

Lionel and Doreen Phillips 

West Parade, Llandudno, Gwynedd LL30 BB2 

Tel No: 0492 877057 


OLD ALKESFOKD PLACE 

WINCHESTER DIOCESAN RETREAT, 
CONFERENCE AND TRAINING CENTRE 


PROGRAMME 1994 

January 7-9 (Fri-Sun)Enneagram: Sr Elizabeth 
McNaulty 

February 25-27 (Fri-Sun) Retreat: Exploring our 
Spiritual Joumey. 

March 14-18 (Mon-Fri) Retreat: In Lent 
March 31-4 April (Thur-Mon) Easter Celebration: 
Rev’d David Rogers, Warden and Canon Terry 
Pinner, Chaplain. 

May 4-6 (Wed-Fri) Mycrs-Briggs: Type Indicator 
Workshop 

May 27-30 (Fri-Mon) “Mayfire” - The Spirit with us: 
Led by Canon Terry Pinner, Chaplain and Rev’d 
David Rogers, Warden 

August 5-12 (Fri-Fri) “Prayer with Painting”: Led by 
Rev’d Tana Riviere and Rev’d John Slyfield 
August 15-19 (Mon-Fri) "In time and in step”: Music 
making for beginners and others, and opportunities 
for walking 



August 22-31 (Mon-Mon) An 8 day individually 
guided retreat: 

October 3-7 (Mon-Fri) Retreat: 

October 14-16 (Fri-Sun) Retreat: “Drifting on 
Spirit's Breath. Time out of Time”. 

November 9-11 (Wed-Fri) Myers-Briggs: Shadow 
Side 

November 11-13 (Fri-Sun) "Towards Wholeness”. 
Looking at stress, relaxation and healing. 

November 14-18 (Mon-Fri) Retreat for those in min- 
istry 

Set in the heart of lovely Hampshire, the retreat and 
Conference Centre of the Winchester Diocese. 
Available for group or individual bookings. 

Apply to The Warden, Old Alresford Place, 
Alresford, Hampshire S024 9DH 

Tel: 0962 732518 



Accommodation for all ages, 
groups of 6-170, 
ideal for study/activity holidays. 
Indoor and instructed outdoor activities: 
all set in acres of idyllic woodland, in 
Kent, Sussex and the Scottish Borders 

25% PRICE REDUCTIONS: 
1 Dec - 28 Feb!! 


Send for full details: 

Christine Woods 
Barnabas Trust, Carroty Wood 
Higham Lane, Tonbridge 
Kent TN1 1 9QX 



Darnaba* 

Trust 



RETREAT HOLIDAYS IN THE HOLY LAND 
* ASSISI * PATMOS * SINAI * MALTA * UK 

Inter-Church Travel has over 35 years experience in 
organising devotional holidays. Our Reflections pro- 
gramme offers a range of retreat holidays providing the 
perfect opportunity for spiritual refreshment in a tranquil 
atmosphere. Single travellers are welcome with no single 
room supplements 


To receive a copy of Reflections or the Inter-Church 
1994 brochure simply call FREE on 0800-300-444 or 
complete the coupon below. 


i 

ABTAl 


ABTA 36869 ATOL 308 


Return to: Inter-Church Travel, FREEPOST, PO Box 58, 
Folkestone, KentCT20 1BL 

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Rev Name 

Address 

Postcode Tel * 

Please send me the following brochures: 

Inter-Church Travel 1994 □ Reflections □ 3drii 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 


To advertise ring Davd Holden on 0865 880505 


A WINTER QUESTION OF CARING 


GOLDSBOROUGH: 

The Complete Private Care Service 


Fortunately, many elderly 
people enjoy good health 
and can live in their own 
homes. However, there are 
times when additional 
assistance is necessary. 
After suffering 

bereavement, recovering 
from a fall or accident, 
convalescing or just 
becoming less mobile. This 
is where Goldsborough 
Homecare & Nursing 
Services (GHCNS) in 
Slough can assist. 

Part of the reputable 
Goldsborough Group which 
was established in the early 
1980s and now has 
branches throughout the 
country, the company is 
dedicated to providing the 
highest quality of care to 
people who are confined to 
their own homes and may 
need extra help. 

The Slough Branch 
provides carefully selected 
carers and companions to 
care for people in the 
privacy and comfort of their 
own homes. The key to 
GHCNS Slough branch is 
flexibility, from just 1 hour 
per week to 24 hours a lay 
cover, on a regular basis or 
just when required. 

At no obligation, an 
appointment can be 
arranged for a home visit in 


order to assess individual 
needs. Based in Slough, the 
branch is run by two 
experienced and caring 
professionals who are 
happy to assist with all 
client requirements 
For more details 
telephone Matron on Slough 
0753 550600. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA 

BABYLLON 

BOWL 

THE BABYLLON BOWL IS: 

an elegant replacement for the 
hanging basket, 
a planting up system for the 
enthusiast gardener, 
a stylish jardiniere. 

THE BABYLLON BOWL: 
took five years of development and 
testing. 

resulted in two separate patent 
pending features. 

is now endorsed by professional 
gardeners and commentators. 

THE BABYLLON BOWL 
BRINGS TO THE 
GARDENER: 

* TURN AT A TOUCH BOWL 
Patent pending finger touch control 
ensures that all plants get a share 
of the sun, that plant tending is 
easy from the front, and that if 
required, the bowl can be turned to 
reveal a different colour display. 

* NO CHAINS 



HARRIAS HOUSE 

Residential Home 
for the Elderly 


• Mellow country house set in 3 acres of well • Personal care assistance and hairdressing 

kept gardens and foot care available 

• tUSSn ^ ^ r00mS 0W " • Long sta y <* short holiday breaks 

• Some sets of 2 rooms available catered for 

• Spacious public rooms with a home- • Non-profit registered charity 

from-home atmosphere • Fees from £170 per week 

Details and brochure from: 

Mrs R, Atkins , Harrias House, Hedgerley Lane, 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2SD — Telephone: 0494 674204 



HAVE YOU 

WRITTEN A 
WILL? 

We are the National market 
leaders in Will Writing and 
will send you an easy to complete form from 
which we write you a legally valid and fully 
insured will — and all at a fixed price 

(£15 single, £25 double, plus VAT) 

0536 516905 


0i 


0 


0 


Go ldsb orough 

HOMECARE AND 
NURSING SERVICES 

Specialist Care for the Elderly, & Housebound. 

0 Experienced Care Assistant. 

O Available for private houses & residential homes. 

0 Flexible to suit your needs - 1-24 hours, 
short or long term. 

O 'Lifeline' - telephone monitoring service. 

O Very competitive rates 
For more information ring now on; 

0753-550600 

or write to; 

21 High Street, Slough SL1 1DY. 


No more damaged plants due to 
chains tangling. 

No rusting or broken chains to 
replace. 

No creaking in the wind. 

No wall or plant damage from 
swinging baskets. 

No taking baskets down on windy 
nights. 

* ELEGANT LOTUS PETAL 
SHAPED BOWL 

Looks statuesque on its supporting 
stem even when empty. 

* FAST (15 MINUTE) 
PLANTING SYSTEM 

The patent pending vertical steel 
leaf design (no horizontal bars or 
wires) allows the planting up of 
large or mature plants, right to the 
bottom of the bowl - even those 
which have broad rosettes of 
leaves, such as primulas. If you are 
unhappy with your first attempt, it 
can be stripped down and rebuilt in 
minutes without plant damage. 

If a plant dies, removing it is 
simplicity itself. Just cut down 
either side of the plant with a sharp 
knife, and lift out the section. 
Replace the plant and ease the 
section back into place. 

* UNIQUE BOWL SUPPORT 
As trailing plants grow, the support 
is masked and the bowl and flower 
arrangement appears to float. 


Hence the “Hanging Garden”. For 
easy planting up, soak watering or 
stowage if winter bowls are not 
required, simply lifts off in 
seconds. 

* HARD WEARING COATED 
WROUGHT IRON AND 
STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
Lasts a lifetime. Use year after 
year... 

Maintains smart finish. 

Rust resistant electrostatic 
polyester paint finish. 

Substantial and strong 
construction. 

* FIXING ACCESSORIES 
SUPPLIED 

Complete and ready for installation 
- all screws, wall plugs, washers 
supplied. No searching for correct 
size screws and plugs. 

* GENUINE PURPOSE MADE 
“FYBA” LINER SUPPLIED 
Cut by “FYBA” to our 
specification with slits matching 
the slots between the steel leaves 
of the bowl. 

Just the optimum size to support 
the root balls and compost. 

* STYLISH JARDINIERE 
VERSION 

Floor standing version, around 36" 
high to complement the wall 
mount Babyllon Bowl. Suitable for 
patio, conservatory or hall. Can be 


OFFER THE GIFT OF INDEPENDENCE 
THIS CHRISTMAS 

• Electric Wheelchairs & Scooters 

• Riser Chairs & Beds 

• Wide range of s/h stock 

For further help contact :: 

Nicola or Joanne 
J & D Mobility 
0933 223666 





JOHN BURT DHP, MIAH 

Help with anxiety, confidence, depression, 
phobias, personal problems, stress, smoking, 
weight problems etc. 

A sympathetic and totally confidential service. 

For appointment, FREE consultation or 
brochure telephone: 

0734 770800 


A HOME FROM HOME 

jjfft 

SflpQHES 

REGISTERED WITH OXFORDSHIRE SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

★ 24 hour care by experienced staff under the personal supervision of Matron 
Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket Green. 

★ We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if required. 

★ Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus rooms 
with en-suite facilities. 

For further details contact Matron on: 

GORING (0491) 873397 
LYNDHURST RD, 
GORING-ON-THAMES 
NEAR READING RG8 9BL 
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Care at Home 

Live-in Housekeepers and Care Assistants 
Temporary or Longer-Term 

* after discharge from hospital 

* for holidays and respite 

* help to remain living at home 
shopping, cooking, personal assistance etc. 

to suit individual need 


ux ford Aunts 


n1Mlst*d19S7 



0865 791017 

2 GEORGE STREET, OXFORD OX1 2AF 
(emp/agy) 


used as a full height planting up 
stand. 

♦ INSTRUCTIONS AND HINTS 
AND TIPS 

Instructions and hints and tips are 
included, together with a reminder 
of how the bowl can look, and a 
re-order form. 

* AVAILABLE 

Mail order from the “Babyllon 


Bowl Offer”, 2-3 Palmer Road, 
Peterlee X, Co. Durham SR8 
1AU. 

Telephone: 091 518 3227 

In two colours, diamond white and 

lustre black. 

Wall Mount Babyllon. 

From £15.99 inc VAT 
Floor Stand. * 

From £19.99 inc VAT 
See the advert on page 7. 


Sharing the Caring with 


community 

care 


Established 1983 
Help with a bath? 

Assistance in getting up, 
or going to bed? 

Cooking a light meal, 
shopping, walking or night sitting? 

We provide personal caring services 
for the elderly and disabled. 

Please telephone: 

0993 700050 

REGISTERED AS AN EMPLOYMENT AGENCY BUSINESS 



Women’s Royal 
Voluntary Service 


TICKFORD ABBEY 

RESIDENTIAL CARE FOR THE ELDERLY 

# Permanent or temporary stays in a caring and happy atmosphere in 
beautiful surrounding at charges from £185.00 p.w. 

# Accommodation for 34 residents in fully furnished centrally heated rooms 
• Good home cooking with all diets catered for 
• Care staff on duty 24 hrs 
• Beautiful gardens 

• Access to a host of local amenities 

# Registered with the local authority 

APPLY TO MRS A FROST SRN RESIDENT MANAGER 

NEWPORT PAGHELL (0908) 611121 

PRIORY STREET, NEWPORT PAGNELL, 

^ BUCKS MK16 9AJ ^ 



CUT YOUR 
HEATING 
C0STSI WITH 
THE HERO 
ELECTRIC 
HEATER 


★ ECONOMICAL: 

450w. Costs less than 3!4 pence per hour to run. Convects and 
radiates REAL heat. Fitted with a built-in thermostat which can reduce 
heat levels and costs even further. 

it SAFE: 

Manufactured to BS3456. Incorporates a thermal switch which disallows 
overheating and will-reset automatically. 

it VERSATILE: 

Measures only 29'A x 12in and less than 2in deep. Can be free standing 
or wall mounted. Ideal for use in small rooms, conservatories, caravans, 
mobile homes, bedrooms, etc. 

★ QUALITY: 

Designed and manufactured by us in the UK. All fittings, two metres of 
cable with moulded plug, wall mounting kit, etc. are included. Complete 
with 12 months guarantee. 

PRICE: £44.95 each 

(price includes VAT and delivery) 


Please send me 1 1 Hero Electric Heaters at £44.95 each. 

I enclose a cheque/PO for £ 

NAME .’ 

ADDRESS 


............... 


Dept DR 1 


CALIDO ELECTRIC LIMITED 

23 Tenby Road, Chadwell Heath, Romford, 
Essex RM6 6NB 

Phone: 081 598 9757 or Fax: 081 598 9668 


mmm 
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LET'S MAKE 
ANGELS ! 
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Hello everyone and a 
very happy Christmas to 
you all. 

When I was a small girl I 
attended a tiny school in the 
Oxfordshire village of 
Northmoor. It was a Church 
school and our religious stud- 
ies (or ‘ scripture ’ as we called 
it then) were yery important 
to our everyday lessons. 

The headteacher had a set 
of wall pictures illustrating 
many Bible stories. I loved 
them. One of my favourites 
was ‘Jacob’s Dream’ depict- 
ing the great staircase lead- 
ing from earth to heaven. 
Jacob was asleep with his 
head on a rock at one end and 
the brilliant light of God’s 
Glory shone at the top. I ex- 
pect you know that the stair- 
case (or ladder) was full of 
angels ascending and de- 
scending. There they were - 
beautiful beings in long robes 
with coloured cloaks and 
golden wings. My ideas of 


angels all my life have been 
influenced by that picture. 

How do you picture an- 
gels? Once you think about it 
you begin to realise that eve- 
ryone has their own ideas. 
Christmas card angels are 
different on every picture. 
Some of the angels sold to 
decorate our Christmas tree 
look more like fairy dolls or 
Cindies. Since very few of 
us will be privileged enough 
to meet an angel this side of 
heaven we must simply use 
our imagination. Each angel 
we create is just as valid as 
anyone elses’s. So... let’s 
make angels! 

You might like to try a 
ping-pong ball angel for the 
top of your tree. The pipe 
cleaner under the robe grips 
the top spike beautifully. In- 
stead of paper doilies you 
could use real lace or broderie 
anglaise. Then your angel 
will last for years. Mine has. 

Or you could model with 
salt dough. To make the 



. Ifaasa models can 
be painted, varnished or 
sprayed with silver or^old. 


Decorate your 
tree with salt 
dough angels, 
above, or paper 
angels, far right. 

They can be 
painted silver or 
i gold 

dough you mix two cups of 
plain flour with one cup of 
salt and enough cold water to 
make the dough feel like 
plasticine. To colour add 
food colouring to the mix- 
ture or paint and varnish af- 
ter baking. To bake set you 
oven; at its lowest heat 
(CHILDREN: ASK AN 
ADULT TO HELP YOU) 
and cook for at least six hours 
to dry out the dough. If you 
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want to hang your angels up 
remember to set a paper clip 
at the top before baking. 

Have fun and, by the way, 
if anyone says, “That doesn’t 
look much like an angel,” 
your answer should be “It 
does to me”. After all who 
knows ? 

Rosanne Butler 

Mrs Butler is a former Sunday school 
teacher, a first school teacher and 
a mum! 
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Haffertee the Hamster 
spreads the word 

Mary’s Church in Thame. Ac- 
companied by Joelle, Bryan and 
Julie, three helpers from the Jig- 
saw youth group, Haffertee 
toured the town inviting shop- 
pers to buy their Christmas 
cards, gifts and children’s books 
at the church ’ s gift shop. Among 
the most popular items on sale 
were Delia Smith’s Feast for 
Advent published by the Bible 
Reading Fellowship and The 
Essential Christmas Book from 
Lion which is full of informa- 
tion about Christmas traditions 
and things to do for all the fam- 
ily. The gift shop also did a brisk 
trade in cards and wrapping pa- 
per, and the ploughman’s 
lunches were very welcome on 
a bitterly cold day! 



Haffertee the Hamster, hero of a 
series of books for children pub- 
lished by Oxford-based Lion 
Books, made Saturday Novem- 
ber 20 a special occasion at St 


St George's 
Church 
gets out 
and about 


Parish Weekend? No way! Not 
my scene! Cotswold Hills view 
from the terrace? Jewson gar- 
den to admire? William Morris- 
style furnishings? Wholesome 
food and masses of it? No wash- 
ing up? No Hoovering? 

A Parish Weekend at Glenfall 
House might be your scene after 
all. Forty-three members of St 
George’s, WiSh Common near 
Newbury, recently had an idyl- 
lic weekend at that impressive 
property, where they were well 
looked after physically but ‘irri- 
tated spiritually’ by the Revd 


Ian Ball, a friend of the vicar, 
the Revd Malcolm Strange. Ian 
had plotted with Malcolm and 
Rita Ball (no relation), the edu- 
cation committee co-ordinator, 
to devise a programme in which 
the group was led through vari- 
ous activities looking at them- 
selves as a Church, and as part 
of a wider community, both 
present and future. 

Some of it was not very pretty ! 
Surprises abounded, love and 
friendship increased, lessons 
were learnt and creativity 
evolved into pictures, three-di- 
mensional structures, drama and 
the most memorable worship. 

When friends ask if we had a 
good time, it is difficult to say. 
We are pleased we went, it still 
waits to be seen if we remember 
to use any of the lessons learnt 
in our daily life back home. Each 
individual will have brought 
away something different. St 


George’s will be different be- 
cause we are different; we have 
been away together for the 
weekend and there is no going 
back. Glenfall House and Ian 
Ball, we salute you! 

The Genesis youth group has 
also been on the move. They 
have been to a retreat in 
Walsingham. 

Daniel Read, 12, and Priya 
Burch, also 12, expected it to be 
“really boring, full of old 
fogeys” but came back brimful 
of enthusiasm and a life ambi- 
tion as well. Daniel was asked 
what he was going to do when 
he grew up, and to his own and 
his parent’s surprise, answered, 
“I want to be a priest!” 

The party teamed up with a 
similar group from London led 
by Father Christopher. The first 
informal Folk Mass at the Shrine 
of Our Lady of Walsingham was 
the result of this alliance. This 


again was a source of surprise to 
other visitors and the locals who 
were invited to join in. Word 
has it that this was the talking 
point over many breakfast ta- 
bles the next morning. Daniel 
said that the London group were 
“a bit crazier than us - totally 
bonkers. They supported Arse- 
nal AND Watford!” 

Lesley Barrett 

Communications Committee Co- 
ordinator, St George the Martyr 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
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THE BIBLE: 
MEDICINE AND MYTH 

Margaret Lloyd Davies BD BA STh 
T A Lloyd Davies MD FRCP 
“Faith does not require the abandonment of 
intellectual enquiry” 

All booksellers 

Price £11.95 ISBN 1-85183-053-7 

SKLENT BOOKS 

Silent Books, Swavesey, Cambridge CB4 5RA 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 
FUND RAISERS 

Needed by leading National Charity 

Friendly, outgoing people to raise funds in selected stalls and 
shopping centres throughout Oxfordshire and parts of Wiltshire. 
Must have own car and phone and be very presentable. 
Full-time, part-time, weekends only — The choice is yours. 
Daily rate — plus commission plus travel. 

Suit early retiree, school teachers; students and people rejoining 
the workforce. 

Contact Area Manager on Oxford (0865) 777902 


iUlUa&t? 
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MELODIES, SONGS 
AND COSTUMES FROM 
EARLIER TIMES 

THE PERFECT AMBIENCE FOR 
ANY EVENT 

39 Greenway, Great Horwood, 
Milton Keynes, MK17 0QR 
PHONE: 0296 712705 


db 


ChurchArmy 


Independents Road 
Blackheath, London SE3 9LG 
T elephone : 08 1 -3 1 8 1 226 
Fax: 081-318 5258 
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HELP US TO SPREAD THE 
CHRISTMAS STORY BY 
SHOWING CARE FOR - 


□ 


THE ELDERLY 


□ THE HOMELESS 

□ THOSE WHO DO NOT KNOW 
THE NEW BORN BABE 


(please tick appropriate box) 

I ENCLOSE MY GIFT OF □ £1 0 


□ £25 □ £50 □ OTHER 


I WOULD LIKE DETAILS OF HOW TO COVENANT OR DONATE THROUGH GIFT 
AID. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 






The DOOR, December 1993 


Page 22 


A\ 




LOOKING BACK: LOOKING FORWARD 


Some of our recent 
contributors reflect on 
the past year, and 
look forward to 1994 

Photos below right: Frank Blackwell 


HIS MISSION: TO 
REACH THOSE THE 
CHURCH HAS NOT 
YET REACHED 


Tim Davies was ordained last 
July ( see June DOOR) and is 
now curate at St Leonard’s, 
Eynsham. Moving away from 
the “warm, friendly environment 
of Wycliffe Hall” into parish life 
and setting up a new home with 
his wife Tanya are certainly big 
changes. “I have been thrust out 
into the wider world again,” said 
Tim. “At college 1 spent a lot of 
time studying theology. Now I 
have to get down to the nitty- 
gritty: to reach those the church 
has not reached, to get on with 
evangelism and teaching the gos- 
pel.” 

Before being ordained Tim 
worked at Unipart in Cowley. 
“My boss tried to argue me into 
^staying by saying that as a Chris- 
tian, 1 would meet more non- 
Christians there than anywhere 
else and that I should see Unipart 
as my parish. I am certainly find- 
ing it harder to befriend non- 
Christians now. I have to find 
new ways of reaching out. I even 
tried to become a part-time fire- 
man as a way of getting to know 



more people, but I failed the 
eye-test! 

“The main thing I need to 
learn in the coming year is to be 
a better teacher and preacher of 
the Bible and the Gospel. That 
is the fundamental thing I was 
ordained to do. It doesn’t mat- 
ter what the context is. The 
church is an alien environment 
to many people, so evangelism 
means going to them. I have to 
be outward-looking.” 


Diocesan Sunday Prayer Diary 

Sunday 5 Deanery of Wendover. All who work in Defence 
Industries. Nigeria link with South Stoke and Goring. 

Sunday 12 Work of the Oxford Ministry Course. All who work 
in conservation. Those whose work takes them overseas. Ven- 
ezuela link with St Mary’s, Iffley. 

Sunday 19 Deddington Deanery. All Carol Services. North 
Argentina link with Oxford St Ebbes. 

Sunday 26 Pray for refugees and those uprooted from their 
homes. United Nations and International and National Aid 
Agencies. 


How do others really see us? 


While on holiday in Greece last September I was 
able to visit several monasteries which are situ- 
ated on the rock pinnacles of Metera 300 metres 
above the plain of Thessalay and which were 
chosen by monks in the eleventh century as an 
ideal retreat from the world. Today you can 
reach them by climbing steps cut into the rock 
face. Once there, you are immediately struck by 
the icons which cover every inch of the interior 
and the way in which the artists concentrated on 
the gruesome 
deaths of the 
saints, the fi- 
nal judgement 
and the tor- 
ments of the 
dammed in 
hell. The faces 
of Jesus, the 
disciples and 
the saints are 
solemn and se- 
vere and I 
wondered 
what impres- 
sion these 
paintings left on the visitor who had little knowl- 
edge of Christianity and the times in which these 
scenes had been painted. 

In contrast, after a visit to Delphi I visited the 
monastery of Hosios Lukas built in the eleventh 
century (about the same time as the church of St 
Mary’s in Shinfield where my husband is vicar). 
Here the walls are covered in vivid mosaics set 
against a background of gold and the artist has 
chosen positive pictures of Christianity: Jesus’ 
birth at the stable with the wise men, shepherds, 
sheep, ox and ass; Jesus’ presentation at the 
temple. His baptism, the foot-washing, the re- 



deeming of Adam and Eve, the appearance to 
doubting Thomas and Pentecost. The one scene 
of the crucifixion showed a dead Jesus at peace, 
His work completed. The saints were shown 
triumphant and above the door as you entered, the 
face of Christ greeted everyone. Although we 
were the only ones in the building there was a real 
sense of welcome, of love and peace and the 
triumph of Christianity. Since coming home I 
have often wondered what face of Christianity 

our individual 
churches present 
to the world; a 
world which 
knows little of the 
life of Christ and 
the message of 
Christianity. Are 
we inward-look- 
ing, concerned too 
much with our 
own trials and 
petty problems, 
presenting a con- 
fusing and unwel- 
coming face to 
those outside? Are we inaccessible, making it 
difficult for those in the world to come in? Or do 
we present the love, joy and triumph of our faith? 
We are the body of Christ and it is through us that 
God is working in the church today. May people 
see in us the face of Christ who greets everyone 
who enters. 

Diana Baker 

Diana read theology at Kings College, London and is a 
tutor at Westminster College. She also teaches RE to ‘A ’ 
level, paints, gardens, keeps sheep and sings in the 
church choir. She featured in our April issue in an 
article about Vicars' wives. 


From the 
Archdeacon 

The year began for me with three 
months sabbatical leave; a won- 
derful break after ten years as an 
archdeacon. This came in the 
middle of my year of office as 
Master of the Salters Company 
which my family have been in- 
volved with for almost two hun- 
dred years. I was able to spend 
most of each working week in 
the Master’s fait at our Hall near 
the Barbican Centre in London, 
sallying forth for engagements 
all over The City and to the 
Library at Sion College for times 
of concentrated reading. 

The main charitable activ- 
ity of the Salter’s Company is 
the support, in numerous ways. 


of chemical education, about 
which, as a non-scientist, I have 
much to learn. Two of the three 
special projects we have cho- 
sen to celebrate our 600th anni- 
versary in 1994 relate to chem- 
istry in schools, but the third is 
a major contribution to a new 
‘foyer’ for homeless young peo- 
ple in The City. Whether em- 
ployed or unemployed they will 
be provided not only with some- 
where to live but with training 
and career guidance to help 
them to be contributing mem- 
bers of society. Please remem- 
ber all who are homeless at 
Christmas. 

My sabbatical reading con- 
cerned what i\nglicans have 
believed about the church from 
Richard Hooker in the time of 
Elizabeth I to the present fer- 


ment abour ministry. I firmly 
believe that the Church of Eng- 
land must now rediscover its 
original theological heritage and 
affirm common baptism as the 
basis of Christian unity, rather 
than any particular view about 
order or authority. Such an open- 
ness is theologically respectable 
and need not be woolly! 

So, as Christmas ap- 
proaches, I want to say that I am 
proud of and grateful for the 
theological tradition of the 
Church of England. It has much 
to offer to all who turn to the 
Child of Bethlehem at this sea- 
son with hope and longing. 

Frank Weston 
The Venerable Frank Weston is the 
Archdeacon of Oxford. He has writ- 
ten an occasional series of informa- 
tive articles for The DOOR. 


Nearer my 
God to thee 

Rom 12:2 Do not conform 
any longer tor the pattern of 
this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test 
and approve what God’s will 
is • his good, pleasing and 
perfect will. 

This verse in the Bible became 
relevant and powerful in my life 
in the past year. Earlier this year 
I had marriage difficulties, but 
during these problems I felt God 
was stripping off the old ideas 
and exposing them to the light 
of His Holy Spirit. 

I realised in the pain that we 
as Christians are never stuck 
with old habits and behaviour 
patterns - God can change us if 
we allow Him to work in our 
lives. I felt God had healed a 
damaged part of my life. 

Another big change in my 
life this year was a change of 
church. This was quite a painful 
time for me as it is never easy to 
move from one part of the fam- 
ily to another as people feel hurt. 
But again God has proved faith- 
ful by showing me his love and 
acceptance through His people 
at our new church. 

Another year at Greyfriars 
Church Centre in Reading where 
I feel God has used me to minis- 
ter His love to those in pain. As 
we draw near to Christmas I 
pray God will use me to bless 
others as I serve Him here. 

Mabel Boyd 

Mabel ( pictured below) works at 
the Greyfriars Church Centre, Read- 
ing. (See The DOOR July 1993 
page 20). 
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PERSONAL 


PROFESSIONAL CHRISTIAN 

man aged 30-70? Why be 
alone this Christmas? We have 
ladies throughout Britain who 
are looking for marriage 
partners. Introductions guar- 
anteed! Write (enclose SAE) to 
Newday Introductions (TD), 5 
Vale Terrace, Waterfoot, 
Rossendale BB4 9JQ 




tAcrtSocietyof 
tAe* @jreciou& 
SUood 

are always pleased to 
receive requests for 
prayer: confidentiality 
assured. 


Write to: 

Burnham Abbey, Lake End Road, Taplow, 
Maidenhead, Berts SUOPW 
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) THE PREMIER INTRODUCTION AND SOCIAL EVENTS COMPANY 

IN THE U.K FOR SUCCESSFUL PROFESSIONAL SINGLES ^ 

UNATTACHED? 

But wish you weren't? Let us dispel your doubts about dating agencies. 

With our unique combination of personally selected introductions and 
superb social events from parties, live concerts, to dining dubs and 
activity holidays, there isn't a single reason why you should be! 

join us for FREE! 


WOR'I’H i’lOO 


CALL 

NOW 


0993 813733 as a k n f d or 


MON - FRI 1 lam - 7pm 
SAT - 10am - 3pm 


WENDY 




CHRISTIAN SINGLES, social 
activities, friendship/marriage 
introductions, fellowship groups, 
nationwide, holidays, home and 
abroad, weekend houseparties, 
CFF, Dept A127, Edenthorpe, 
Doncaster. 


FOR SALE 


FIRST GNOSTIC Principles of 
One God One Faith by R. 
Nijjhar, M.Sc., Retired Sen. 
Lee. in Metallurgy, 21cm ix + 
116 pages, 2 Diagrams, 2 
Tables. April 93, £4.00 inc p&p. 
Order from R. Nijjhar, 144 
Hamilton Road, Reading RGl 
5RE 


OXFORD DIOCESAN 

MAGAZINE. St Michael’s, 
Amersham-on-the-Hill have 
copies for most months during 
the period 1 968-88 with full sets 
for the following years: 
1968/70, 1972, 1976/79, 

1981/84 and 1986/87. If anyone 
wishes to have copies for their 
archives please contact the 
Church Office (0494) 726680, 
Mon-Thurs mornings. 


SITUATIONS 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 
All subjects including Memoirs. 
Religion. Poetry, Children's Stories and 
Fiction. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 
ADELPHI PRESS (Dept. A. 24) 
4/6 EfTie Road, London SW6 1TD 


YOUR LIFE PRESERVED 

Experienced writer/broadcaster will write 
your life story with you and turn it into an 
attractive book to give your family and 
friends. 

ACT NOW WHILE YOUR 
MEMORIES ARE FRESH 

Details: David Wade, Willow Cottage, 
Stockland Green Road, Sbuthborough, 
Kent TN3 0TL. — Tel: 0892 533842 


HONORARY 
PUBLICITY OFFICER 

lor the Friends o 1 the Diocese of 
Barrackpore, INDIA. 

3-4 committee meetings a year 
usually in London. 
Details from the Chairman, 
Bernard Noon. 

Tel: Aylesbury (0296) 83243 


AUTHORS „ 

Let us publish your book. 

Most subjects considered, 
including religion, memoirs, 
poems and first books. 

AVON BOOKS (TD) 

Aubrey House, 83/85 Bridge Road, 
East Molesey, Surrey KT8 9HH. 

Member Association of Christian Booksellers. 


SERVICES 


STAINED 
GLASS 


Repair and 
Restoration 


SERVICES 


DATE 


OVER 30 BRANCHES • AN ASSOCIATE OF BY INVITATION ONLY 4 THE EXECUTIVE CLUB , 


SECONDHAND BOOKS 
BOUGHT AND SOLD 

All subjects including bindings 
Blakeway Books, 13 Bridge 
Street, Hungerford RGl 7 0EH 

(0488) 683581 

Fridays & Sats; other days often 
open but best to phone. 


JSaris/i 6 /uircJi 

Nr READING 

ORGANIST 

required 

One Sunday service 10.30 — Choir 
Accommodation available. 

For further details 
Tel: (0734) 302221 


TOWER CLOCK SPECIALIST 

S& 


A J Nicholls MBHI 
Horological Engineer 


0272 446276 

Unit 3, 74 Oak Road 
Horfield, Bristol 
BS7 8RZ 


Old clocks conserved 
New clocks commissioned 
Autowinders and night silencing 



The Glass Market 

0494 671033 

STAINED GLASS 

DAVID WASLEY m.a. atc amgp 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. 
CONSERVATOR AND 
FERRAMENTA specialists. 
Tel: 0494 523978 
Somerset House, 

145 London Road, 

High Wycombe, 

Bucks HP11 1BT 
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WHAT’S ON: WHERE TO GO: WHAT TO DO 



CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL 

Sunday Services: 8am Holy Communion. 10am Matins. 11.1 Sam 
Sung Eucharist. 6pm Evensong. Weekdays: 7.15am Matins. 
7.35am Holy Communion. 6pm Evensong. (Thursdays Even- 
song 5.35pm and Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Christmas Day: 8am Said Eucharist. 10am Matins Preacher the 
Dean. 1 1 .15am Sung Eucharist Preacher the Bishop of Oxford. 
6pm Evensong Said. 

Sunday 26: 1 1 . 15am Eucharist with hymns Preacher the Precenter. 
6pm Evensong Said. 

tails: 0865 730183. 

Sat 11 ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD 

'Sacred and Secular' or 'Not the Christ- 



Wed 1 OWLSMOOR Berkshire Af- 
firming Catholicism 7.30pm. Inaugural 
meeting. Speaker Fr Jeffry John. Details 
Fr Martin Dudley 0344 771286. 

Wed 1-16 OXFORD Paintings and 
collages by Sue Leeson at St Giles’: 
“Messiah ! A celebration of Handel ’ s ora- 
torio” (Closed Sun 28). Open weekdays 
12-2pm. Weekends 2 -5pm. 

Fri 3, 10 and 17 HENLEY-ON- 
THAMES A quiet time on three Friday 
evenings at St Mary’s Parish Church by 
the bridge. Koinonia: responding to 
change, thinking, Taize music, reading 
from Scripture, close with Compline. 
Meet in the Lady Chapel at 7.30pm. 

Sat 4 TUBNEY Christmas Bazaar at the 
2pm Church, Oxford Road (A420). Gifts, 
cakes, refreshments. Plenty of free park- 
ing. 

Fri 3 - Sun 5 OXFORD Advent Retreat 
at Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill with Fr 
John hughes. Details 0865 730183. 

Sun 5 CHARLBURY Said evensong, St 
Mary’s Church 6pm followed by Taize 
service at 6.30pm. 

Thu 9 LONDON Westminster Hall: a 
celebration of the value and use of Chris- 
tian books and music. Featuring authors 
and muscians. Tickets £3 from Peter 
Dyke, SPCK on 071 387 5282. 

Fri 10 DORCHESTER Oxford Dioc- 
esan Council for Social Work's Carol 
Concert given by Cantorum Choir with 
Conductor Jonathan Miall at 8pm in 
Dorchester Abbey. Tickets £6 (£3 chil- 
dren). Tel: 0734 581861. 

Fri 10 - Sun 12 OXFORD God is with us 
- a weekend of prayerful preparation for 
Christmas led by Fr Matthew Blake. De- 


mas Rush!'. Cappella Clangamus sing in 
All Saints Church at 7.30pm. Proceeds to 
new organ fund. Details 0734 722844. 
Sat 11 WOLVERCOTE Quiet Day 
‘Looking Forward to Christmas’ at St 
Peters Church. 10am -4pm led by Revd 
Paul Rimmer. Bring packed lunch. £1 to 
cover expenses. Everyone welcome. Meet 
10am in the Church Room. Details Mary 
Simmonds 0865 512591. North Oxford 
Council of Churches. 

Sat 11 OWLSMOOR Building a 20th 
Century church. Details 0344 771286. 
Sun 12 MILTON KEYNES Service at 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone 9. 1 5am 
broadcast live on BBC1. Admission by 
ticket only. 

Wed 15 MILTON KEYNES Open air 
City Carol Party 7pm by torchlight at the 
Queen's Centre. Everyone welcome. 
Wed 15 READING 'Paintings of the 
Nativity' an illustrated lecture for parents 
and children with David Merryweather. 
2pm at St Mary in the Butts. Admission 
free. 

Thu 16 - Sun 19 ALDERM ASTON The 

York Nativity Play in St Marys Church. 
For free tickets send SAE to V Hall, The 
Gables, Aldermaston RG7 4LR. 

Fri 17 - Sat 18 CHIEVELEY Nativity 
Play, St Marys Church, tickets £2/£l at 
door. Details 0635 248179. 

Fri 17 CHARLBURY Service of prayer 
for Healing, St Mary’s Church, 8pm. 
Christmas Day COOKHAM Tradi- 
tional carol service 6.30pm at Holy Trin- 
ity Church. 

Sat 18 WOODLEY Monthly service 7pm 
on every third Saturday of the month: the 
Berkshire Anglican Renewal Ministries 


(BARM) A service of celebration at St 
John's Church, Church Road, Woodley, 
Reading. Also on Saturday 15 January 
1994. 

Wed 22 ASHBURY Stations of the Na- 
tivity in the streets of Ashbury. Starts 
6pm at the cross-roads. 

JANUARY 

Mon 17 - Fri 21 OXFORD Winterschool 
on Adolescence, Youth Ministry and 
World Mission at Oxford Centre for Mis- 
sion Studies with Caesar Molebatsi, Dean 
Borgmann and Vinay Samual. Details: 
0865 56071. 

Sat 29 OXFORD Prayer Breakfast, Ox- 
ford March for Jesus Group with David 
Machines and Brian Clews. St Aldate's 
Rectory Room, 40 Pembroke Street. 
8.30am- 12 noon. Cost £2. Details Ruth 
Savage 0865 247800. 

Sat 29 READING Concert with 
the Reading Male Voice Choir 
7.30pm at St Mark's Church, 
Cranbury Road, Details Barrie 
Newby 0734 589272. 

FEBRUARY 

Mon 7 - Sat 11 NOTTINGHAM In- 

Service study week for clergy and lay 
workers. Music in the Church: Worship, 
Discipleship and Mission. Tutor Revd 
Dr J Stanley Moore, professor of Church 
Music, Southwestern baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas. Next 
study week 16-20 May on the Social 
Context of Religion. Details Mr Simon 
Lumby , St John’s College, Chilwell Lane, 
Bramcote, Nottingham NG9 3DS. Tel: 
0602 251114. 

Wed 9 OXFORD Concert with Salis- 
bury Girls' Choir with Lay Vicars at 
7.30pm in the Holywell Music Room. 
Tickets £10/£8.50 at the door or from 
Mrs Weale on 0865 61530. 

NOTICES 

The Wardens at St Giles, Tattenhoe, 
Milton Keynes, wish to obtain Altar 
furniture: across, candlesticks, vases 
and offertery plate (previous items 
being stolen). Any church or persons 
with these items available for sale or 
as a gift to a very small church, please 
contact WD Potter on 0908 642499, 
evenings. 

To express your thanks and recogni- 
tion of the work of Bishop Simon 
who is retiring in January 1 994, dona- 
tions for a gift should be sent to: GM 
Hammond, 1 2 Linnet Drive, Westcott, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP18 0PB by De- 
cember 31. (Cheques payable to: 
Bishop of Buckingham Retirement 
Fund). 

Canon Peter Harvey is running a 
mini-poll to find out the favourite 
hymns of ordinary church folk today. 
Please send the first lines of your 
favourite six hymns (nb NOT cho- 
ruses) together with your name and 
address and parish, indicating whether 
you are under 21 or a Senior Citizen, 
to: Canon Peter Harvey, Prebenden, 1 
Smugglers Way, Fairlight Cove, Hast- 
ings, East Sussex TN35 4DG. 


The DOOR is published 10 times a year by the Diocese 
of Oxford 

Editor: Christine Z wart. Deputy Editor: Venetia Horton. Busi- 
ness and Distribution Manager: Tim Russian 
Editorial Support Group: Jane Bugg (Chairman), Frank 
Blackwell (Dorchester), Catherine Dyer (Wokingham), Rich- 
ard Hughes (Whitchurch-on-Thames), John Morrison (Ayles- 
bury), William Purcell (Botley), Tim Russian (Long Crendon), 
Richard Thomas (Communications Officer), John Winnington- 
Ingram (Cottisford), David Winter (Parish Resources). 
Editorial Address: Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford OX! 0NB. Tel: 0865 244566. 

Advertising: David Holden, Goodhead Publishing Ltd, 33 
Witney Road, Eynsham, Oxon OX8 1PJ. Tel: 0865 880505. 
The DOOR is published by Oxford Diocesan Publications 
Ltd (Secretary Mr TC Landsbert) whose registered office is 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX1 0NB. 
Thre is no January DOOR. The deadlines for the February issue 
are Features: January 6; News, Letters, What’s On: January 13; 
Advertising: January 17. 


A Crossword for Christmas 

Compiled by Cedric Reavley answers on page 21 



ACROSS 

1. First words of one of the 
Nine Lessons (AV) 
(3,4,5,3,5,2,3,4) 

12. Golf peg (3) 

14. Dip (3) 

17. Behind (3) 

19. Part of a circle (3) 

20. Total (3) 

21. Singular (3) 

22. The month Solomon fin- 
ished his temple (3) 

23. “As with gladness men 
of...” (3) 

25. Dental qualification (3) 

26. “In the bleak midwinter, 
long ...” (3) 


28. Hezekiah’s mother (3) 

29. May contain mince- 
meat (3) 

30. National Audit Office 

(3) 

31. First words of one of 
the Nine Lessons (AV) 
(3,6,4,6,2,8) 

DOWN 

1. What God made 
Ezekiel’s brow like (7) 

2. eg Oxford (7) 

3. Surrender (5,2) 

4. Samuel’s teacher (3) 

5. Reindeer? (7) 

6. Point of view (7) 


7. Young animal (3) 

8. Eight-sided figure (7) 

9. Celebratory furniture (5) 

10. Set aside (7) 

11. Caesar Augustus issued 
one of these (7) 

12. The Way (Chinese) (3) 

13. A measure (3) 

15. Country (5) 

16. “Who so him round 

with dismal stories” (5) 

17. A river of Damascus 

18. Like much of Bachlk 
music (5) 

24. Winter hazard (3) 

27, What the star did for the 
Magi (3) 


Insert apology 

We apologise to any DOOR distributors 
who were inconvenienced by the loose 
insert in the November DOOR and also 
to any advertisers who have enquired 
about inserts in the past and been re- 
fused them. Without commenting on 
the objects of World Vision in any way, 
we must point out that their insert was 
put in without the knowledge or consent 
of the Editor and the Management 
Group. It continues to be our policy not 
to include loose inserts in The DOOR . 


YOUR LOCAL RADIO 

Tune in to your local church 
news this Christmas 

BBC Three Counties Radio Bedfordshire (103.8 FM) 
Christmas Eve: 11.00am Carols and Classics. 3.00pm Carol 
Service from the Church of Christ the Cornerstone 
Christmas Day: 6.00-9.00am Melting Pot, religious magazine 
programme. Carols and Classics repeated in the afternoon. 


Conditions of Advertising 

All enquiries concerning advertising in 
this newspaper should be directed to 
the publishers (Oxford Diocesan Pub- 
lications Ltd) through its printers 
(Goodhead Publishing Ltd). 

Advertisements are accepted and 
published upon the Conditions of Ac- 
ceptance published from time to time 
by Goodhead Publishing Ltd as if in 
those conditions the name of Oxford 
Diocesan Publications Ltd was added 
to that of Goodhead Publishing Ltd and 
references throughout the remainder of 
the document amended accordingly; 
copies of the Conditions of Acceptance 
are available from Goodhead Publish- 
ing Ltd upon request. 

In addition Oxford Diocesan Pub- 
lishing Ltd and Goodhead Publishing 
Ltd for themselves, their servants or 
agents reserve the right to make any 
alteration it or they consider necessary 
or desirable in an advertisement and to 
require blocks or copy to be amended 
to meet its or their approval. 


BBC Radio Berkshire (104.1FM) 

Christmas Eve: 4.05-5pm Carol Concert 

Sunday 26: 7-9am Sunday Signpost with Elizabeth Funning 

followed by a repeat of the carol concert after the news at 9am. 

BBC Radio Oxford: (95.2FM) 

Christmas Day: 8.55am Thought for Christmas with the Bishop of 
Oxford. 9- 10am Service from New Road Baptist Church. 1 2 - 1pm 
Carols from Christ Church Cathedral 
Sunday 26: 7-9am Spirit Level with Michael Apichelia 

Radio Cracker (100.5FM) 

Broadcasting 24 hours a day from December 4th to 24th, raisirig 
money for the Third World. Can be listened to via satellite 
transponder 6 on the Astra satellite (same as SKY TV) on 
7.74MHz. 

Radio elevenSE VENT Y (1170AM) 

Launch of new radio station at 10am on Friday 3 1 December. (For 
full story see page 3). 


SERVICES 


BRITANNIA 
WATER FILTERS 

• Temporarily softens water so removing the scale 
from your kettle and scum from tea. 

• Clean, clear, fresh tasting water. 

• Simple cartridge change every four months. 

Easy to fit under sink 

unit with its own tap cV vPvf 

Phone (0635) 200055 


SPECIAL FITTING IN YOUR AREA 
THIS MONTH ONLY £15 



FUNERALS 



FISHER + 
TOWNSENDl 

(Funeral Directors) 
Office and Chapel of Rest 
81 High Street, Witney 
Tel: (0993) 702675 
day and night 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Memorial Showroom 
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
Now open on 
Saturday 9-12 




.BROMLEY 
& SON 

Funeral Directors 

145 Magdalen Road 
Telephone: Oxford 792227 

24-hour service to all areas. 
Dedicated Chapels of Rest. 
Pre-arranged funeral plans 
available with price and 
service guarantee. 
MONUMENTAL MASON 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 
STANLEY TOTTON 


Sheffield Funerals 


152 HIGH STREET, AYLESBURY. 0296 82160 

or Dial 100 and ask for... 

’FREEPHONE FUNERAL AND MEMORIAL 
SERVICES’ 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

GOLDEN CHARTER 
PREPAID 

PLANS AVAILABLE 

\YOUR PRIVATE FUNERAL SERvicE 



Christian Endeavour 

HOLIDAY AND 
CONFERENCE CENTRES 

Situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain: 

■ CONWY ■ CORNWALL ■ LAKE DISTRICT ■ 

■ ISLE OF WIGHT ■ SALTBURN ■ NORFOLK ■ 

■ MANY 'SPECIAL INTEREST' WEEKS ■ 

the Centres are ideal for: 

Family/Church Holidays: Conferences 
Mid-week Breaks: Coach Holidays 

For details and literature contact: 


Mr A Cumiskey, CE Holiday/Conference Centres 
>, Holcombe Brook, Bury BLO 91 


4 Tree Tops Avenue, 

ts 0204 882802 


9RJ 


SPECIAL OFFER FOUR DAY HOUDAY from only £75 


WORLDWIDE 


TIMESHARE RESALES 

Running round in circles trying to sell your Timeshare Weeks? 

STOP! 


We URGENTLY require weeks In Spain, Canary Islands, Grsses, 
Gi 


Malta, Portugal and USA 
completed sals within 90 days or your marksting fss 


rsfundsd. Ws ars full corporate members of the 
TIMESHARE ADVISORY SERVICE 
The association which protects YOU the owner 
Buying Timeshare? - Weeks start from £500 
For further Information oall (0492) 534404 
WORLDWIDE TIMESHARE RESALES, 

1 9 Princes Drive, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd LL29 8HT 
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CLOSING 


KNOW YOUR FAITH 



AND ALL THE BELLS IN HEAVEN 


A pocket-guide to the basics 
of the Christian faith 

4. The Man who Died | 
- and Rose i 

There’s no shortage of people in history who have had visions, I 
gathered followers, and started great movements of the mind or | 
spirit. Human beings are always looking for someone to follow I 
who appears to be going somewhere. So it’s not surprising that ■ 
Jesus of Nazareth quickly attracted a large following. The J 
Gospels show us a person of extra-ordinary charisma, a brilliant ■ 
speaker, a man of authority and spiritual power. Yet after the I 
death of Jesus, according to St Luke, the total number of his | 
followers was 120. What had happened to the others - the five ■ 
thousand he fed, the thousands who heard the Sermon on the . 
Mount, the crowds who flocked for healing? 

In the end, they had found him a disappointment, because he I 
didn’t do what they wanted. His kingdom was ‘not of this | 
world’. He was not going to overthrow the Romans. He called I 
for justice, righteousness, humility, poverty, self-denial. You ■ 
don’t win mass support with those! His ‘little flock’, hiding in _ 
the Upper Room for fear of the authorities, hardly looked like ■ 
the architects of a spiritual revolution. 

But that is what they were. They had experienced the Cross. | 
They had seen God’s anointed One unjustly put to death. They I 
had heard him say that his body would be broken, his blood ■ 
shed, ‘so that sins could be forgiven’. And now they knew that J 
he was right, because they had seen him, met him, recognised ■ 
him. He was alive again, of that, at least, they were in no doubt. | 
I am sure that at that moment they couldn’t have given you a | 
worked-out explanation of how sins would be forgiven, or how ■ 
God had raised Jesus from the dead. But they knew one thing. . 
God was right after all. Jesus was his Son. What he had said was ■ 
true. The kingdom of God was among them. Sins could be I 
forgiven. 

And, best of all, death had been conquered. The great arch- | 

■ enemy of the human race had done his worst and God had ■ 
J shown that he was greater than death. As they sat in the Upper J 
• Room, waiting for the ‘power’ that Jesus had promised them, • 
I they were the guardians of a precious secret, soon to become I 
| public. And that secret is that God raised Jesus from death and | 

■ they were the witnesses to it. 

That ‘secret’ was the seed of the revolution, and when it had ■ 
! taken root it turned the world upside down. 

David Winter [ 

I The Revd David Winter is the Bishop's Officer for Evangelism 
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PRAYER 


should be the key of the day 
and the lock of the night 


The Cross and Stable Church in Milton Keynes was built 
seven years ago on the site of the former Down’s Farm and 
serves a parish area which covers five of Milton Keynes’ 
‘grid squares’. The church is led by an Anglican, the Revd 
Rosalind Parrett (pictured right outside her church) but, 
like all churches in Milton Keynes new town, has an ecu- 
menical congregation. Report by Venetia Horton. Photo- 


graphs by Frank Blackwell. 

On September 5 this year, the 
church’s ring of eight bells was 
dedicated by Bishop Richard. 
The bells had been installed with 
the support of the Oxford Dioc- 
esan Guild of Bell Ringers as 
their contribution to mark the 
450th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Diocese. - 
Tower captain Fiona Maybrey 
(seen below centre left) says the 
quality of their ringing owes 
much to the help of ringers from 
the North Bucks Branch! “Since 
the bells were hung in May, five 
adults and even more young- 
sters have started to learn,” she 
says. “Tuesday evening prac- 
tice can be hectic with tied ring- 
ing for new learners and open 
ringing after the tea break. On 
most Sundays a reasonable 


to try “one of the most delight- 
ful light rings in the country”. 

The Cross and Stable is not 
just a church; it also serves as 
the local Community Centre, so 
after the weekly 10.30am serv- 
ice, the chairs are stored out of 
the way to make room for the 
Mothers and Toddlers Group, 
the aerobics classes and the ka- 
rate! Bob Cross, one of the 
churchwardens, remembers that 
when his daughter was married 
here four years ago the Cross 
and Stable served as church, re- 
ception hall and disco: “As the 
bride and groom went out to 
have their photographs taken, 
inside the chairs were being re- 
arranged and tables set up for 
the meal!” 

Ros Parrett finds that a church 



standard of eight bell ringing is 
achieved, although it can be dif- 
ficult to maintain concentration 
as the members of the congre- 
gation arrive, walking beneath 
the ringing gallery, collecting 
their books and greeting one 
another.” Although, due to the 
dense population of this part of 
Milton Keynes, ringing is re- 
stricted to Tuesday nights and 
Sunday mornings, Fiona says 
guest ringers are very welcome 


which is also a community cen- 
tre has many advantages. When 
some local mothers, not all regu- 
lar church-goers, heard that a 
friend’s daughter was ill, they 
gathered with their children at 
the Cross and Stable to pray. As 
they walked into the building, a \ 
little boy exclaimed: “This is 
where we come for playgroup ! ” 
Ros was delighted: “I am so 
glad when people find God in 
familiar surroundings,” she said. 




“When I was a child the sound of church bells would 
have sent me into a state of fear and trembling,” says 
Amy Head, church warden at the Cross and Stable. 
“For that was in the 1940’s and we lived in danger of 
imminent invasion. 

“When I first came here I heard that we had purchased some 
bells and were raising funds to hang them in the tower. Then I 
learned that the Oxford Diocesan Guild had ‘adopted’ our tower. 
The sum of £30,000 was needed - 1 was horrified, thinking that 
this could be better spent on the poor and needy. Our minister 
pointed out that this was a very generous offer which would help 
us to complete our building, and that the bells would continue to 
bear witness to the presence of God in this city. So I became 
reconciled to the idea. 

“To see the bells being cast was a thrilling experience, as was 
seeing them completed at Whites of Appleton; even more thrill- 
ing was to see my own name on one of the bells as a Church 
Officer. The arrival of the frame and then the bells was most 
exciting - but I think the sweetest sound I have ever heard was 
when driving down the Boulevard towards the church that first 
Sunday morning and suddenly hearing the bells ring out. The 
thrill of hearing them every Sunday morning has not left me.” 


Ros Parrett: delighted with the way the building works 


Junior Church is led by Beverley Greenall and Edith Cross 




Rouse & Sadler 
HEALTHCARE 

58B High Street 
Aylesbury 

Powerchair Specialist and 
Lightweight wheelchair 
specialist. 

Competitive prices and 
ex-demonstration models. 

Use our experience to get the 
right model for your individual 
needs. 
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Who's Who in the Diocese 

THE BISHOP OF OXFORD 

The Right Revd Richard Harries, 

Diocesan Church House, 

North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. Tel: 0865 244566. 

AREA BISHOPS AND ARCHDEACONS 
Berkshire 

Bishop of Reading: The Right Revd John Bone, 
Greenbanks, Old Bath Road, 

Sonning, Reading RG1 0SY. Tel: 0734 692187. 
Archdeacon: The Venerable Michael Hill, 
Foxglove House, Love Lane,Donnington, Newbury 
RG13 2JG. Tel: 0635 552820. 

Buckinghamshire: 

Bishop of Buckingham: The Right Revd Simon 
Burrows , Sheridans, Grimms Hill, 

Great Missenden, Bucks HP6 9BD. Tel: 0494 862173 
• Archdeacon: The Venerable John Morrison, 

60 Wendover Road, Aylesbury, Bucks HP21 9LW. 
Tel: 0296 23269. 

Oxfordshire 

Bishop of Dorchester: The Right Revd Dr Anthony 
■ Russell, Holmby House, Sibford Ferris, 
Banbury, Oxon OX1 
5RG. Tel: 029 578 583. 

Archdeacon: The Venerable Frank Weston, 

, 4 0X1 1DP. T el: 0865 276185. 



OUR 

WORK 

IS 

CARING 


Running eight residential and nursing homes, THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers security and peace 
of mind to all those retired from the stipendiary ministry. 

A new home has just opened, increasing places available, but 
funds are still urgently needed to build further homes to cater 
for the growing number of the Board’s pensioners who seek 
help. Your donation or legacy will help us to continue this much 
needed work for those who have cared for others in the name of 
Christ 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU 
CAN— THANK YOU 

A copy of our new appeals brochure, illustrating the 
Board’s charitable work, or words for inclusion in a Will 
are available from the Secretary 

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD (td) 

Freepost, 7 Little College Street, London SW1P 2SF 

Reg. charity 236627 


Spread the GOOD nlvt O lllia 






